	

	National Research University - Higher School of Economics

The Net Generation. Russian and American Youth Culture, Bachelor Program 040100.62 “Sociology”



[image: image1.emf]
Аннотация программы учебной дисциплины

Название дисциплины The Net Generation. Russian and American Youth Culture
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Краткое описание курса

Учебный курс «The Net Generation. Russian and American youth culture» является инновационным с точки зрения использования современных технологий, поскольку преподается одновременно в режиме телеконференции студентам НИУ ВШЭ – Санкт-Петербург и студентам Connecticut College, США.

Целями курса является изучение особенностей молодежных культур двух стран, в том числе, знакомство с основными тенденциями формирования российской и американской молодежной культуры; анализ основных архетипов современной молодежной культуры в России и США; сопоставительный анализ современной культуры молодежи в двух странах.

При этом носителями информации, помимо текстов по тематике курса, являются сами студенты. Формат телеконференции позволяет обсуждать темы, связанные с современной молодежной американской и российской культурой, непосредственно с носителями каждой культуры. 

Курс имеет онлайн сопровождение на платформе Moodle, используемой в Connecticut College, посредством которой студенты не только получают все материалы к курсу, но и обсуждают изучаемые темы (еженедельные посты являются требованием курса и оцениваются).

Курс предполагает выполнение студентами письменных заданий текущего и рубежного контроля, выполнение российскими и американскими студентами совместного интернет-проекта, обсуждение литературы по учебным темам, проведение интервью, обсуждение тем в Discussion Board. В течение курса студенты НИУ ВШЭ также должны будут провести по 3 интервью своих американских сокурсников по изучаемым темам, избрав для этого любое удобное средство общения (e-mail, Facebook)

Курс является факультативным. Программа рассчитана на 64 аудиторных часа (32 - лекции, 32 – семинары). В режиме видеоконференции будет проведено 32 часа (1 пара в неделю в течение 1, 2 модулей).

Поскольку курс читается по-английски, уровень владениф английским языком у студентов, обучающихся на курсе, должен быть не ниже В2 по Общеевропейской шкале владения иностранными языками.

Преподаватель – Щемелева И.Ю.

1 Course Summary
With the fall of the Soviet Union, the rise of the Internet, and increased transnational flows of people and ideas, Russians and the Americans have become more connected to each other than ever before through online communication, foreign travel, and popular media. At the same time, recent political events have led to increased tensions between the U.S. and Russian governments, punctuated by political sanctions on both sides. How does the current generation of young Russians and Americans experience this changing political landscape?

The present generation of “digital natives” arguably shares a culture that transcends national boundaries, one in which trends in music, fashion, and slang traverse the globe with astonishing speed. In this regard, young Milennials (or the generation born roughly between 1980 and 2000) in both countries share more in common with each other than they do with many of their compatriots. How, then, can we account for such clear cultural differences as attitudes toward family and sex marriage, race relations, gendered norms of behavior, and patterns of civic engagement? What are the cultural practices and political institutions that shape us from birth through childhood to become Russian and American citizens with a shared sense of history, cultural values and worldview? What social and ideological forces (e.g., nationalism, sexism, racism, and homophobia) inform our assumptions and actions in ways that we might not be aware of ourselves?

This course examines contemporary Russian and American youth cultures, bringing together students from Connecticut College and the Higher School of Economics in St. Petersburg to discuss readings and films via teleconference each week. Topics to be discussed include generational conflict; comparative education systems; student life; children’s literature; youth movements and political activism; marginalized youth; gender and advertising; and social networks. In addition to weekly group meetings, students will meet once a week at their home institutions (without teleconferencing) to continue discussion. 
Area of Application and Regulatory References 
This Course Program establishes minimum requirements for skills and knowledge of the student and determines the content and the forms of educational activities and reporting.

The Course Program is designed for lectures, teaching assistants for Bachelor Program 040100.62 "Sociology".
The Course Program has been developed in accordance with:
· Educational standard of NRU HSE for Bachelor level education, approved by the Academic Council of NRU HSE URL: http://spb.hse.ru/umuspb/structure%20standards-hse 
· Education Program 040100.62 “Sociology”
· University Academic Plan of the Education Program 040100.62 (approved in 2014)
2 Course Goals
The general goal of the course is to examine contemporary Russian and American youth cultures. The aims of the course are: 

· to advance students’ cross-cultural competence (i.e., the ability to communicate effectively with people from another culture) and understanding of the societal and institutional forces that shape cultural identities, including one’s own; 

