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The recent Arab Spring revolutions have shown that social movements 
can quickly form, attract large numbers of people and overthrow authoritarian 
governments as quickly as it has never happened before. The role of new forms of 
media in these protests was largely discussed in academic circles. It has become 
common knowledge that social media helped protesters in Egypt, Tunisia and 
other countries affected by mass antigovernment demonstrations to communicate, 
coordinate their actions and disseminate information. 

However social media played not only the role of a tactical tool in 
organizing popular unrest: they also led to the appearance of a new theoretical 
assumption about the nature of social movements and social change in our society 
in the age of the Internet and digital technologies.  American sociologist Manuel 
Castell proposed a theory of networked social movements based on his previous 
theoretical work on power in the network society. Castells argues that power in our 
society is exercised by two principle mechanisms: coercion, or intimidation, and 
construction of meaning in people’s minds. The actual battle for the construction of 
meaning is the fundamental struggle in power. Humans create meaning by 
interaction with nature and society. This interaction is happening by networking 
people’s neural networks with networks of nature and with social networks. 
Networking is operated by the act of communication, meaning sharing through the 
exchange of information. Processes of symbolic construction have one common 
feature: they are dependent on messages and frames created, formatted and 
diffused in multimeadia communication networks. The mental processing of 
meaning construction is controlled by the communication environment. The 
transformation of the communication environment affects the forms of meaning 
construction and thus – the power relationships. 

What has changed in the age of digital technologies is the phenomena of mass 
self-communication. New web 2.0 technologies have led to the creation of many-
to-many communication, which stipulated the formation of horizontal networks 
of interactive communication that are difficult to control. This made possible the 
appearance of collective autonomy of individuals who formed a social movement 
capable of counteracting the network of the existing power regime.

The theory of networked social movements was applied by Manuel Castells 
in describing the Occupy Wall Street movement, social movements in Iceland, 
Spain and the Arab Spring. But the Arab Spring is historically unique because as 
it was stated by Hussain and Howard in their study, “it is the first set of political 
upheavals in which all of these things [alienation from the state, consensus among 



the population in the protest, defense of the movement by the international public 
opinion] were digitally mediated”. 

This leads me to the assumption following Castells that there is a new model 
of a social movement that appeared with the introduction of ICTs and social media 
– the model of a networked social movement. Networked social movements all have 
common features. They are all:

● networked (use digital networks to strengthen social networks)
● multimodal (exist both online and offline; less hierarchical and 

without formal leadership)
● global and local (identify themselves with other social movements)
● spontaneous (caused by some unbearable event distributed by social 

media)
● viral (messages become viral and replicable during other protests)
● leaderless (reject delegated power)
● self-reflective (do not start with an ideology)
● non-violent (start generally as non-violent movements; the use of 

violence kills them and turns them to a civil war)

This model helps to theorize a new pattern of protest in our society. What I 
am trying to do in my study is to apply this model to the Ukrainian revolution that 
started mainly on Maidan square. I am doing this through the methodology of lens 
analysis – by taking the Arab Spring pattern of protest, particularly the Egyptian 
revolution, as a model example. My aim is to determine the role social media played 
in planning, coordinating and communicating during protests on Maidan square in 
autumn 2013. 

The Arab Spring provides us with a good pattern of social media usage, 
making it possible thus to develop the variables for comparative analysis. Those 
variables include:

1. The role of social media in the creation of political demands in 
the Ukrainian blogosphere. Here I am trying to apply the theory 
provided by Castells regarding the cultural and political influence of 
the dissemination of ICTs on the formation of collective autonomy.

2. The role of social media in the organization of protest on Maidan 
square. Here I am applying the mechanisms by which social media 
helped to organize the Arab Spring revolution.

3. The role of social media in protest continuation. Here I determine 
the role that social media could have played in the recurrent protests 
on Maidan and their role in the overall cultural change after the 
revolution happened.



In my research I would like to concentrate more on the actual mechanisms 
provided by the rise of the ICTs and social media in particular that are changing the 
existing patterns of social movement and social change.


