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· Germany is the country of Garden Festivals + Garden Exhibitions
· … and they attract each year millions of visitors

· The idea of garden exhibitions dates back to mid 19. century

· … when the first Festivals were organized 

· … to celebrate flowers, gardening, garden design + landscaping

· … with the first GF to improve the city structure in 1897 in HH

· in the 20th century this idea has been developed and elaborated
· … as garden design has become more and more popular 

· … there is an growing number of garden festivals

· nowadays there are different types of GF in Germany
· … which differ in their objectives, location and size:

· … GF on a local or district scale
·  … (to qualify as a Local Exhibition, a GF has just to be organised)

· … GF on a regional or state scale

· … (to qualify as a State Ex, GF must be recognised by State government)

· … GF on a federal or national scale

· … (to qualify as a Federal Ex, GF must be recognised by nat government)

· … GF on an international scale

· … (to qualify as International Exhibition, GF must be recognised by the Bureau International des Expositions)

· the State, Federal or International Festivals vary with their location  year by year to different cities where they take place

· depending on the different actors GF are regarded in different ways

· … for horticulturists they offer the opportunity to present
· … their capacity of cultivating and presenting flowers

· … for the cities related they offer the rather unique opportunity

· … to improve their infrastructure and do some city marketing

· … and for the landscape architects they offer the opportunity

· … to present their ideas and get interesting projects in planning

· Therefore the definition of a GF today is

· … that it contributes first of all to the development of a city

· … the festival itself being a short term event for a summer
· … and attract visitors from outside looking for inspirations

· … and that the festival create a long term effect for the future and improvement of the city infrastructure

Bundesgartenschauen
· most important for the development of FGF in Germany has been 

· … the BUGA = Bundesgartenschau or Federal Garden Festival

· a  BhorticultureUGA is Federal  show in a biennial rhythm
· … which covers not only the topics horticulture and plants 

· … but as well topics like sustainable landscaping + urban green
· since 1951 the location and cities change in a two-year cycle

· … and every 10 years, starting with 1953
· … you’ll find an International Garden Festival

· … so that up till now there had been realized in Germany 26 FGF
· after the damages and destructions of Second World War 
· … they have developed step by step 

· … into an instrument of urban renovation

· … as they offered the chance to rehabilitate + restore the cities
· … and to design and realize there contemporary open spaces
· There is a formal way to get the permission to realize a FGF
· 1. the cities have to apply to be accepted as a candidate

· 2. the implies the competition with other cities

· 3. the responsible agency decides where the FGF will take place

· 4. the city and the DBG set up a mixed society

· 5. this organization launches a nation wide design competition
· 6. a jury evaluates the proposals and propose to select architects and concepts

· in the first decade of their history = in the 50ies
· … garden festivals first of all offered a chance for a cities to overcome the damages of the War and to develop the cities
· the first FGF in Hannover 1951 covered an area of 20 ha
· … in a close relation with the planned congress centre
· … now the Hanover fair trade grounds
· up till today the park has been kept in the character of the 50ies

· … and since 1983 is protected as a National Garden Monument

· since the development of the open space system in Hannover

· … as ‘city of gardens’ has been always on high level standard

· during this period of reconstruction in the 50ies you find as well such well known FGF turned later into permanent parks

· … like Planten un Blomen in Hamburg (1953)

· … or Karlsaue in Kassel (1955)

· … or Rheinauenpark in Köln (1957)
· with the 60ies a period of renovation of parks outdated started
· … and GF were used to extend and modernise existing parks

· as for the Federal Garden Festival in Stuttgart (1961) 
· … where the former royal parks in the city centre were redesigned
· … or in 1963 the IGA Hamburg integrated in public open spaces

· … filled with the remnants and rubbish of Second World War

· this finally has lead to an open park system 
· … of three kilometres length in the centre of the city

· … where no roads did cross anymore

· … and pedestrians could walk + enjoy without crossing streets

· and in 1973 this area was enlarged and redesigned with new facilities for leisure and sports

· In the 70ies and 80ies the FGF were often used to create 

· … new parks and leisure facilities in or around the cities
· a prominent example of this period are the BUGA Bonn in 1979

· … where on an area of 160 ha the new Rheinauenpark
· … was created to be the future green centre of Bonn

