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This research examines the role of family social capital (FSC) in parental and
adolescent subjective well-being. As the construct FSC is relatively new, the article
presents data of validated methods for measuring it. 397 Russians were
interviewed to identify whether FSC is a significant predictor of subjective wellbeing. The results indicate that it is a predictor of adolescent subjective well-being.
For parents, this construct can be a predictor of their subjective well-being
depending on their level of income.
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Introduction

In recent years subjective well-being has been a popular research area in
modern psychology. In the 20th century positive psychology which studies this
phenomenon and the factors that determine it was founded as a separate area
within the psychology. Subjective well-being is understood as the subjective
feeling of happiness and life satisfaction (Bradburn, 1969). Studies have shown
that happy people tend to be more successful in their social lives, have better
performance at work, cope better with problems, have better health, cooperate
more with other people. They are more inclined to help others and participate in
charity, and they live longer than people who are not happy (Lyubomirsky,
Sheldon & