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There is an unforgettable scene in the film Lawrence of Arabia where T.E. Lawrence is asked why he is obsessed with the desert. His reply: “It’s clean.”
Core concepts in data analysis is clean and devoid of any fuzziness. The author presents his theses with a refreshing clarity seldom seen in a text of this sophistication. The entire text is rich in solved examples, case studies, projects, and introspective questions.

Mirkin focuses on summarization (which includes topics far beyond basic measures of central tendency) and correlation. He includes visualization to provide the reader with a clear path to understanding the topics.

After explaining his vision of core concepts, Mirkin presents his ideas on one-dimensional (1D) and two-dimensional (2D) analyses. He then presents the same thesis, in one chapter each, for multivariate correlations, principal component analysis (PCA) means, hierarchical clustering, and approximate and spectral clustering for network and affinity data.

To single out just one of the text’s many successes: I doubt readers will ever encounter again such a detailed and excellent treatment of correlation concepts.

Although this book is in Springer’s “Undergraduate Topics in Computer Science” series, statisticians will also find it refreshing and engaging.
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