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Extended Abstract
In worldwide politics, the Diaspora has an important role to play in preserving the national identity abroad. As a transnational social institution, it connects both to the country of origin and the hosting countries through various social, cultural, economic and political networks and interactions, connecting people or institutions, across the borders of nation-states. After the post-migration worker movement in Europe in 1960s, many immigrant diaspora from different ethnic groups including Turkish Diaspora found themselves facing a national self-identification problem. It took long time to pass through the difficult stages of social and economic adaptation while preserving their national uniqueness and become part of social, economic and political life of the host countries they lived in. 

The Turkish Diaspora refers to the Anatolian Turks who do not live in modern Turkey and migrated to outside of modern Turkey because of mainly social and economic reasons in 1960s. The map of Turkish Diaspora differs from (1) Turkish people currently living in Northern and Central Asia (accepted as Turkish people in Central Asia) or and Caucasus for hundreds of years, or (2) the people stayed out of the borders of Turkey like Northern Cyprus, Greece, Bulgaria, Syria, Iraq, Macedonia, Romania and Kosovo (accepted as Turkish Natives) after the fall of Ottoman Empire and rise of Republic of Turkey in 1923. Today, the Turkish Diaspora in Europe implies a large network as social capital, with a role as economic and political actors in relations between the EU and Turkey.

The multi-ethnic characteristics of the European states confront the Turkish government with the necessity to undertake long-lasting measures for dealing with national self-identification problem of the Diaspora. It is also of crucial importance to achieve this target for the sake of better integration of the Diaspora, and development of the national identity.  Despite its crucial role in political sphere as the guardian of national identity and cultural heritage that Diaspora represent in host countries, the diaspora politics of the government could not keep up with the pace of transformation in national identity of the Diaspora and formulate pro-active governmental policies for the Diaspora in preserving their unique national identification. The net result of this governmental policy failure is the worsened image of Diaspora community, barriers in expression of Diasporan culture and flourishing of Diaspora consciousness. All this dormant national identity needed was a policy boost from Turkish governments to transform it into a vibrant sentiment with a political dimension.

Given the above framework, this paper aims to analyze the role and effectiveness of the Diaspora politics of the Turkish governments in preserving the national identity abroad. Through analyzing the institutions and agents of the Turkish governments serving for developing and preserving national identity of the diaspora community as well as historical development of the Diaspora in economic, social and political fields and transformation in  their national identity, this paper aims to propose alternative government policies in preserving the national identity abroad. In this context, the EU countries with high Turkish Diaspora population are prioritized in this study such as Germany, France, The Netherlands and Belgium. Germany is a specific focus, because it is the biggest EU country with the highest Turkish population in the EU. 

What can be done by the Turkish government to better preserve the national identity of the Diaspora and to restructure the institutional framework to foster the Diaspora politics in developing their national identity is the key question of this study. The study adopts a qualitative evaluation, based on a compare and contrast methodology, by analyzing the evolution of the national identity of Turkish Diaspora in the EU and national identity related diaspora policies of the Turkish government during the period 1961–2009. It provides a deep-rooted normative analysis of the social, economic and cultural policies under the 35 governmental programs implemented in this period by utilizing the archives of the Turkish Grand National Assembly. The unique contribution of this paper to the existing literature is that it directly focuses on providing policy proposals that could be adopted ‘internally’ by the Turkish government to fill a wide gap in existing policies for preservation of national identity of the Diaspora, rather than addressing policies expected to be ‘externally’ adopted by the host governments in Europe. 
The paper is broken down into following sections: The first section is a short historical background of the Turkish Diaspora and evolution of the national identity up to the third generation. The second part critically analyses and evaluates the diaspora politics of the governments in Turkey. In this section, 35 governmental programs implemented between 1963 and 2009 will be evaluated considering the responsiveness of the institutional approaches and effectiveness of the policies in addressing the key challenges that the Dispora has faced regarding preserving national identity. The last section outlines policy proposals for the Turkish government to restructure its policy approach and organizational framework in economic, social and cultural spheres to maximize the role of diaspora politics in preserving and developing the national identity of the diaspora abroad. 
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