· to examine the major facets of Russian and American youth cultures from multiple disciplinary perspectives, social positions, and points of view;
· to analyze and understand the major themes of contemporary Russian and American popular culture, political discourse, and social media;
· to develop critical thinking, research, and oral presentation skills through ongoing communication and work with overseas partners.
3 Students' Competencies to be developed by the Course
The student is supposed to:

· Know major characteristics of Russian and American youth culture
· Be able to identify  the societal and institutional forces that shape cultural identities;

· Be able to analyze the major themes of contemporary Russian and American youth culture; 

· Gain critical thinking, research and presentation  skills
The Course develops the following competencies:

	Competencies
	NRU-HSE Code
	Descriptors - the learning outcomes (the indicators of achievement)
	Teaching forms and methods of  that contribute to the development of a competence

	The graduate should have such general culture competences (GC), as:
The ability to perceive, summarize and analyze information, to set goals and find the ways to achieve them 
	GC-1
	A student finds information for his/her project, discusses and analyzes the course material
	Seminars, interviews, essays, final projects 

	The ability to cooperate with colleagues and to work in a team
	GC-3
	A student communicates in English with other students at their home universities and with oversea partners, cooperates with other students working on final group projects 
	Lectures, seminars, homework assignments. Presentation and discussion of group projects.

	The ability to analyze socially important issues and processes
	GC-10 


	A student demonstrates the ability to solve research issues applying professional knowledge. 

	Seminars, discussions, project work

	The ability to us English to communicate with others, to search and analyze information from English sources.


	GC-15
	A student has skills of oral and written communication in English. A student is able to use the information that he/she got from English-language literature sources to support his or her point of view.
	Seminar and online discussions, interviews, essays, projects 


4 How the Course Fits in with the Curriculum
The Course is to be based on the acquisition of the following Courses (at the bachelor level):

· Sociological theory
· Philosophy
· Foreign language (English)
The Course requires the students' level of English B2 (CEFR).
The main provisions of the Course should be used for further studies of the following Courses:
· Sociology of youth
· Sociology of politics
· Sociology of deviance
5 Course Schedule
	№
	Topic
	Total amount of hours 
	

	
	
	
	Lectures
	Seminars
	Self-Study

	1
	Introduction and Definitions: Youth, Culture, Socialization
	8
	2
	2
	4

	2
	Generations Defined in Russia and the U.S.
	10
	2
	2
	6

	3
	Primary Socialization: The Family in Russia and the U.S.
	10
	2
	2
	6

	4
	Children’s Literature and Socialization
	10
	2
	2
	6

	5
	Comparative Education Systems 
	10
	2
	2
	6

	6
	Student Life
	10
	2
	2
	6

	7
	School Violence
	8
	2
	2
	4

	8
	Youth and Political Activism
	10
	2
	2
	6

	9
	Youth Movements 
	10
	2
	2
	6

	10
	Marginalized Youth
	14
	4
	4
	6

	11
	Gender, Masculinity and Transgender Studies
	10
	2
	2
	6

	12
	Gender and advertising
	10
	2
	2
	6

	13
	Social Media and the Internet
	10
	2
	2
	6

	14
	Project Presentations
	12
	2
	4
	6

	15
	Conclusions
	6
	4
	2
	

	
	Total:
	144
	32
	32
	80


6. Evaluation and Grading

Assignments and Final Research Project

Final grades are based on frequent written responses to the course material (45%), interviews with overseas partner(s) (15%), participation in discussion (online and in-class, 20%), and on a final project (20%). The purpose of these assignments is for you to engage with the material on a regular basis and to learn through communicating with others while doing so. The point is never for to produce “the right answer”; we will be discussing many controversial and contested issues this semester for which there is no correct answer. On that note, never present anyone else’s written work as your own: that is plagiarism. Always feel free to discuss others’ ideas, both in your written work and in class, and to articulate your thoughts about the material in the various forums available.  

Short essays. There will be three shorts essays due at the end of weeks 3, 6, and 11, due on Sept. 21, Oct 12, and Nov. 16. In the essays students will compare arguments, paraphrase, and analyze sources and films. We will discuss the purpose and design of the essays in class.

Parterner interviews. Students will conduct interviews via Skype and e-mail with peers abroad at the end of weeks 4, 7, and 13 to gain cultural information about educational institutions and student life (interviews to be conducted between 9/26 and 10/1), activism and youth movements (10/17-10/20), and social media and Internet use (11/28-12/1). Students will take an active role in designing interview questions, conducting interviews, and compiling and reporting results. 

