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25 May 2014 Ukraine will elect the head of state, and then - the parliament. 
Ukrainians need to think and decide. 
I compared the countries of the European Union and the Customs Union/

Table 1
Comparison of indicators  European Union countries and  Customs union
 European Union - economic 

and political union 28 
countries of Europe 

Customs Union of Russia, Belarus 
and Kazakhstan - trade 
economic union of these countries, 
formed in October 
2007. within the Eurasian Economic 
Community

Territory 4.3 million. km more than 20 million square meters. 
km

Population more than 500 million 
people

- about 170 million people

GDP per capita $ 34,500 : Russia - $ 17,700; 
Belarus - $ 15,900; Kazakhstan - $ 
13,900

The average life 
expectancy - 

79.7 years Life expectancy: Russia - 70.3; 
Belarus - 70.7; Kazakhstan - 68.7 
years 

state should : EU accession state should :
• adhere to the principles 
of the rule of law and 
democracy ;
ensure the constitutional 
rights and freedoms of its 
citizens ;
• achieve a level of 
economic development, in 
which national
onal economy is able to 
withstand competition on 
the EU market ;
• recognize common rules 
and standards of the EU, 
including its economic
nomic and political goals.
As a rule, the question of 
accession to the EU brought 

no requirements in the areas of 
rights and freedoms of their citizens, 
the quality of governance, 
reduce corruption, etc. 
  full participation by joining all 
agreements



to the
national referendum and 
its results are taken into 
account
the leadership of both the 
country and the EU

Of the Association Agreement  between Ukraine and the European Union 
parties approved 30 March 2012.  Signing the agreement anticipated in 

November 2013. Ukraine refused to sign the document.    Ukraine and the EU signed 
a political part of the Agreement on March 21, 2014. Economic part will be put 
into effect later. The  choice  Ukraine and the EU Customs Union defines political, 
economic, financial, humanitarian and other relations  between Kiev and Moscow. 
   Ukraine can count on good neighbourly  relations with Russia only in the event of 
failure of the policy of integration with the EU and the first choice in favour of the 
Customs Union.

The choice of the integration vector Ukraine depends essentially on its public 
support. 

  The public support is influenced by many factors: media stereotypes 
, information actions on the part of the media about  the advantages and 

disadvantages of these associations, consequences of them in Ukraine.
The attitude of citizens to the Association Agreement between Ukraine 
and the EU,   Ukraine  and Customs Union have been the subject of 

sociological research by the Centre of Razumkova in  2013 - 2014 years. The purpose 
of my essay is to analyze the data of sociological research.

Center of Razumkov conducts public opinion polls on various topical issues. 
These results on April 2014 are as follows: 

71.4% would vote in poll for unitary state (17.1% - against), 59.5% - Ukraine 
as the sole state ( 36.5% - against), 59.2% would support Ukraine EU membership 
(23 9% - accession to the Customs Union), but only 39.5% would have approved 
Ukraine's accession to NATO (45.9% - against).

The survey studied people's opinion on the future of Ukraine.
Agreement on political association and free trade support 60.4 % of 

respondents, against - 25.4%.
Creating a single union state within Russia, Belarus and Ukraine maintain 

20.1% do not support - 70.5 %.
Ukraine's entry into the Russian Federation as part of the Russian Federation 

supports only 7.5 %, do not support  - 84.8 %. Joining the Tashkent Treaty on 
Collective Security in the CIS support 17.3 % of respondents, 60.9 % - against.

44.8 % of respondents support the retention of the non-aligned status of 
Ukraine, 32% - against.

59.5 % of respondents do not support the introduction of a visa regime with 
Russia, support - only 26.0 %. The respondents' opinions regarding membership of  
Ukraine CIS  shared almost equally : 37.4 % for yield, 40.4% - against.



Table 2
What form of territorial and political system of Ukraine do you support? 

Voted for this answer, %
1. Ukraine shall be a unitary state, which 
scheduled for decentralization of power and a 
significant  empowerment of local authorities 
economic, social and humanitarian spheres 

 69,3

2. Ukraine should become a federal state 16,7
Know 3,14

Research conducted by the Razumkov Centre and Sociological Group "Rating" 
from 28 March to 2 April 2014 in all regions except Crimea. 3011 respondents was  
Interviewed. The sample error - 1.9 %.

Table 3
Which integration association should strive Ukraine in the future? 

 
1 1. Ukraine's accession to the European 
Union

 54,5

2.. Ukraine's accession to the Customs Union 
of Russia, 
Belarus and Kazakhstan

23,9

Know 21,6

According to opinion polls can make "Social portrait " of representatives of 
each of these groups.

1. Proponents of the EU
Among the supporters of two-thirds of the EU - people younger
50.   65% - the largest opposition voters. 40 % - have higher or incomplete 

higher education (which is almost twice that of supporters of the Customs Union). 
(57%) - people with relatively high income,  62% - consider themselves middle 

class. Supporters of the EU have a much more personal experience visit EU countries 
( there were in them 34%) than supporters of the Customs Union ( only 13%), the 
country Customs union they visited (44%).

Among the advantages of the EU they are often referred to as a high level 
of social protection of citizens (70%), the rule of law ( 43%) and time twisted 
democracy ( 41%). 94% - believe that it is in the EU there exists the best conditions 
exist for the development of Ukraine. A Customs Union perceive weaknesses such as 
corruption (64%), dominance of Russia (41%), lack of democracy (41%), the shadow 
the economy ( 40%).



Most supporters of the EU believe that people in the EU, in comparison with 
the countries of the Customs Union - more socially active ( 72%), more cultured 
(72% ) and have a great sense of self-esteem ( 69%).

2. Supporters of the Customs Union
Most (55%) supporters Customs Union - people 50 years and older. (40 %) 

of the pension honors. 70% - residents of the South and East of the country. 46 % -
Voters Party of Regions. As the main advantages of the Customs Union, they called

common history, culture, similar mentality of citizens belonging to its 
member countries (86%), availability of natural resources, energy (69%), stable 
economic situation ( 34%). A major shortcomings The EU said the dominance of 
the leading countries of the Union (46%), unstable economic situation in a number 
of EU countries (46%), unequal economic nomic development stranuchastnits (39% 
), the difference in culture, values and mentality of their citizens (34%), lack of 
natural resources ( 30%). 80 % - believe that it is there in the Customs Union better 
conditions for the development of Ukraine. Majority - believe that people in the 
countries of the Customs Union, compared with the EU countries - are more friendly, 
open and  friendly (57%), a relative majority (48%) - believe their more moral.

Ukraine has to make a difficult choice. The right choice will provide the 
country's movement into perspective.
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