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1. Course Description

Pre-requisites:

Basic knowledge of philosophy and world history is required as well as the working knowledge of English 

Course Type: 

Compulsory

Abstract:
The course is designed as the introduction to the field of cultural studies, which seeks to explain contemporary culture in its manifold dimensions. It deals with the basic concepts and issues addressed within a wide range of cultural theory, as well as with the main interpretative strategies employed in cultural studies. The course is intended to foster the development of a reflexive, analytical and critical understanding of contemporary culture and its various phenomena. 
2. Learning Objectives:
· to introduce students to cultural studies as a multi-faceted field addressing various aspects of the study of contemporary culture;
· to provide students with the main categories and theoretical concepts of cultural studies as well as basic tools for the analysis of cultural objects and processes; 

· to develop a critical and reflexive understanding of cultural phenomena.
3. Learning Outcomes 
Students who complete this course will be able to:

· understand the different theoretical approaches to the study of culture;

· apply a new vocabulary and use the interdisciplinary critical perspectives to examine the meanings of cultural objects and processes.
 4. Course Plan

	№
	Topic
	Contact hours

	
	
	Lectures
	Seminars

	1.
	Introduction: key concepts in cultural studies. The category of “culture”. Methods of cultural studies

	2
	4

	2.
	Culture and modernity. Modernity and modernism


	2
	4

	3.
	Modernist concepts of culture. Marxism. Freudianism 


	2
	0

	4.
	Neo-Marxism: the notions of ideology and hegemony. Frankfurt school: critical theory 

	2
	2

	5.
	The linguistic turn in cultural studies. Cultural codes and signifying systems

	2
	4

	6.
	Postmodernism: questions of knowledge and power. Postmodern culture

	1
	2

	7.
	Subjectivity and identity in cultural studies. The concept of agency

	1
	0

	8.
	Feminism and gender studies

	2
	4

	9.
	Biology as a discourse. Body studies

	2
	4

	
	
	16
	24
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Барт Р. Риторика образа. //Избранные работы: Семиотика. Поэтика. М., 1994. С. 297 – 318. 

Беньямин В. Произведение искусства в эпоху технической воспроизводимости. //Произведение искусства в эпоху технической воспроизводимости. Избранные эссе. М., 1996. C. 66 - 91.
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6. Grading System 
The grade consists of four elements:

· Class attendance and active participation



· Collective project, presentation in class


· Written commentary on a seminar text


· Final examination (written test)



The final grade of a student (Gfinal) is formed of a cumulative grade (Gcumulative) and the grade for examination (written test) (Gexam), calculated in the following proportion:

Gfinal  =  0,6* Gcumulative  + 0,4* Gexam
Cumulative grade (Gcumulative) is formed of the grade for the performance at the seminars (Gseminars), for collective presentation in class (Gpresentation) and for the written commentary on one of the texts discussed during the seminars (Gcommentary):
Gcumulative  =  0,4* Gseminars  + 0,4* Gpresentation  + 0,2* Gcommentary
	
	


7. Guidelines for Knowledge Assessment

Seminars: Preparation for and participation in class discussion are essential parts of this course. Students are expected to come to class ready to discuss the assigned texts and contribute productively to class discussions. The students’ commentaries should be logical, well-structured, well-argued, should demonstrate good knowledge of the assigned text as well as the main theories and concepts of the course. Regular attendance of the course is also important for the overall grade of a student. Each student will have to participate in one collective presentation in class.
Final Exam: a written test (40 min), consisting of several closed and one open question. The answer to the open question is expected to be well-structured, well-argued, clearly written and demonstrate profound knowledge of the lecture material.
