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1. Contact details 
 

Professor Christopher J Gerry   
Room 314, 3 Kamtemirovskaya Street 
 
Tel: +7 965 173-52-26   
Email: cgerry@hse.ru or c.gerry@ucl.ac.uk  
 
Office Hours: Monday afternoon, by appointment 

 

2. Course summary 
 
Social and economic inequalities have increased within many countries during recent decades – a 
fact that has not gone unnoticed in recent political and public debates. See for example the publicity 
surrounding the recent work of Tomas Piketty. This course introduces students to various aspects of 
social and economic inequality through focusing on empirical findings from social-scientific research 
and on theoretical foundations of inequality research. What is social inequality and why is it 
important?  
 
The course will cover a broad range of topics pertinent to understanding social and economic 
inequality as a major principle of social organization of human societies and one of the central 
concepts in social sciences. We will introduce you to the empirical research on social inequality and 
its complexities. Throughout the course, we will examine the different forms that inequality can take, 
how it matters (or not), and the ways it is resisted, maintained and reproduced. We will look at how 
characteristics of gender/sexuality, ethnicity/race, immigrant status, age, disability and class affect our 
lives. We will also compare the evidence in different contexts—that is, how is inequality experienced 
in different regions and countries? Additionally, we will look at themes that dominate the economics of 
inequality discourse and will look at how inequality impacts on the functioning of the economy and 
why inequality arises. In order to understand both sociological and economic approaches we will 
need to discuss how social and economic inequality (as well as poverty) is measured.  
 
The course will address many big issues, and we will try to find answers to questions important both 
theoretically and politically: Are rich individuals and families getting richer in contemporary societies 
and why? Why do so many people seem to be living in poverty and what are the social mechanisms 
of poverty traps? What is the influence of inequality and poverty on individual health? Can education 
alleviate poverty and why do the poor seem to have educational problems in school? What is global 
inequality, why are some countries richer than others, and how do (and should) we measure 
inequality between the nations? What is the global context of poverty and what can the world can do 
to solve this problem? 
 
The course will include lectures and seminars based on assigned readings (about 15-20 pages a 
week). Students are supposed to participate actively in the seminar discussions, deliver presentations 
and write a short final essay paper by the end of the course. Instructors will be available for 
consultation on course work outside the classroom on a weekly basis during their office hours. 
 

3. Learning outcomes: Upon completion of this course you will have acquired: 
 

i. Have a broad understanding of how and why inequalities exist, and evolve 
ii. Identify key ideas, concepts and examples of experiences of inequality globally  
iii. Summarize and critically assess academic papers and news reports about inequality 
iv. Knowledge of how class, gender, race, religion and the structure of the welfare state shapes 

inequality in contemporary society’.  
v. Knowledge of how health and health inequalities relate to socioeconomic circumstances.   
vi. Capacity to understand and contribute to debates around social and economic inequality. 
vii. Presentation, English writing and problem solving skills. 



 

 3 

4. Organisation of the course 
 
Time and Location of teaching: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching starts on January 19th (Gerry) and takes place on the following Mondays in quarter 3: 
January 26th (Alexandrov); February 2nd (Gerry); February 9th (Alexandrov); February 16th (Gerry) 
March 2nd (Gerry) and March 16th (Alexandrov). The course will then continue in quarter 4.  
 
Tentative schedule 
 

Date 
 

Session Leader Session 

Introduction: Understanding patterns of inequality 
January 19th  Christopher Gerry Introduction: definitions, determinants, patterns in 

inequality. 
January 26th  Daniel Alexandrov Changing nature of inequality: Discussion based on 

readings by Charles Tilly  
February 2nd  Christopher Gerry Inequality: Economic Perspectives 
February 9th  Daniel Alexandrov Inequality: Sociological Perspectives 
February 16th  Christopher Gerry Inequality: Political Perspectives 

Dimensions of Inequality 
Date 

 
Session Leader Session 

March 2nd Christopher Gerry Class and Status Privelege 
March 16th  Daniel Alexandrov Education and inequality. 
Q4. 1 Christopher Gerry Gender, Race and Ethhicity 
Q4. 2 Christopher Gerry Health and the social gradient I 
Q4. 3 Christopher Gerry Health and the social gradient II 

Challenges of Inequality 
Date 

 
Session Leader Session 

Q4. 4 Christopher Gerry Inequality and Poverty I 
Q4. 5 Christopher Gerry Inequality and Poverty II 
Q4. 6 Christopher Gerry Social Mobility 
Q4. 7 Christopher Gerry Review 
 
 

5. Reading and course materials 
 
We will draw on a range of journal articles from internationally renowned sources and authors during 
this course. Examples include: 
 
Creedy, J. (1996), “”Measuring Income Inequality”, Australian Economic Review. 
Acemoglu, D., M. A. Bautista, P. Qeurubin, and J. A. Robinson (2008): “Economic and political 
 Inequality in Development: The Case of Cundinamarca, Colombia,” NBER WP 13208. 
Atkinson, Anthony B. (1997), “Bringing Income Distribution in from the Cold”, Economic 

 
The class meets weekly: 

 
Mondays, 12.10 – 13.30 and 13.50 – 15.10 

Sedova Street, 55/2 (303) 
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 Journal 107(441), 297–321. 
Atkinson, Anthony B. (2009), ”Economics as a Moral Science”, Economica 76, 791–804. 
OECD (2008), “Growing Unequal? Income Distribution and Poverty in OECD Countries”, Paris: 

OECD. 
Atkinson, Anthony B., Thomas Piketty and Emmanuel Saez (2011), “Top Incomes in the 

Long Run of History”, Journal of Economic Literature 49(1), 3–71. (LINK) 
Alesina, A., R. Di Tella, R. MacCulloch (2004), “Inequality and happiness: are Europeans and 

Americans different?” 
Deaton, A. (2003) Health, Inequality and Economic Development. Journal of Economic Literature,  

Vol. 41(1): 113-158. 
 

6. Summative Assessment 
 
In order to explore different elements of your learning experience this course is assessed through 3 
distinct assessment methods: 
 

(i) Oral Presentation (15%): there will be an end of term oral presentation based on an 
independent research exercise done individually or in pairs. The presentation must be 
accompanied by a ‘presentation text’ or powerpoint, submitted in advance of the oral 
presentation.   

(ii) Written assignment (35%): during the course there will be 4 short pieces of written work 
(e.g. reviews, mini-essays, reflections, thought pieces, policy memos) set. Your best two 
pieces of work will each contribute 17.5% to the final course grade.  

(iii) Final written examination (50%): The final exam is a two-hour exam and will contribute 
50% to your overall course grade.   

 

7. Formative Assessment 
 
There will be formative assessment throughout the course in the form of discussion, based on 
assigned readings, as well as oral and written presentations.    
 


