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 SUMMARY

The objective of this course  is to give students an opportunity to get acquainted with the foundations of writing multimedia texts in English. Special attention will be paid to various types of texts — lead-in, captions, titles, briefs, short TV items (voiceovers), reports, teases for TV and Internet, etc. 

The students of the course will also have a chanсe to get acquainted with the way the texts are manifested in  various multimedia outlets all over the world.  

During the course the  students will also meet jounalists who use Enlish in their everyday work. That will enlarge their scope of knowledge about the profession of the  journalist. 

At the end of the course  the students will present final work in the from of a website page or a television report. 

Methodology

The principal methodology of course is “learning-by-doing” method which is based on practical  approach and the case studies of various multimedia outlets. - both television and the new media structures.  The students will master basic skills of writing “for the ear” that is widely used in the industry.  

The course is structured and a unique combination of introductory lectures and wide range of seminars which will highlight various types of writing aspects. BY the end of the course each student will have a profolio of written materials and visual  reports.

Main goals of course

· Formation of multimedia writing skills in English

· Learning the writing and editorial values for internationa media outlets

· Building multimedia skills of textual and visual storytelling 

· Pratcicing the elements of a visual storytelling and anducting them to the new media strategies

Target audience

Due to quite broader range of methodologies and practical nature of the course it is targeted to  students from various faculties of HSE (sociology, cultural studies, applied political science, world economy and politics) with a great command of the English language and foreign students from different areas (not only from media studies) who are interested in the development of hteir own multimedia skills. 

Requirements

The basic requirement for course is a working level of English language (especially ability to read specific scientific literature, to write and present in English). Additionally some basic knowledge in world politics, economy and political system will contribute to better understanding success of prectical exercises. 

Large part of course includes independent pratice  and search of the informmation. Generally the course is constructed around lectures and seminars (which represent collective presentations prepared by students and discussions around them). Attendance is required.  

2. STRUCTURE OF COURSE

Novelty of course

Proposed course is the author’s original course and is based on his experience in writing for various media outlets (CNN, BBC, RT) in English. It is the first experience of English language writing with a practical angle.   This course is based on the handouts and rules made by author which twill help sutdents to adjust these standards in various media coverage. 

Structure of course

	№
	Topic
	Total hours 
	Audience hours
	Individual workload hours

	
	
	
	Lectures
	Seminars
	

	1. 
	Introduction: 

Multimedia as a conversational phenomenon.  Elements of multimedia
	8
	2
	0
	6

	2.
	Written an spoken texts. Editorial Standards of English language writing at the various international media outlets. 
	30
	8
	2
	20

	3.
	Writing short news items for web and television.
	24
	4
	4
	16

	4. 
	Writing intros and headlines for the television. 
	66
	12
	8
	46

	5.
	Writing packages for television and multimedia
	16
	2
	2
	12

	
	 Total
	144
	28
	16
	100


	Week
	Topic

	1
	Introduction: 

Multimedia as a conversational phenomenon.  Elements of multimedia

	2
	Standards of English language writing at the various international media outlets. 

	3
	Writing short news items for web and television. 

	4
	Writing short news items for web and television. 

	5
	 Writing intros and headlines for the television. 

	6
	Writing packages for television and multimedia

	6
	Writing packages for television and multimedia

	7
	Writing packages for television and multimedia

	8
	Writing packages for television and multimedia

	9
	Writing packages for television and multimedia

	10
	Writing packages for television and multimedia


3. CONTENT OF COURSE

1. Introduction: 

Multimedia as a conversational phenomenon.  Elements of multimedia

Conversational media and their role. Principles of conversation. Principles of multimedia perception. Manifestation of various conversational principles in the form of a website. Text, voice, natural sound, eye-witnesses, author as a visual narratior. Visual principles of multimedia. Media convergence as multinational phenomenon. 

