Russia’s soft power: what it is and what it might be
Soft Power– What is it? How can we measure it? How can we use it? 

Prof Andrej Krickovic

Nye’s’ concept of “soft power” has become one of the most popularly concepts in modern day discussion of international relations.  Though often invoked by policymakers and the general public, the concept itself is poorly understood and seldom treated in a rigorous and systematic way. In this part of the course we will examine soft power as a theoretical concept and explore its relationship to other facets of power, such as coercion and inducement. We will look to answer three fundamental questions: What constitutes soft power? How can we measure its use? And how can states and other international actors use it to get what they want? We will also look to see whether American and Western soft power is in decline and also how other, non-Western, centers of power are trying to use it to achieve their foreign policy goals. 
This part of course runs 6 hours (3 lectures).

Lecture 1: Theoretical Approaches to the Study of Power in International Relations
Readings:

David Baldwin, “Power and International Relations”, in Handbook of International Relations, eds. Walter Carlsnaes, Thomas Risse, and Beth A. Simmons. 2nd Ed. (Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, 2013): 273-297.

Joseph Nye, Soft Power: The means to Success in World Politics (Public Affairs: New York, 2005), pp. 1-33

Lecture 2: Soft Power as a Theoretical Concept – What is it? How can we measure it? How can we use it? 

Readings:

Giulio M. Gallarotti. "Soft Power: What it is, Why it’s Important, and the Conditions Under Which it Can Be Effectively Used" Journal of Political Power 4.1 (2011): pp. 25-47.

Steve Weber et.al. "Taking Soft Power Seriously" Comparative Strategy, volume 29, issue 5, pages pp. 412-431

Lecture 3: Is the West’s Soft Power in Decline? – Rise of the New Centers of (Soft) Power 

Readings: 

Jean-Marc F. Blanchard and Fujia Lu, “Thinking Hard About Soft Power: A Review and Critique of the Literature on China and Soft Power”, Asian Perspective, October-December 2012, Vol. 36, No. 4, pp. 565-589.

Alexander Bogomolov and Oleksandr Lytvynenko, “A Ghost in the Mirror: Russian Soft Power in Ukraine, Chatham House Briefing Papers, January 2012, 

Joseph Nye, “What China and Russia Don’t Get About Soft Power”, Foreign Policy, April 2013

Second part of the course is intended to provide students with an in-depth examination of soft power as an instrument of Russia’s foreign policy. It focuses upon the global dimension of Russia’s soft power, analyses the soft power dimension of the western and eastern vectors of Russian foreign policy and outlines main domestic instruments that Russia can develop in order to upgrade the efficiency of its soft power. Special attention is paid to the PR-instruments Russia uses while hosting top-level meetings (APEC-2012, Winter Olympic Games-2014 etc.) and their repercussions for Russia’s foreign policy. 

 
The ultimate purpose of this part of the course is to encourage students to understand and analyze Russian foreign policy by grasping the nature of its soft power support. The course provokes thinking of future trends of soft power development in contemporary international relations with the specific respect to Russia’s case. 

This part of course runs ___ hours. It is taught by leading Russian scholars who write extensively on contemporary international relations and consult government agencies on various foreign policy issues. The Reading List is comprised of selected works aimed to provide guidance for comprehensive and innovative discussions on the whole range of issues under consideration. 
Dmitry Suslov. Russia’s soft power at the Post-Soviet space and in Euro-Atlantic (6 hours, 3 lectures)

Soft power is widely considered to be a missing part or at least a weak point among Russian foreign policy instruments, both globally and regionally. Without ideology, with sluggish and one-sided economy, pervasive corruption, ineffective governance and poor rule of law, contemporary Russia cannot be an attractive model comparable to either the US and the EU, or rapidly growing and successful China. Thus, the argument goes, it is compelled to use hard power (both military and economic), as well as skillful diplomatic art, to promote its interests, while competition between Russia and the West at the former USSR is widely described as a clash between the Western soft and Russian hard power.
This narrative will be explored and challenged. The students will be acquainted with the Russian foreign policy thinking on soft power and Russian attempts to promote soft power among its foreign policy instruments, to develop relevant policies and institutions. Western policies towards Russia and former USSR will also be analyzed and soft power component in them will be discussed. Finally, this part of the course will identify the roles of soft and hard power in Russia – Western competition at the former USSR, which has become particularly acute with the Ukrainian crises. Ukraine and Central Asia will be selected as case studies for this discussion.
Lecture 4. Russia’s Soft Power: thinking and instruments. 
Readings:

