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Abstract

In the focus of this research is the analysis of social stratification of Russia and its comparison with the European countries. To do this we plan to use data generated within the European Social Survey (2006) containing poll of population older than 15 years of 22 European countries including Germany and Russia. We analyzed social stratification of Russia and Europe. And we found that the highest place in social hierarchy has stratum of "executives" (15.5%). The following by position in social hierarchy is the stratum “small businessmen” (20.3%). The next is the most numerous stratum of "clerks" (36.5%). And following two strata - "workers" (19.0%) and "poor" (8.7%) take the lowest social positions in a society.

On the basis of the received results it is possible to say that social stratification of the Eastern Europe has many similarities with stratification of the Western Europe though has a number of distinctive features.

The majority of people in countries of Western Europe and Germany are happy with the financial position, characterizing it as «coping on present income» or «living comfortably on present income» that it is impossible to tell about Russia, in which the majority considers that to live on their income "difficultly enough" and "very difficult". Countries of Eastern Europe take of an intermediate position; distribution of incomes between strata there directly depends on an educational level and varies depending on educational group.
In the final section of the proposed paper is the comparative analysis of variations in savings behavior between strata in Russia and in European countries.

