
Individuals	learn	about	other	cultures,	ethnic	groups,	
and	religions	through	various	means	including	formal	
schooling,	travel,	the	media,	and	via	other	forms	of	

personal	experiences.		

Portraying	Muslims	in	Terrorist	
Acts:	A	compara6ve	Russian-

American	Study		

One	of	the	least	studied	ways	of	understanding	a	
religion	is	through	cases	of	the	individuals	who	are	
represen<ng	par<cular	religion.	Thus	a	person,	as	a	

microcosm,	appears	as	a	representa<ve	of	a	larger	group	
of	people	and	also	reflects	on	the	beliefs	and	values	
associated	with	an	en<re	ethnic	group	or	a	religion.		



Portraying	Muslims	in	Terrorist	
Acts:	A	compara6ve	Russian-

American	Study		

Public	Opinion	Studies		

Through	our	laboratory	Character	Assassina6on	and	Reputa6on	Management		
we	focus	on	mul<disciplinary	research	including:	

Content-Analysis	of	government		
documents	statement			

Content-Analysis	of	the	media	







Source:	
Pew	Research	
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A	Compara6ve	Analysis	of	key	words	associated	with	the	perpetrators	
of	the	2013	Boston	Bombing	based	on	a	2016	Google	search				



Project	goals	

to	see	how	the	media	coverage	of	the	terrorists	acts	used	
the	words	Islam,	Islamic,	and	Muslims	in	describing	the	
terrorists,	their	ac<ons,	their	mo<va<on,	etc.	
	
to	compare	the	US	and	Russian	media	in	the	coverage	of	
these	events	



Methodology.	Content-analyses		
2	media	systems:	Russian	and	American	

	
The	New	York	Times	
The	Wall	Street	Journal		
The	Boston	Globe	
The	Washington	Post		
	
	
	

Rossiyskaya	Gazeta	
Kommersant	
Novaya	Gazeta	
Moskovsiy	Komsomolets	



Methodology	

Three	cases:	
1. The	Boston	Marathon	bombing		

2.	The	Florida	club	a]ack	
		
3.	The	Paris	a]ack		
	

3584	ar6cles	about	terrorists	cases	
	
Search	querry:		
(Boston	marathon	and	a]ack	)	or	
tsarnaev	
Orlando	and	Pulse	
(Paris	and	terrorist)	and	(bataclan	or	
cafe	or	Stade	de	France)	
	
Period:	
From	case	to	30.09.2016	



Sample	details		
 
№  

 
Newspaper  

 
Country	 

 

Boston 
marathon	 

 
Orlando   

 
Paris  

1  The	Boston	Globe	 USA	 1141 53 14 
2  The	New	York	Times	 USA	 631 165 171 
3  The	Washington	Post		 USA	 313 77 46 
4  The	Wall	Street	Journal		 USA	 439 76 64 
5	 Rossiyskaya	Gazeta	 Russia  16 7 83 
6	 Novaya	Gazeta	 Russia  8 3 52 
7	 Kommersant	 Russia  18 3 63 
8	 Moskovskiy	komsomolets	 Russia  47 15 79 



Sample	of	publica6ons		

	
	
	



Orlando	

	
	

Terrorism,	ISIS	
“The	Muslim	men	who	 have	 carried	 out	 violent	 a6acks	 in	 the	United	 States	 since	 9/11	 have	 ranged	
from	 deeply	 religious	 to	 nominally	 so,	 or	 what	 Hughes	 calls	 "converts	 to	 ISIS,	 not	 Islam.“	 The	
Washington	Post,	15.06.2016	
“В	ФБР	также	 квалифицировали	 произошедшее	 как	 акт	терроризма	 и	 изучают	 знакомства	
29-летнего	 Матина	 на	 предмет	 связей	 с	 экстремистскими	 организациями” Rossiyskaya	
Gazeta,	14.06.2016	
	
The	theme	of	Muslim	is	one	of	the	instrument	for	President	elec<on	campaign	
Mr.	Trump,	who	tried	to	appropriate	the	moment	to	advance	his	argument	that	nanonal	security	
requires	banning	Muslims	from	entering	the	country	and	increasing	surveillance	of	those,	has	never	
been	shy	about	promonng	facnonal	grievance.	The	New	York	Times,	15.06.2016	
	

В	отличие	от	Барака	Обамы	республиканский	претендент	делает	акцент	именно	на	
исламском	факторе	и	требует	в	полной	мере	осознать	проблему,	связанную	с	иммигрантами.	
Дональд	Трамп	подверг	президента	резкой	критике	за	отсутствие	в	его	словах	осуждения	
"радикального	ислама".	Kommersant	,	14.06.2016	
	
	

		
	



Religion	aspect	
“Muslims	 around	 the	 country	 have	 been	 targeted	 because	 of	 their	 faith“	 The	 Boston	 Global	 б	
15.06.2016	
	"Omar	explained	the	Muslim	religion	to	me.	He	didn't	go	crazy	into	it.	It	was	just	some	of	the	things	his	
culture	does,	the	food	they	eat.	Nothing	radical	Islam	at	all.'‘	The	Washington	post	14.06.2016	
	
An<-Muslim	and	an<-immigrant	rhetoric	
“Hate	crimes	against	American	Muslims	were	up	78	percent	over	the	course	of	2015”	The	New	York	
Times,		
	
Great	amount	of	research	project	in	public	sphere		
Of	6,418	hate	crime	offenses	 that	 law	enforcement	agencies	 reported	 to	 the	FBI	 in	2014,	1,092	were	
monvated	by	religious	bias.	About	58%	of	religion-bias	crimes	were	ann-Jewish,	while	16%	were	ann-
Muslim	and	6%	were	ann-Catholic.	Wall	Street	Journal	20.06.2016	
	
American	Muslim	community	
American	Muslim	community	was	complicit	in	the	a6ack	and	must	have	known	of	it	in	advance.	He	also	
renewed	his	call	to	ban	all	foreign	Muslims	--	a	radical	move	that	wouldn't	have	stopped	the	American-
born	Mateen	and	would	in	any	case	be	almost	impossible	to	enforce”	The	WS	Journal,	18.06.2016	



Research	perspec6ves	

Coding	procedure:	

• basic	parameters	of	unit	(<tle,	reporter,	release	date,	etc.);	

• the	image	of	Muslim;	

• the	image	of	islam,	islamic;	

• persons	who	were	men<oned;	

• geography	of	scene,	countries	and	towns	that	were	men<oned;	

• symbols;	

• the	tone	of	the	event;	

• visualiza<on;	



Thank	you	for	aOen6on	
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