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Pre-requisites (required academic background)

The pre-requisites for participating at the course include essential knowledge of the main aspects of world history, history of international relations, history of culture, world geography as well as research methodology on the Bachelor level. It is desirable that the students have background training in Asian studies. Participation in the seminars requires sufficient competence in using principles and methods of social studies required the Bachelor level. 

I. The course objectives and learning outcomes

A. The main academic objective of the course is to introduce to students cutting-edge scientific developments in the field of studies of cultural transformations in East Asia studies applied and develop their theoretical and practical skills in analyzing origins, specificities, factors, effects of those transformation processes, identifying trends of their development. The discipline is aimed at teaching would-be Masters to critically examine various East Asia-related issues through the prism of contemporary culture studies, identify historical and culture parallels in development of certain countries, territories, national and communities. At the same time, the course is meant to equip students with theoretical and methodological tools for conducting applied critical and comparative analysis of various processes in East Asia involving culture changes. The meta-subject objective of the course is to advance students’ critical and independent thinking, skills in synthesising and contextualizing new subject-related information, evaluate their own standpoints on the research problem, to integrate theoretical knowledge with empirical example. 
B. Learning outcomes

After completing of the course the students will be able to:

1. to identify origins, factors, key components, features and consequences of cultural transformations in Asia (from historical and contemporary perspectives)

2. to correctly use key terms and concepts related to culture issues applied to Asian region as well as major classic and contemporary scientific approaches to studying culture issues in Asia particularly and in the world on the whole

3. to identify and explain the basic challenges and trends in historical and contemporary cultural development of Asia in the regional and global context

4. to adequately use instruments of the contemporary social science methodology in conducting research in Asian studies and culture issues in particular

5. to effectively work with literature and different types of information resources, to locate, analyse, evaluate, synthesise information on Asian issues from a wide variety of sources
6. to distinguish between incoherent explanation and well-ground argumentation
7. to be able to cooperate with colleagues on key issues of Asian studies and communicate own findings to other course participants

8. to critically assess own oral presentations, explanations and written works and performance of the colleagues, make references of the others’ work

Pre-requisites (required academic background)

The pre-requisites for participating at the course include essential knowledge of the main aspects of world history, history of international relations, history of culture, world geography as well as research methodology on the Bachelor level. It is desirable that the students have background training in Asian studies. 

II. The course objectives and learning outcomes

The main academic objective of the course is to introduce to students cutting-edge scientific developments in the field of studies of cultural transformations in Asia studies applied and develop their theoretical and practical skills in analyzing origins, specificities, factors, effects of those transformation processes, identifying trends of their development. The discipline is aimed at teaching the students to be able to critically examine various Asia-related issues through the prism of contemporary culture studies, to be able to identify historical and culture parallels in development of certain countries, territories, national and communities. At the same time, the course is meant to equip students with theoretical and methodological tools for conducting applied critical and comparative analysis of various processes in Asia involving culture changes. The meta-subject objective of the course is to advance students’ critical and independent thinking, skills in synthesising and contextualizing new subject-related information, evaluate their own standpoints on the research problem, to integrate theoretical knowledge with empirical example. 
C. Learning outcomes

After completing of the course the students will be able to:

9. to identify origins, factors, key components, features and consequences of cultural transformations in Asia (from historical and contemporary perspectives)

10. to correctly use key terms and concepts related to culture issues applied to Asian region as well as major classic and contemporary scientific approaches to studying culture issues in Asia particularly and in the world on the whole

11. to identify and explain the basic challenges and trends in historical and contemporary cultural development of East Asia in the regional and global context

12. to adequately use instruments of the contemporary social science methodology in conducting research in Asian studies and culture issues in particular

13. to effectively work with literature and different types of information resources, to locate, analyse, evaluate, synthesise information on East Asian issues from a wide variety of sources
14. to distinguish between incoherent explanation and well-ground argumentation
15. to be able to cooperate with colleagues on key issues of East Asian studies and communicate own findings to other course participants

16. to critically assess own oral presentations, explanations and written works and performance of the colleagues, make references of the others’ work

The Outlay of the Course Structure: 
	№
	Title
	Hours 
	Аудиторные часы
	Self Preparation

	
	
	
	Lectures
	Seminars
	Practical assignments
	

	1. 
	Introduction. The Concept of Socio-Political Culture. 
	6
	4
	2
	
	

	2. 
	Socio-Political Cultures of “East” and “West” – What is Common, What is Different?
	10
	6
	4
	
	

	3. 
	Socio-Political Culture of Confucian Region. Common Characteristics. 
	8
	6
	2
	
	

	4. 
	Socio-Political Culture and Institution Building in China. 
	6
	4
	2
	
	

	5. 
	Socio-Political Culture and Institution Building in Japan. 
	6
	4
	2
	
	

	6. 
	Socio-Political Cultures and Institution Building Processes in Korea and Vietnam. 
	8
	6
	2
	
	

	7. 
	Socio-Political Cultures and Institution Building in South Asian Region. 
	8
	6
	2
	
	

	8. 
	Socio-Political Culture and Institution Building in the Region of Islam. Origins of Islamic Political Radicalism. 
	8
	4
	4
	
	

	9. 
	Conclusion. Socio-Political Cultures of Asia and the Problem of Modernization. 
	6
	4
	2
	
	

	
	Altogether (hours)
	66
	44
	22
	
	


Assessment system 

A. Assessment criteria

The grading system is based at the “10-point” approach to evaluating students’ knowledge. 

