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Course Outline

Health is the most fundamental measure of a societies’ social and economic progress. There is increasing interest across the globe in health
and health care as well as in the role of government in securing these. Ambitious and controversial health care reform programmes are
being introduced or are on-going across Russia, Central Asia and parts of Eastern Europe as well as in Western Europe, Latin America and
the US. This course involves us examining and understanding patterns in population health and is structured around three overlapping
thematic blocks:

(i) Health outcomes and distribution (what is health?);
(ii) Health determinants (why are some people healthy and others not?);
(iii) Systems and policies: how should society intervene in health?

Through these 3 organising themes we are able to analyse the nature of and explanations for diverging outcomes in population health
within and between countries and to consider the rationale and potential for different types of intervention. While rooted in a broad social
science approach we are necessarily open to multi- and interdisciplinary thinking as we seek to develop a narrative to promote improved
understanding and communication across the disciplines and among different stakeholders.

The course draws on examples from across the globe including a particular focus on the (often unique) health dynamics and reforms of the
post-Communist countries of Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, Russia and Central Asia.

At the end of the course you will have acquired:

i A clearer understanding of contemporary global health problems — the stylised facts and the challenges ahead.
i Greater ability to critically evaluate evidence relating to health.
i, Capacity to understand and contribute to debates around population health.

iv. An analytical framework for constructing arguments for and evaluating evidence concerning population health and associated
government interventions.
v. Skills of working critically with academic literature and particularly with empirical information.
vi. Improved critical thinking and analytical skills.
vii. Presentation, English writing and problem solving skills.

Assessment Methods
Assessment is in two parts.
(i) There will be an in class ‘open book’ exam at the end of the course. This will contribute 50% to the overall mark.
(ii) Each participant will be involved in an assessed presentation and discussion, which will include a short written submission in
the form of a homework assignment. This will contribute 50% of the overall mark.
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