James Sherr. “Hard Diplomacy and Soft Coercion: Russia's Influence Abroad”. RIIA, 2013. 152 pp. 
Dmitri V, Trenin. Post-Imperium: A Eurasian Story. CEIP, 2011. 279 pp.
Jeffrey Mankoff. Russian Foreign Policy: The Return of Great Power Politics. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, 2009
Concept of the Foreign Policy of the Russian Federation. Approved by President of the Russian Federation V. Putin on 12 February 2013. http://www.mid.ru/bdomp/ns-osndoc.nsf/1e5f0de28fe77fdcc32575d900298676/869c9d2b87ad8014c32575d9002b1c38!OpenDocument 
CONCEPT of the Russian Federation's State Policy in the Area of International Development Assistance. APPROVED by Decree No.259 of the President of the Russian Federation of April 20, 2014. http://www.mid.ru/bdomp/ns-osndoc.nsf/1e5f0de28fe77fdcc32575d900298676/e68f5e0f3866ece544257d77004b2054!OpenDocument 

About Rossotrudnichestvo. http://rs.gov.ru/en/node/305
Eleonora Tafuro. Fatal attraction? Russia’s soft power in its neighborhood – Analyses. Eurasia Review, 29.05.2014. http://fride.org/download/29.05.2014_EurasiaReview_US_ET.pdf [
Yelena Osipova. ‘Russification’ of ‘Soft Power’: Transformation of a Concept. http://www.exchangediplomacy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Russification-of-Soft-Power-.pdf 
MFA of Russia. Основные направления политики Российской Федерации в сфере международного культурно -гуманитарного сотрудничества [Policy of the Russian Federation on International Cultural and Humanitarian Cooperation]. Retrieved March5, 2014, from http://www.mid.ru/bdomp/nsosndoc.nsf/e2f289bea62097f9c325787a0034c255/fd3aa5ccb0c5f96b442579ec004ec849
Lecture 5. Soft Power in the US and the EU policies at the Post-Soviet space. 

Readings:
I. Parmar & M. Cox (Eds.), Soft Power and US Foreign Policy. Theoretical, Historical and Contemporary Perspectives. New York, NY: Routledge
Timothy Colton, Timothy Frye and Robert Legvold (eds). The Policy World Meets Academia: Designing U. S. Policy toward Russia. American Academy of Arts and Sciences.
Samuel Charap and Alexandros Petersen. Reimagining U.S. Interests and Priorities in Post-Soviet Eurasia. https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/security/news/2011/08/01/10153/reimagining-u-s-interests-and-priorities-in-post-soviet-eurasia/ 

Lecture 6. Russia-Western competition at the Post-Soviet space: the roles of hard of soft power 

Readings:
Andrew Wilson. “Ukraine Crisis: What It Means for the West”. Yale university Press, 2014.
James Sherr. “Hard Diplomacy and Soft Coercion: Russia's Influence Abroad”. RIIA, 2013. 152 pp. 

Roger E. Kanet and Maria Raquel Freire. Competing for Influence: the EU and Russia in post-Soviet Eurasia. Central and East European Studies Series, 2012
Evgevy Kanaev. Russia’s soft power in Asia-Pacific (8 hours)
The “clash of soft powers” in Asia-Pacific. The specificity of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Indian and Southeast Asian soft powers: points of convergence and divergence. An assessment of Western soft power capabilities in Asia-Pacific. Asia-Pacific soft power discourse: between nationalism and identity-building.  Soft power and public diplomacy: the Asia-Pacific dimension. “Leadernomics” and “nationnomics” in Asia-Pacific: complimentarity or contradiction? 
Russian pivot to Asia-Pacific: the soft power dimension. Main components and directions of Russian soft power in Asia-Pacific. Russia in Asia-Pacific media space. Russia’s APEC chairmanship: the soft power connection. Russia is a brand: what has and has not been achieved. Limitations of Russian soft power in Asia-Pacific. 

The reading list

Dogra S., Jun Jie Woo. (2014) Asia’s Leaders and Economic Soft Power. The Diplomat. July 31. // http://thediplomat.com/2014/07/asias-leaders-and-economic-soft-power/
Hall I., Smith F. (2013) Competing for Soft Power in Asia. Australia National University. 13 March. // http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/news-events/all-stories/competing-soft-power-asia#.VO97q-idFc0
(2013) Kanaev E. A., Koldunova E., Zavadsky M., Zinovyeva E., Iontsev V., Kireeva A., Likhachev V., Lukonin S., Menzhulin G., Novikov A., Prokhorova Y., Sevastyanov S., Stapran N. Russia’s Guiding Landmarks in the Asia-Pacific after the APEC Summit in Vladivostok. M.: Spetskniga. // http://russiancouncil.ru/common/upload/AsiaPacific2_En.pdf
Fedorov V. Russian Identity and the Challenges of the Time. The Vaildai Club. 19.08.2013. // http://valdaiclub.com/culture/61340.html
Laruelle M. (2014) Russia’s National Identity and Foreign Policy toward the Asia-Pacific. The Asan Special Forum. 25 January. // http://www.theasanforum.org/russias-national-identity-and-foreign-policy-toward-the-asia-pacific/
