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General course information:

The proposed seminar was designed especially for international students majoring in international relations/political science and global economy. In contrast to international relations courses offered at other Russian universities, it is focused on Russia’s vision of international environment to the West and to the east of her and constructed around specific issues of political and economic nature. Many of the topics included in the course lend themselves to discussion and debate, so different points of view on different problems are provided as much as possible in the recommended literature.  
The course does not have specific prerequisites though certain knowledge of Soviet History and International Relations, as well as Geography of Eurasia will be a plus. 

 

The READING for the course is provided in a READER. Besides, some materials will be distributed via e-mail. 

The class will meet weekly. Typically, there will be structured discussions of the material covered in the corresponding section opened by a prepared student’s presentation/. Attendance and participation in the classes and discussion session are required. 

This seminar was conceived as a means to help students prepare their Masters Duissertations, so the final essay will usually be associated with the topic of the thesis.

Requirements: (1) class attendance (20% of your final grade), participation in the final seminar and/or giving a presentation on the topic in class (30% of your final grade), and 3)  a final exam (50%) in the form of a take-home essay (7-8 pages, 1.5 lines spacing)
Note:
     political developments in Eurasia are quite rapid, so that scholarly publications often don't catch up. Changes will be included only under the category recommended literature.
Topic 1. 

RUSSIA’S VISION OF THE WORLD AND OF HERSELF. Challenge of Russian modernization.
Literature:
D. Trenin. Russia’s Conservative Modernization: a Mission Impossible?

Topic 2.

RUSSIA’S EURASIAN STANCE. RUSSIA’S TWO DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN POLICIES

Literature:

N. Morozova. The Politics of Russian Post-Soviet Identity.

Institute of Contemporary Development .ATTAINING THE FUTURE
Topic 3.
RUSSIA IN INSECURE WORLD

Literature:

S. Lavrov. Russia in the 21st-Century World of Power

Topic 4.

RUSSIA IN THE WORLD OF MONEY. Political economy of Russian foreign policy
Literature:
V. Putin. Russia and the changing world

Topic 5.

RUSSIA’S EURASIAN PROJECT
Literature:


D. Trenin. The End of Eurasia: Russia on the Border Between Geopolitics and Globalization. 
Topic 6.
The Energy Factor in Eurasia: Domestic and International Dimensions. The Caspian and Central Asia
Literature:

Matha Olcott. Vladimir Putin and Russia’s Energy Policy. 

Topic 7.

RUSSIA IN ASIA AND PACIFIC

Literature:
Sergei Lavrov. The Rise of Asia and Eastern Vector of Russia’s Policy. 
Topic 8.

RUSSIA and Islamic world

Literature:
A. Sotnichenko. The Relations Triangle: Islam, Russian Orthodox Church and the State in Post-communist Russia

Topic 9.

Global problems and global governance

Literature:
Priorities of Russia's G20 presidency in 2013

Topic 10.

russia in the world of ideas, liberalism or realism?

Polanyi, The great transformation: The political and economic origins of our time. Boston: Beacon Press, . (2001). chapters 1-4 (pdf available)
 MacDonald, Paul  and Parent, Joseph M. "Graceful Decline? The Surprising Success of Great Power Retrenchment // International Security, volume 35, issue 4, Spring 2011, pp. 7-44
Suggested Presentation Topics

1. Security regimes in Eurasia.
2. Major problems facing Caspian countries.

3. Political order in the countries of Central Asia, their foreign policy strategies.
4. Goals of external players in the Caspian region.
5. Conflicts in the Caucasus.
6. Political perspectives of SCO.
7. Western part of Post-Soviet Space: Political vectors of Byelorussia and Ukraine.
8. Evolution of Russian – Chinese relations.

9. Security threats in Eurasia.
10. Eurasia in world politics.
11. Geopolitical divisions in Eurasia.
12. Economic perspectives of SCO.
13. Iran in the policies of Eurasian nations.
14. Political aspects of energy transportation in Eurasia.

15. Policies of transportation corridors in Eurasia.
The students are invited to come up with their own topic!
