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POLITICS & POLICIES 

How do policy changes happen? 

Does regime matter? 

What about 
democracies? 

What about 
autocracies? 

Does it really 
matter? 

POLICY STUDIES 

(focus on actors, 
institutions and 

processes) 

REGIME 

CHARACTERISTICS 

(focus on democratic 
features of policy change) 

Ideology (Hibbs) v. re-election 
(Downs): e.g. electoral business 

cycles (Nordhaus) 



What about 
democracies? 

POLICY STUDIES 

(focus on actors, 
institutions and 

processes) 

REGIME 

CHARACTERISTICS

(focus on democratic 
features of policy change)

How do actors 
matter? 1. 

Advocacy 
Coalitions 
Framework 
(Sabatier, 

Jenkins-Smith, 
Weible): impact 

of advocacy 
coalitions and 

epistemic 
communities (P. 

Haas) 
 

Social 
construction 

of target 
groups 

(Ingram & 
Schneider): 
impact of 

target 
groups 

Multiple 
Streams 

Framework 
(Kingdon, 

Zahariadis): 
impact of 

policy 
entrepreneurs 

How do processes 
& institutions 
matter? 2. 

Punctuated-
Equilibrium 

Theory 
(Baumgartn
er & Jones): 

impact of 
critical 

junctures & 
institutional 

impact 



POLITICS & POLICIES 

How do policy changes happen? 

Does regime matter? 

What about 
democracies? 

What about 
autocracies? 

Does it really 
matter? 

AUTHORITARIAN 

MODERNIZATION 

(focus on state autonomy 
and despotic power of the 

state) 

WHAT STAGE & TYPE OF 

AUTOCRACY 

(focus on transition (e.g. 
Hellman) & “adjectives” and 

institutional characteristics they 
imply (e.g. Gel’man & 

Starodubtsev)) 



POLITICS & POLICIES 

How do policy changes happen? 

Does regime matter? 

What about 
democracies? 

What about 
autocracies? 

Does it really 
matter? 

SOCIAL CHANGE 

(changes in 
societies bring 

changes to 
policies) 

NO MATTER WHAT 

(Geddes’ theory of 
reforms as results of 
egoistic behaviour of 

politicians to maximize 
goals within the 
particular set of 

institutions) 

“UNCONSCIOUS 

THINKERS”: 
applying policy 
studies theories 

to study 
autocracies 



POLITICS & POLICIES 
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How does politics matter in implementation? 

How do policy changes happen? 
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