· or the IGA 1983 in München, where on an area of more than 70 ha west of the city, the Westpark was realized

· … on a former brown field along a motorway with a lot of traffic

· to achieve this 1,5 mio cubic metres of earth had to be moved

· … to shape a topography to protect the park from traffic noise

· … which was planted with more than 6000 tall tree specimen
· the political changes in the 90ies lead to another new strategic approach

· … when sustainability + ecological ideas got more importance

· the reuse + renaturation of brown land and areas fallen given up by industries, military and traffic use got more importance
· a good example for that is in 1997 the BUGA Gelsenkirchen
· … realized on a former mining area of 100 ha
· … or the BUGA Potsdam 2001 on a former military base

· after the fall of the wall and the political reunification of Germany 

· … the garden festivals have been especially a motor
· … for the development of cities and landscapes in East Germany

· a fine example is in 2007 the BUGA in Ronneburg of 90 ha
· … where a former, not accessible open pit mine for uranium
· … was regained for the public and redesigned as park landscape
· another example for conversion is the 2005 FGF in München

· … when the former Munch airport of Riem has been converted

· … into a new, contemporary living business and living district 
· … including an vast park of 190 ha

· The concept to do this was very ambitious and courageous

· … as it proposed long alleys and large groves
· … and did not integrate too much examples of gardens

· … but more artistic interpretations

· This in the beginning has caused a lot of critics and complaints

· … but nevertheless the FGF attracted more than 10 mio visitors

· And the former festival grounds today form an attractive Park 

· … meanwhile well accepted as leisure + sports area in Munich
· this year there has been IGS in Hamburg which aim was

· … to bring together the two cities of Hamburg and Harburg

· … with the topic ‘Around the world in 80 days’

· the district Wilhelmsburg this has brought a new 100-ha-park

· … combined with an international building exhibition

· … where sustainable + low-energy-houses had been realized
·  … to give + show examples how houses for the sustainable use 

· … in the future could and should be designed

· when the decision for a FGF is taken, the first step of the city is

· … to launch a competition for an urbanistic concept for the area

· after this another competition is launched for basic ideas the GF

· … which determines the basic structure of the future GF

· this is to be followed by detailed tenders for building sites 

· … or for specific elements and areas of the GF
· The 2019 FGF in Heilbronn illustrates this strategic approach

· … as HB gets a chance to develop + connect their townscape
· … fragmented by the Neckar river and the N-Channel

· … into a continuous system of open spaces related to the water

· … extending from the city periphery right into the city centre
Landesgartenschauen

· The obvious success of Federal Garden Festivals has encouraged in the 70ies
· … some of the Länder or States in Germany to the idea
· … to create smaller Garden Festivals = State Garden Festivals
· They were especially created for smaller, medium sized cities
· … and are organized independent in + by the States in Germany

· Their aim is to improve the quality of life and ecology of towns

· … and therefore there not nice landscapes or towns are chosen
· … but especially non-privileged town quarters and situations

· … who are willing to improve their infrastructure

· … and contribute to solve urban problems and situations

· … and help a bit with the marketing in and for the towns 

· The first state to develop a State Garden Festival was in 1980 the State of Baden-Württemberg

· … and till 2000 nearly each year in another town followed

· Since 2001 RGF in BW are organized on a yearly rhythm
· … with smaller ‘green projects’ for cities of 10.000 - 20.000 inh

· … and Garden Festival for cities of more than 20.000 inhabitants

· The State provides subsidies of up till 2 mio € for such G project
· … and up till 5 mio € for a R Garden Festival with the obligation

· … that the city invests at least the same amount of money

· Sometimes the cities take this opportunity to invest much more

· … to improve their infrastructure

· till 2010 the State of BW has invested the sum of 80 mio euros

· … and thus has encouraged the cities to invest another 160 mio
· … to realize their garden festival projects and other ideas
· Up till 2010 this has resulted in a total area of 625 hectares

· … of new open spaces, squares and parks and thus
· … encouraged a lot of additional investments for projects related
· Landesgartenschauen in Bavaria for example in Bamberg
· Landesgartenschau in Niedersachsen for example in Wolfsburg
· To chose the city they have to prepare and show their ambitions and objectives for the Garden Festivals to a committee

· … which visits and select the cities with a time scope  