Practice activities (sample)

Analyse mulitmedia strategies of the following websties:


www.cnn.com
www.rt.com
www.reuters.com
www.ria.ru
www.telegraph.co.uk
www.nytimes.com
Single out the elements of multimedia in the multimedia articles and television reports 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8dCoGwEnY0
 http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/31/world/asia/rape-incites-women-to-fight-culture-in-india.html?hp&_r=0 

2. Standards of English language writing at the various international media outlets.

Television and online 24/7 media outlets. Their role in the development of multimedia strategies. Editorial standards. Ethic elements that influence the structure of the message (impartiality, reference to sources, precision, scope of knowledge, Linguistic and editorial values and their transformation in various cultures. Role of the media in the coverage of important events. Media texts an their transfromation in the breaking news coverage. Ethical princilples of the texts in multimedia.  

Practice activities (sample)

Eхplain the difference in the healdines of the followig media platforms

www.reuters.com
www.huffingtonpost.com
english.aljazeera.net

What editorial values does this article manifestation

example


http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/politics/4719208/150m-in-child-benefit-for-families-of-5-kids-or-more.html
http://rt.com/politics/georgia-overruns-saakashvilis-amnesty-053/
3. Writing short news items for web and television. 

Presenting topline and 5 Ws for the message. The importance of the topline. Stucture of the short news item. Layout of 5Ws across the message. Facts, figures and proper names in the short news item. Wirting for the eyes and writing for the ears – key differences and peculiarities. Specials of the business and sports writing

Practice activities (sample)

Write short items on the following topics:


http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/31/world/asia/rape-incites-women-to-fight-culture-in-india.html?hp&_r=0
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/12/30/us-syria-crisis-brahimi-idUSBRE8BT03320121230
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/12/31/us-markets-global-idUSBRE88901C20121231
4.  Writing intros and headlines for the television. 

Associations, quotes and realities. Technology of creation. Standards for intros and teases at various multimedia platforms.   Associations and quotations as a tool for the into writing. Clihes in the editorial writing and how to avoid them. Varieties of the headlines based on the editorial values.

Practice activities (sample)

Write at least 5 headlines to the following text 

In her new year message, she also cautioned that the eurozone debt crisis was far from over.However, she did say that reforms designed to address the roots of the problem were beginning to bear fruit.Her comments appeared to contradict German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble who said last week that the worst of the crisis was over.In a taped interview to be broadcast later on Monday, Mrs Merkel urged Germans to be more patient.

"I know that many people are naturally concerned going into the new year," she said"The economic environment will not in fact be easier but rather more difficult next year. But we shouldn't let that get us down; rather it should spur us on."She linked future German prosperity to a prosperous European Union."For our prosperity and our solidarity, we need to strike the right balance," she said.

"The European sovereign debt crisis shows how important this balance is."The reforms that we've introduced are beginning to have an impact. Nevertheless we need to have further continued patience. The crisis is far from over."In an interview with the German newspaper Bild last week, Mr Schaeuble cited positive developments in Greece and France, saying: "I think the worst is behind us."

Germany - Europe's largest economy - has been the paymaster in the eurozone crisis, a move unpopular with many German voters and some conservative MPs in Mrs Merkel's coalition.Analysts say most Germans remain wary of eurozone bailouts but generally approve of Mrs Merkel's handling of the crisis.In October, the German government slashed its forecast for economic output in 2013 to 1.0%, compared to 1.6% previously anticipated.The country's central bank has said Germany may even come close to recession early in the new year.Nevertheless, Mrs Merkel underlined that Germany in 2012 had the lowest unemployment since reunification in 1990.  

5.  Writing packages for television and multimedia

Role of the packeages in multimedia. Stategies for the development of the package. Topline of the package. Focus of the package. Elements of the package. Topic angle , facts and figures. Techniwue for package visualization. Role of elements blending in the package Production and post-production of the package. Checking facts and figures. Reviewing the packages. 

Practice activities (sample)

Think of at least 3 angles to the following topic:

Amid the shocking sight of an ablaze plane wreckage, Evgeniy Zambitsky was one of only few people who reached the TU-204 jet within minutes of Saturday’s crash. He’s spoken to RT about what he saw as he bravely searched the area for survivors.

