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«Clusters of excellence – An insight into the Western European experience»
Abstract: 

The Commission of the European Communities has included “the creation or development of regional and local clusters contribute to a strong European industrial base” in its 2005 publication on “integrated guidelines for growth and jobs” for 2005-2008
. This mirrors the interest in clusters among industry, academia and policymakers, which has been increasing during the last fifteen years and this has generated a vast amount of literature and discussion of the concept of clusters: what is it, why want it, how to make one.

These questions have become important as Western Europe faces the challenge of staying competitive in this age of globalisation and ever-changing technology. Globalisation has not brought about a homogenising process, creating a single global identity in a world with virtually no borders, a world where the local aspects are ‘lost’ through the domination of the global dimension. Instead, firms, institutions and regions are looking for their individual paths to enhanced competitiveness, thus participating in the Lisbon strategy, i.e. the quest to make Europe the “most competitive and knowledge-base economy in the world by 2010”.
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