Final research projects. At the end of the fifth week of classes, students will sign up for a topic that they will research for the rest of the semester, culminating in a final digital project. Potential topics for projects will be posted to the course website by the end of week 4, and students will have until Oct. 6 to choose a project. There are many fascinating subjects that we will not have time to cover in class (e.g., youth and religion, skinheads, teen suicide, pregnancy and abortion, military service, employment, consumer culture, the music industry) that students may wish to explore. CC research librarians are available to work with you to help you develop and research your chosen topic.

Students will prepare and record their final projects, to be uploaded to the course website by Dec. 16. Your project may take any number of digital forms (e.g., Prezi, a short film, blog, a recorded performance or lecture, a photo essay with commentary, etc.). Students will submit their final projects, along with a bibliography and a narrative description (approx. two pages) by the Dec. 16 deadline. The project description should detail the evolution of your research and a summary of your findings. We will talk more about final research projects in class. 

7. The Course Content
Dates listed in bold indicate teleconference classes, which are held on Tuesdays; on Thursdays Russian and American students will meet separately at their home institutions.

WEEK 1
Introduction and Definitions: Youth, Culture, Socialization
Sept. 2

Youth in Russia and the U.S. 
In class: Review of syllabus. Who are we talking about we when speak of youth? What characteristics do the current generations of young Russians and Americans share? How are they different? How are we socialized as members of a generation? Survey results.

Sept. 4
Recent events in Russian and U.S. History; Primary vs. Secondary Socialization

Readings: Peter Burger and Thomas Luckmann, The Social Construction of Reality, pp. 129​–147; Susan Richards, Lost and Found in Russia: NY: Other 
Press, 2009, pp. xv-xxi; Wikipedia's History of the United States (1991–present)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_United_States_(1991–present)

WEEK 2
Generations Defined in Russia and the U.S. 

Sept. 9
Reading: Mark McCrindle and Emily Wolfinger, “Generations Defined” in The ABC of XYZ: Understanding the Global Generations (Sydney: UNSW Press, 2009), 1–22; Elena Omel’chenko, “Russian Youth from the 1990s until 2010”

In class: How are the boundaries between generations (baby boomers, gen Xers, 

millenials) determined? Do boundary markers and designations of generations differ in Russia and the U.S.?

Sept. 11
Changing Markers of Adulthood
Reading: “It’s Official: The Boomerage Kids Won’t Leave Home,” http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/22/magazine/its-official-the-boomerang-kids-wont-leave.html?hp&_r=0#
Interview: Jeffrey Jensen Arnett, “Emerging Adulthood,” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_f8DmU-gQQ
TED Talk: Meg Jay, “Why 30 is Not the New 20,” TED Talk, April 2013

http://www.ted.com/talks/meg_jay_why_30_is_not_the_new_20?language=en 

WEEK 3
Primary Socialization: The Family in Russia and the U.S.

Sept. 16
Changing Family Structures in Russia and the U.S. 

Reading: Vladimir Zubkov, “Russian Families: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives on Problems and Strengths,” Marriage and Family Review, vol. 41, No. 3–4, 2007; Natalie Angier, “The Changing American Family,” New York Times, 26 Nov. 2013  http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/26/health/families.html?emc=eta1&_r=0
Sept. 18
Families (continued)

Readings: Ken Roberts, “Young People and Family Life in Eastern Europe,” in A New Youth? Young People, Generations, and Family Life (Ashgate: Abingdon GBR, 2006), 203–223; Michael Rosenfeld, Age of Independence: Interracial Unions, Same Sex Unions, and the Changing American Family (Introduction, pp. 1-17, Cambridge MA: Harvard UP, 2007)
Sun. Sept. 21 
FIRST ESSAY DUE BY 5:00 p.m.
WEEK 4
Children’s Literature and Socialization

Sept. 23
Writing about Totalitarianism for Children 

Reading: Breaking Stalin’s Nose
In class: Discussion with Eugene Yelchin and Olga Bukhina 

Sept. 25
Gender and Young Adult Literature
Reading: Andrea Lanoux, “Laundry, Potatoes, and the Everlasting Soul: Russian 

Advice Literature for Girls after Communism”; The Hunger Games or The Giver
9/26–10/1
Interviews with partners on educational institutions and student life in Russia and the U.S. 
WEEK 5
Comparative Education Systems 

Sept. 30
NO CLASS for American Students (Connecticut College fall break); Russian 

students – discussion (essay)
Oct. 2

Discussion of results of partner interviews on education, topics for final projects 

