Asian Security & Conflict Management

Prof. Alexey Maslov

This course exposes students to the field of security studies.  It does so within the geographical context of East Asia.  The course begins with an introduction to the key theories and methodological approaches of the discipline, before moving onto an exploration of contemporary non-traditional security issues.  Topics covered in this section of the course will range from the political and economic threats still facing the region to the challenges posed by human and drug trafficking, environmental degradation and public health concerns.  

This course is mainly dedicated for those students who have no or little background in Asian studies so this course could be regarded as a qualifying or preparatory course for more detailed courses.

This course will examine how the Asian states as well as Western powers have tried (and are trying) to shape the geopolitical environment since the mid-18th century to the present. The course will focus primarily on the continuities and discontinuities in East Asian cultural, social, political pattern, international relations.

The following issues will be discussed:  the East Asian setting and early European influence to 1800; 19th  century European impact on  East and Southeast Asia; China's and Japan’s response to the West; the decline and fall of  empires in East Asia and national resurrection of Asian states; the Cold War in Asia and postwar nation-building ; the self-reinventing of Japan and China; the rise of nationalism in East Asia and its different models (Chinese, Japanese, etc.); power, authority, and the advent of democracy in Asia; Russia in Pacific Asia; regional dynamics, regional and global perspectives of Asia Pacific; new trends in Asia: isolation, integration, and changes, etc.

Present day Each Asian power confronts challenges and opportunities that influence its national security objectives and strategies. One of the major objectives of this course is to analyze these challenges and opportunities and attempt to reach some consensus on what the alternative futures of Asian Geopolitics will be over the next 15 to 25 years.

The fundamental question of the continuity between the cultural tradition and socio-economic organization of the past and the elements of change and “modernity” in the present, will accompany us during the course and this theme will be developed in the context of the different historical periods.

Course Outcomes

Lectures, readings, excursions, assignments, and discussions are designed to help you develop the skills to:

Think historically, read critically, and write and speak persuasively.

Situate major historical events in East Asian History in their proper geographical, chronological, and thematic context.

Connect and integrate historical understandings, and grasp their political, economic, ethical and moral dimensions.

Appreciate the greatness and complexity of EA and SEA cultural and religious traditions.

To understand continuities and discontinuities in political and state institution of East Asia 

Seek for better understanding of the present development of East Asia .

Evaluate and critically assess the validity of historical evidence and interpretations.

Use primary and secondary sources to construct sophisticated, persuasive, and logical interpretations of historical problems and events.

	Title 

	Course Introduction

	The East Asian Setting and Rising of State and Society before 1800

	Early European Influence to 1800

	19th Century European Imperialism and the Colonization of Southeast Asia

	China's response to the West: The Decline and Fall of the Ch'ing Empire 

	Japan's Response to the West: Meiji Modernization

	The Rise of Nationalism in East Asia

	Nationalism in Colonial East and SE Asia

	Nationalism in China: Chiang Kai-shek versus Mao

	Ultra-Nationalism in Japan: The 1930's

	The Pacific and Cold War In Asia: 

	Postwar Nation-Building in Southeast Asia

	China from Mao to Deng

	Japan Reinvents Itself

	Course Wrap-up


Regular class attendance is mandatory. Students are expected to attend class as well as participate in lectures, discussions, and review sessions. Class participation will constitute 25% of the final grade. Each student is allowed a maximum of two (2) and no more than two (2) unexcused absences during the semester. For each unexcused absence thereafter, five (5) points are deducted from your final grade.  You are responsible for keeping the professor informed of any situation that prevents you from attending class. Students who have more than 5 unexcused absences will not pass the course

Grading:  аn essay, tests, and the final oral exam.

