US-Russia Relations after the end of the Cold War: Problems, Prospects and Development
Course Outline

The course contains conceptual analyses and practical study of the US-Russia relations since the end of the Cold War. It explores structural problems and theoretical patterns of the relations, as well as analyzes their evolution during the last 20 years. Special attention is provided to analyses of the US-Russia relations under the 1st Obama Administration, known as “reset”. An important feature of the course is that it approaches the US-Russia relations problems and development in a wider context of Foreign and Domestic policies of the United States and Russia in a given period of time, as well as of the challenges and opportunities the sides were facing in an International Environment. Thus, the US-Russia relations are dealt with as a part and parcel of a bigger picture of the sides’ development and of evolution of their international positions. 

The course has also a sound theoretical dimension. First, analyses of the US and Russian foreign policies is based on the major theories of International Relations (Realism, Liberalism, Constructivism) and of foreign policy making. Second, the course will touch upon fundamental theoretical concepts of International Security, inseparable of the US-Russia relations, such as Strategic Deterrence and Strategic Stability. 
The course is divided into three parts. 

The 1st part is conceptual one. It discusses significance of the Russia and the US and their relations for each other, the role of the US-Russia relations in the International System and the sides’ traditional interests vs. each other. Methodological and theoretical framework of the relations is discussed. Moreover, much attention is paid to analyses of the traditional structural problems and contradictions of the US-Russia relations since the end of the Cold War. 
The 2nd part is devoted to careful study of the evolution of the US-Russia relations evolution since the end of the Cold War and dissolution of the Soviet Union till the severe crisis of the relations in 2008. Ups and downs of the relations during the times of Bill Clinton and George W. Bush Administrations are explored. Major problems of the relations, their roots and perceptions at each period of the relations, are analyzed. 
The 3rd part addresses the phenomena of the “reset” of the US-Russia relations under Presidents Medvedev and Obama, identifying the reasons for the “reset”, its logic, development and ultimate failure. The course ends with discussing the impact of Vladimir Putin’s return to the Russian presidency on the US-Russia relations, their state by the end of 2012 and prospects for their further development. 

Syllabus

I. Concepts and Problems of the US-Russia Relations
1. Methodological and theoretical framework for the US-Russia relations analyses
2. The role of the US in the Russian foreign policy. The role of Russia in the US foreign policy
3. The US-Russia relations in the current International System
4. Major structural Problems, Contradictions and Features of the US-Russia Relations 
II. Development of the US-Russia Relations in 1991-2008. 
5. The US-Russia relations in early 1990-s.
6. Worsening of the US-Russia relations in the 2nd half of 1990-s.
7. Crisis of the US-Russia Relations of 1999.
8. Improvement of the US-Russia relations in 2000-2002. 
9. Gradual deterioration of the US-Russia relations in 2003-2007. 
10. Crisis of the US-Russia relations of 2008. 

III. The “Reset” of the US-Russia relations and beyond
11. The “reset” of the US foreign policy under Barack Obama Administration. 

12. Preconditions for the “reset” of the US-Russia relations, its initial logic and development.

13. Breakthrough of the “reset” in 2010. Major achievements of the US-Russia relations
14. Crisis of the “reset” in 2011. The problems of missile defense and “Arab spring” in the US-Russia relations.
15. Crisis of the US-Russia relations in 2012. The role of Domestic politics.
16. Scenarios of the further development of the US-Russia relations. A New Agenda. 
Requirements and Prerequisites
The students are required to have basic knowledge of International Relations history and theory, of Political Science, as well as are preferred to have a basic knowledge of the contemporary problems of International Relations and International Security. 

Professor / Lecturer
Dmitry Suslov. Senior lecturer of the World Politics Division, School of World Economy and International Affairs, National Research University – Higher School of Economics; Deputy Director for Studies, Center for Comprehensive European and international Studies, NRU – HSE; Deputy Director for Research, Council on Foreign and Defense Policy. 
Exam
Verbal (oral) exam. Each of the students will be provided with two questions (one of which being from the Conceptual part) based on the Syllabus and lectures. Plus, some additional questions on the topics covered at the lectures and strictly based on the Syllabus will be asked. 
