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Economic Liberalism, Civil Rights Liberalism and Liberalism as a Philosophy of Life

Divergences and Convergences in the Eastern and Western Europe

Western Europe and Eastern Europe share in some aspects a common cultural heritage. Yet, the histories of their different political ideologies in the 20th century have shaped distinctively pathways with regard to liberal attitudes. While Eastern Europe has relatively quickly begun to endorse liberal attitudes in the economic sphere (e.g. state intervention), liberalism as a philosophy of life (e.g. religious pluralism) is less pronounced and civil rights liberalism is on a comparatively low level (e.g. the tolerance of ethnic and sexual minorities). This investigation compares the three types of liberalism, their different levels and development and the micro and macro determinants of these attitudes across more than 25 countries for the years from 2002-2007 using a hypothesis testing design, factor analyses and multi-level analyses, i.e. hierarchical linear models. Besides testing individual level factors such as age, socio economic status, authoritarianism and the political orientation (left-right scale) country level predictors are included to explain the country differences in liberal attitudes. The models will show that combinations of contextual factors explain both country level differences (random intercept effects) as well as the differences in individual level effects (cross-level interactions). The models also generalize the differences between time-points of surveys and thereby explain existing divergences and convergences in liberal attitudes.
