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Social capital is one of the most powerful socio-cultural factors contributing to the socio-economic development of society. One of the reasons for the rapid development of postwar Japan and present China is the social capital. Foreign sociologists and social psychologists traditionally considered the level of trust, the radius of trust and membership of an individual in different social groups as components of social capital. According to many studies the level of trust in Russia and in the post socialist countries was always low, which indicates the low level of social capital as well. Recently, however, there are data on the formation of a culture of trust in these countries and the increase of social capital, respectively. In Russia, such studies haven’t been conducted. 
In this project we propose a new approach for measuring social capital. In addition to the characteristics of trust, we propose to include in its structure the characteristics of civic identity, since it is the "social glue" that can unite the society on the way to prosperity.
During the study we survey two generations of Russians, youth and adults in several Russian regions and in the center (Moscow, St. Petersburg). The study examined in detail intergenerational differences in social capital.
