Syllabus of the course “Integrated description of language” 

The course focuses on the integrated description of language as the theoretical framework of the Moscow School of Semantics, as well as on several other theories that have a similar linguistic ideology – namely functional grammar, construction grammar and collostructional analysis. The linchpin of the Moscow School of Semantics is the idea of semantic motivation underlying the properties of linguistic items. The presence of a correlation between semantics and other properties of linguistic items means that 
1) Linguistic items are organized into semantic classes that share not only semantic closeness, but also possess similar syntactic, morphological, co-occurrence, and prosodic properties.  
2) That these properties can be interpreted via semantics.
An example of such correlation is the property of ‘factivity’ vs. ‘putativity’ (words that describe actual occurrences vs. words that describe opinions, such as to know vs. to think): factives and putatives display different behavior with regard to the scope of negation.   
The course is centered around critical reading of relevant texts: students are supposed not only to understand the gist of the literature they are assigned to read, but also to provide critical assessment of the texts using up-to-date computer instruments of linguistic research.  Besides reading, the course involves practical work in the form of projects where students learn how to use their theoretical knowledge in practical real-life applications, e.g., assessing the quality of linguistic translation and analyzing linguistic semantics as a poetic means in literary texts.  
The course involves the use of electronic resources in the form of linguistic corpora: ruscorpora.ru, sketchengine.co.uk
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