The form of the final control is a final essay 
Grading taxonomy:

Class Participation – 50%

Final Essay – 50
1.  Introduction. The Concept of Socio-Political Culture. 
The concepts of “power” and “authority” as main objects of socio-political culture studies. Origins and evolution of these concepts. Role and place of the notions of “prehistoric chaos” in formation of the concept of legitimate political power. Family socialization as a key link of person’s notion of power and authority. 

2. Socio-Political Cultures of “East” and “West” – What is Common, What is Different? 
Original commonality of the concepts of legitimate power in the East and in the West. Weat breaks away – social and gender emancipation as a prerequisite to the formation of modern Western concepts of legitimate political power. Conservation of the concept of “sacral” power in the East and its forced evolution to modernity during late colonial and post-colonial periods. 
3. Socio-Political Culture of Confucian Region. Common Characteristics. 
Confucian concept of personality as a part of a certain social and gender hierarchy. Personal dependence on collective (group) as a key mechanism of self-identification and the spce for “happiness quest” and self-realization. The problem of “opposition” Tabooed emotion, aggression and reflection. Non-tabooed body. Power as demigod. Religious syncretism. Realization of power as a non-emotional ritual. 
4. Socio-Political Culture and Institution Building in China. 
Traditional structure of Chinese family. Impeccable moral authority of the “uppers”. The concepts of “face” and “shame” as alternative to Christian “Conscience”. Toatal suppression of personal aggression. Non-articulated personal “spirituality”. Kinship and “quasi” kinship. Contemporary Chinese Leninist one-party state as a mechanism of social integration as a peculiar juncture of tradition, quasi tradition and modernization. 

5. Socio-Political Culture and Institution Building in Japan. 
Japanese socio-political culture as a specific element of East Asian civilization. Confucianism fixed into Shintoism. Blurriness of power and responsibility. Legitimized aggression and emotion in ritual. Weakness of “moral imperative” and of “face” and ability to act beyond kinship ethics. Main principles of “giri” relationships. Structures and mechanisms of Japanese socio-political and institutional integration. Reasons for Japanese institutional sustainability. 
6. Socio-Political Cultures and Institution Building Processes in Korea and Vietnam. 
Korean family – Confucian “moral imperative”, competitiveness and  latent illegitimacy” of political power. Influence of political and military catastrophes of the XX century on political culture and institution building processes. 

Vietnam socio-political culture as a closest to Chinese paragons. Differences with China. French cultural influence. Military conflicts in the country in the second part of XX century and their influence on political institution building. 

7. Socio-Political Cultures and Institution Building in South Asian Region. 
Indian family as a space for creating personal socio-political self-identity. Traditional weakness of centralized political power. Casts, “jajmani system” and the institutions of “panchayat”. Cultural and institutional legacy of British colonial rule as a prerequisite for modern democratic institution building.

8. Socio-Political Culture and Institution Building in the Region of Islam. Origins of Islamic Political Radicalism. 
Islamic society as a structural mixture of pre-Islamic kinship traditions («Common Law”) and different readings of Sharia (“Islamic Law”). “Khalifat”, “Sultanat”, “Imamat”. “Old” and “new” regions of Islamic civilization. Interconnection between the depth of social “Islamization” and the degree of Islamic political radicalism.  
9. Conclusion. Socio-Political Cultures of Asia and the Problem of Modernization. 
Forced and “gap bridging” character of socio-political modernization in the East. Great Oriental civilizations and their adaptive capacities for modernization. Key regional modernization  models and non-linear character of adaptation. 
The course policy and Requirements

· Students are required to fulfil all the components of assessment in order to get a final grade for the course. 

· Reading, analyzing and synthesizing of the required readings is a pre-requisite for participating at every class. 

· Attendance of the classes is essential.

· Contribution to the discussions at class is extremely significant for successful completion of the course and for achieving the main learning goals. 

· A student’s absence at class or abstaining from answer equals to “0” points for participation.

· Students’ absence at less than a half of classes equals to “0” points for participation.

VI. Teaching methodology
Besides traditional teaching methods, the course involves a number of interactive methods, and requires active participation of students during class discussions. The teaching is aimed at developing academic, cognitive, transferrable skills and is completely oriented at active learning. The employed methods of teaching suppose to develop independent thinking, critical assessment, own thought formulation, practice special techniques of analysis. The professor applies a set of traditional and new teaching tools in order to deliver the course in an engaging and effective way.

The professor compiles a collection of suggested readings and provides it to the students in the electronic or printed form.

VII. Special Equipment and Software Support

· A computer with an up-to date operating system

· A multimedia projector

· Secure Internet connection
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