Oct. 6

Deadline for students to sign up for topics for final projects

WEEK 6  
Student Life
Oct. 7

Reading: Barrett Seaman, “Introduction” in Binge: What Your College Student 
Won’t Tell You (2006), 1–16; “First Report of the White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault,” April 2014: https://www.notalone.gov/assets/report.pdf

Oct. 9

Discussion of partner interviews on student life

Sun., Oct. 12 
SECOND ESSAY DUE BY 5:00 p.m.
WEEK 7
School Violence 
Oct. 14
Reading: Youth Gun Violence Fact Sheet, National Association of School Psychologists

http://www.nasponline.org/resources/crisis_safety/Youth_Gun_Violence_Fact_Sheet.pdf
Dewey G. Cornell, “Gun Violence and Mass Shootings: Myth, Facts, Solutions,” The Washington Post, June 11, 2014

Film: Bowling for Columbine (2002)

Oct. 16
Discussion 
10/17–10/20
Interviews with partners on youth activism and political movements   
WEEK 8
Youth and Political Activism

Oct. 21
Pussy Riot



Film: Pussy Riot film
Guest: Elena Olmelchenko, Higher School of Economics
Oct. 23

Reading: Valerie Sperling, “Nashi Devushki: Gender and Political Youth 

Activism in Putin’s and Medvedev’s Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 28:2 (2012), 232–261. 

Discussion of partner interviews about youth activism in Russia and the U.S.

WEEK 9
Youth Movements 

Oct. 28
Film: Anarchists (Omelchenko) 

Oct. 30

Film: Occupy Wall Street Collaborative Film (2013) – no class for Russian students

WEEK 10
Marginalized Youth

Nov. 4
Films: Precious (dir. Lee Daniels, 2009); Lilia-4-Ever (Lucas Moodyson, 2002)

Nov. 6

Discussion of films


WEEK 11
Marginalized Youth, Part 2: Incarcerated Youth

Nov. 11
Reading: “U.S. Has Highest Incarceration Rate,” http://www.prb.org/Publications/Articles/2012/us-incarceration.aspx

Film: Miss Gulag
Nov. 13
Discussion

Sun., Nov. 16 
THIRD ESSAY DUE BY 5:00 p.m.
WEEK 12
Gender, Masculinity and Transgender Studies
Nov. 18
 O.V. Pospelova, “Models of Manliness,” Anthropology & Archeology of Eurasia 

(summer 2010, Vol. 49 Issue 1, p. 46-55); Michael Kimmel, Guyland, Ch. 3; 
Jason Cromwell, “Queering the Binaries: Transsituated Identities, Bodies, and Sexualities,” Trangender Studies Reader, 509–520.

Nov. 20 
THANKSGIVING — NO CLASS

                        Russian students – discussion (essay) 

WEEK 13
Gender and advertising 

Nov. 25
 Viewing: Killing Us Softly 4  
Nov. 27
Hilary Pilkington, et. al. Looking West? Cultural Globalization and 

  

Russian Youth Cultures (University Park: Penn State UP: 2002), excerpts

11/28–12/1
Interviews with partners abroad on social media and Internet use   

WEEK 14 
Social Media and the Internet
Dec. 2
Viewing: Michael Wesch, “An Anthropological Introduction to You Tube”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPAO-lZ4_hU
Dec. 4
Discussion of results of partner interviews  
WEEK 15
Conclusions
Dec. 9
Last class – discussion of final research projects

Dec. 11           Russian students – discussion (essays)
Dec. 16           Russian students – discussion (course evaluation)
6 Educational Technologies
The course is taught to Russian (Higher School of Economics, St. Petersburg) and American (Connecticut College) students via teleconference. Online discussions, partners interviews are an integrated part of the course.
7 Grading Procedures
Attendance and active participation are required at all class meetings, and is a condition for successfully completing the course. Because class sessions are based on structured interactions between Russian and American peers, attendance is critical. 

