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Initially, a brief history of the concept of executive functioning will be presented. It is emphasized that two major groups of executive functions can be distinguished: those related with cognition and those related with behavior, each one associated with the activity of a specific prefrontal area (dorsolateral and orbitofrontal/ ventromedial). An initial description of the complex participation of the frontal lobes in language and communication was presented by Alexander, Benson and Stuss in 1989. Nine different types of disorders were described, including so-called transcortical motor aphasia. It will be pointed out that contemporary neuroimaging studies have supported the notion that language areas in the human brain involve a complex network of regions including the frontal, temporal and parietal lobes of the left hemisphere. The participation of each one of the different Brodmann’s frontal areas (BA6, BA44, BA 45, BA8, BA9, BA10, BA46, BA47, BA11, BA24, and BA32) in language and communication according to contemporary neuroimaging studies will be examined. Later, the role of Broca’s area in language and cognition is analyzed emphasizing that it does not only participate in linguistic, but also in nonlinguistic processes. In the following section it is suggested that so-called transcortical (or extrasylvian motor aphasia could be interpreted as a defect in the executive control of language (“dysexecutive aphasia”). Finally, it will be mentioned that some authors (e.g., Ardila, 2012) have suggested that the development of metacognitive executive functions is related with motor programming, sequencing, internalizing actions, and grammar development. 
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