Ruling the Sentence: Academic Syntax in Writing

Aim of the
session / course

Learning
outcomes

Language level
Group number
Materials

Resources

Tutor:

16 ac.h.

To provide Russian writers with easy guidelines and manageable
strategies for avoiding typical structural and stylistic mistakes in writing
academic papers.

Participants will be able to

write in clear, well-organized sentences;

avoid the traps caused by the Russian academic writing tradition
(nominalization, overuse of subordinate clauses, lack of parallelism and
coherence, etc.);

better understand the logic of authentic academic texts.

Intermediate - advanced
Up to 15 participants
Handouts, paper, projector + PC
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Abstract / brief description

The course is aimed at helping Russian writers develop sentence building skills appropriate in
writing academic papers in English. The author’'s approach to sentence structure is based on
witty models and logical divisions between English and Russian which engage learners’ analytic
skills rather than memory. The materials designed for the course are based on extracts from
real papers written by HSE academics and researchers, eliciting the most typical and difficult to

trace errors.



