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Abstract


Since pluralism and diversity in European countries increases and different concepts of living are coexisting, tolerance is needed as a core of living together.  This paper deals with the question if  life satisfaction, education and religiosity have influences on being tolerant. To test the individual?s tolerance, a distinction is made between tolerance as a universalistic value and � going beyond this notion  � tolerance as a generalized attitude towards  homosexuals. 


In this study we assume that life satisfaction and education increase tolerance. We also investigate the influence of religiosity and the belonging to a specific religious denomination on  tolerance. The dataset analyzed in this research is the third wave of the European Social Survey 2006 including 21 European countries. Given the results of the individual level analysis, life satisfaction,  the level of education as well as being religious and belonging to a religious denomination have an influence on being tolerant. 


The second part of the paper investigates the variance in the level of tolerance caused by country level differences. In the multilevel analysis we concentrate only on the attitudes towards homosexuals, since 16,7% of the differences concerning the attitudes towards homosexuals are caused by country level differences and only 2,9% concerning the universalistic values. We assume  that the gross domestic product, the level of  civil rights and political freedom as well as the level of social tolerance in a country influence the attitude towards homosexuals. We also investigate the associations between the predominant religion in a country and the attitude towards homosexuals. As a result the level of civil liberties and political freedom is the best country level predictor for the attitude towards homosexuals.





