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The intellectual debate in both Russia and Germany includes the idea of a separate path of national evolution which distinguishes the history of these two countries from other countries' history. In Germany the debate on "Sonderweg" arose as part of the debate on the "Third Reich" The prevailing of national socialism was seen as a result of a historical heritage characterized by constant fixation of the German people on authority and the lack of a real political and social revolution in the 19th century. The thesis of the German evolution being shaped by authoritarian systems with charismatic rule, predominance of Prussian militarism and a strong civil service on one side and a weak parliament and and a weak society on the other side was part of the critical discourse on the national socialist past, suggesting at the same time that the German society was fatally disapproving of democracy and modernization and that this attitude had been overcome only after the shock of 1945. In Russia, the approach to the debate on a separate path of evolution is different. The question of the reasons of the rise of Stalinism is discussed also here. But the Russian debate goes far beyond this, taking up the discourse on national identity which was going on in the 19th century. Unlike in Germany, where the "Sonderweg" is generally understood as an aberration from European societal standards, there are tendencies in Russia to accept the separate path of evolution as a positive feature of national identity and to perceive the weakness of democratic traditions as national strength. The myth of an own special historical position – which is subliminally underlying the discourse in both Germany and Russia – does not stand up to historical examination. For in both countries all-European processes were going on in the 19th century which result in the rise of a modern nationalism and social movements. Even the debates on separate paths of evolution are part of the European discourse of nationalism and by their mere existence give evidence that both Russia and Germany are part of a European discourse.
