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1. Editors of AI: The concept of
subjectivity is central to your work.
The individual, with its thoughts and
desires, revealed in a series of auto-
biographical documents, stands as a
witness to the “real” position of a
human toward the outside world of
the regime. Could you outline the
historiographical tradition of subjec-
tivity studies that you are building
upon?
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3. Editors of AI: Related to the above question is the problem of the
relationship between discursive and non-discursive means of subjectiviz-
ing. If we look at the Soviet subject under Stalin as a conscious participant
of the historical process, who shares the narrative suggested by the regime,
how could we understand the dynamics between discursive and repressive
apparatuses? Is there a relationship between the state power realized in the
discourse of emancipation, social egality, and historical progress and the
state power of physical repression, realized in the final moment of trial and
execution?

4. Correspondingly, there emerges a structurally similar question on the
relationship between textual and contextual spheres. The methodological tools
that you are using in your research suggest a strong affiliation with the post-
structuralist thought, with the textual, even rhetorical instrumentarium, the
Derridean il n’y a pas de hors-texte. However, you tend to interpret the sub-
jectivizing practices of the Stalinist state in the vein that is proclaimed by
socio-histoire, looking for the relations of power within any textual interac-
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tion. How do you conceptualize such tension between text and context, be-
tween extra-textual sources of power and their textual correspondences?
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6. Editors of AI:  In recent years, the concept of ideology has been disap-
pearing from scholarly discourse exactly because this concept designated a
discursive sphere whose dynamics depended on extra-discursive reality. Can
you describe the subjectivizing practice of the Soviet regime as ideology?
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7. Editors of AI: One of the most powerful arguments against narratolo-
gy and linguistic turn in historical inquiry came from the perspective of liter-
ary critics. According to some literary scholars, such attention to the lan-
guage and textuality signify a shift of control over the meaning from the
author to the researcher. How can you comment on this problem of intention-
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alism in case of Soviet subjectivity studies, which can also be posited as a
problem of historical source and its reliability?
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8. Editors of AI: There emerges a perspective on the development of the
Soviet subject in your work in which the October takeover of power by the
Bolsheviks is viewed as a watershed in the process of subject construction.
Isn’t there a bourdieuan danger of translating the category of practice into
the category of analysis? Was it not the Bolshevik discourse, which op-
posed “before” and “after” the Revolution, making it into the fundamental
frontier of not only state forms but also fundamental ways of human exist-

|
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ence? In other words, do you see the roots of subjectivizing practices of the
Soviet state in the pre-Revolutionary Russia or the February Revolution?
On the other hand, how linear was the development of these practices after
1917? Do you see any fluctuations of strength in expressions of subjectivity
during the 1920s and 1930s?
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9. Editors of AI: The studies of Soviet Russia have upon themselves a
clear blueprint of schools, related to generational changes. The totalitarian
school and the revisionists of the “structuralist” time have largely defined
the landscape of the discipline. Could you outline your “genealogical” roots
with respect to these schools?
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