In the first thirty minutes after the plane crashed, only eyewitnesses were there to help the victims of the tragedy. As parts of the jet had hit the road, ambulance and rescue teams had to break through terrible traffic jams. With no help in sight, a small group of men went into the burning plane and tried to save an injured flight attendant.​

RT: In the midst of this tragedy you were trying to help one of the injured. Tell us what were you trying to do?

Evgeniy Zambitsky: Well, we found her [the flight attendant], she was in the back of the plane, in the main, in the fuselage part of it. And so we took her – there were four of us. It was slippery and we tried to take her to the road, to the highway. Her legs were broken, and there was blood all over her face, there was blood dripping from her mouth and her eyes- our eyes were itching because of the jet fuel. She was in bad condition but she was conscious, so she spoke to us.

RT: And how shocked were you by what was going on?

EZ: All of us, all of the eyewitnesses [had] a rush of adrenaline, our hands were shaky, we were in a state of shock like anyone would be.

RT: We can see the shocking pictures that you managed to take of this girl. How badly hurt was she, do you think, did she say anything at all?

EZ: Yes, she talked to us, she said that her eyes hurt, she told us to put her down, she said my legs hurt. But both of her legs were broken, and I think she could not feel her legs and her words were not articulated.

RT: And what were you trying to do, where were you trying to take her?

EZ: We tried to take her onto the highway, we thought that there were some ambulances on the sides. We wanted to hand her over to the paramedics, but there were none of them, no ambulance crews. That’s why we were holding her in our arms. There was a police car there, but we couldn’t fit her inside.

Write your own package on the basis of the rules suggested by the teacher.

4. GRADING

Grading is based on four elements:

· Individual work (works presented during seminars)

· Work during seminars

· Presentaion of presonal porfolios and projects. 

Each grade is attributed according to 10-point scale and then is weighted according to followed table:

	Individual works presented during 1, 4-7 seminars
	30%

	Work during other seminars
	20%

	Final written exam
	50%


5. REFERENCE MATERIALS 

1.  Бесс Б., Дезормо Д. Построение телевизионного репортажа. М.: Галерия, 2004.

2. Волынец М.М. Профессия-оператор. – М: Аспект-пресс, 2009.

3. Журналистика и конвергенция: почему и как традиционные СМИ превращаются в мультимедийные. – М:ГУ ВШЭ, 2010. 

4. К мобильному обществу. Утопии и реальность.Под ред. Я.Н.Засурского. – М: Изд-во МГУ, 2009 – 304 с.

5. Кемарская И.Н. Телевизионный редактор – М, 2005.

6. Соколов А.Г, Монтаж . Части 1-3. – М, 2001, 2004Ван Дейк Т. Язык. Познание. Коммуникация / М.: Прогресс, 1989.

7. Стерхова Е.А. Инновационный продукт. Инструменты маркетинга. – М:Дело, 2007 – 296 с.

8. Стратегии конвергенции. 1999-2007. ГИПП, 2008. 

9. Стратегия и практика издательского бизнеса. – 2009 - №3. 

10. Фихтелиус Э. Десять заповедей журналистики. М: Аспект-пресс, 1999.

11. Aquino, R., J. Bierhoff, et al. The European Multimedia News Landscape. Mudia Reports. 2002

12. Croteau D., Hoynes W. Media society: industries, images, and audiences. -
 London: PINE FORGE PRESS, 2003.

13. Kawamoto, K. (2003) Digital Journalism, Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield Publisher, Inc

14. Kolodzy J. Convergence Journalism: Writing and Reporting across the News Media.  – Oxford,  2006 – 256 p.

15. Murch W. In the Blink of an Eye: A Perspective on Film Editing Silman-James Press, 2001.

16. Stovall, J (2004) Web Journalism: Practice and Promise of a New Media, USA: Pearson Education Inc

17. Thelen, G (2002) Convergence is coming Columbia Journalism Review, vol. 4, no. 1, p.

18. We interrupt this newscast/ By T.Roesnstiel and W.Dean. – N.Y., 2006

19. Writing television news. – L:Reuters, 2007

Author, professor O.Dmitriev