Final Grades will be based on the following criteria:

Short papers, essays and written assignments

45%

Partner Interviews 




           15%




Participation in discussion (online and in-class)
           20%

Final project (exam)




           20%

Students are required to post to the online discussion board on the course Website by 8:00 p.m. each Monday (i.e., before Tuesday’s class) each week. Postings will be evaluated on the basis of their content and quality, not length or grammar. Students should have a minimum of 14 postings (minimum one paragraph each) by the end of the semester, which instructors will review before assigning final grades. The purpose of the online forum is to give students a place to develop and articulate ideas about the material, as well as opportunity for discussion for those who are less comfortable speaking in class. Postings should be written in complete sentences with proper punctuation (no “text-speak”)
The Diploma Certificate contains the Course final grade, which is calculated by the following formula:
ОCourse =  0.45·ОShort papers, essays and written assignments +  0.15·ОPartner Interviews + 0.2·ОParticipation in discussion + 0.2·О final  project  
8 Teaching Methods and Information Provision
8.1 Required Reading
“First Report of the White House Task Force to Protect Students from Sexual Assault,” April 2014: https://www.notalone.gov/assets/report.pdf

“It’s Official: The Boomerage Kids Won’t Leave Home,” http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/22/magazine/its-official-the-boomerang-kids-wont-leave.html?hp&_r=0#
“U.S. Has Highest Incarceration Rate,” http://www.prb.org/Publications/Articles/2012/us-incarceration.aspx
Arnett, Jeffrey Jensen. “Emerging Adulthood,” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_f8DmU-gQQ
Burger, Peter & Luckmann, Thomas. The Social Construction of Reality, pp. 129​–147; Susan Richards, Lost and Found in Russia: NY: Other Press, 2009, pp. xv-xxi; 

Cornell, Dewey G. “Gun Violence and Mass Shootings: Myth, Facts, Solutions,” The Washington Post, June 11, 2014

Cromwell, Jason. “Queering the Binaries: Transsituated Identities, Bodies, and Sexualities,” Trangender Studies Reader, 509–520.

http://www.nasponline.org/resources/crisis_safety/Youth_Gun_Violence_Fact_Sheet.pdf
Kimmel, Michael. Guyland, Ch. 3; 
Lanoux, Andrea. “Laundry, Potatoes, and the Everlasting Soul: Russian Advice Literature for Girls after Communism”; 

McCrindle, Mark & Wolfinger, Emily. “Generations Defined” in The ABC of XYZ: Understanding the Global Generations (Sydney: UNSW Press, 2009), 1–22; Elena Omel’chenko, “Russian Youth from the 1990s until 2010”

Natalie Angier, “The Changing American Family,” New York Times, 26 Nov. 2013  http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/26/health/families.html?emc=eta1&_r=0
Pospelova, O.V. “Models of Manliness,” Anthropology & Archeology of Eurasia (summer 2010, Vol. 49 Issue 1, p. 46-55); 

Sperling,Valerie. “Nashi Devushki: Gender and Political Youth Activism in Putin’s and Medvedev’s Russia,” Post-Soviet Affairs, 28:2 (2012), 232–261. 

Yelchin, Eugene Breaking Stalin’s Nose, 2013
Youth Gun Violence Fact Sheet, National Association of School Psychologists

8.2. Additional reading

Pilkington, Hilary, et. al. Looking West? Cultural Globalization and Russian Youth Cultures (University Park: Penn State UP: 2002), excerpts

Roberts, Ken. “Young People and Family Life in Eastern Europe,” in A New Youth? Young People, Generations, and Family Life (Ashgate: Abingdon GBR, 2006), 203–223; 

Rosenfeld, Michael. Age of Independence: Interracial Unions, Same Sex Unions, and the Changing American Family (Introduction, pp. 1-17, Cambridge MA: Harvard UP, 2007)
Seaman, Barrett. “Introduction” in Binge: What Your College Student Won’t Tell You (2006), 1–16; 
Zubkov, Vladimir .“Russian Families: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives on Problems and Strengths,” Marriage and Family Review, vol. 41, No. 3–4, 2007

8.3. Required video / films
Anarchists 

Bowling for Columbine (2002)

Jay, Meg “Why 30 is Not the New 20,” TED Talk, April 2013 (TED Talk)

Killing Us Softly 4  http://www.ted.com/talks/meg_jay_why_30_is_not_the_new_20?language=en 

Occupy Wall Street Collaborative Film (2013) 

Pussy Riot film
Wesch, Michael “An Anthropological Introduction to You Tube”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPAO-lZ4_hU
9 Academic Integrity 

 Each student in this course is expected to abide by the Higher School of Economics’ Academic Honesty Policy.  
11 Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
The Higher School of Economics is committed to ensuring equal academic opportunities and inclusion for students with disabilities based on the principles of independent living, accessible universal design, and diversity. I am available to discuss appropriate academic accommodations that may be required for student with disabilities. Requests for academic accommodations are to be made during the first three weeks of the semester, except for unusual circumstances. Students are encouraged to register with Disability Services Center to verify their eligibility for appropriate accommodations.
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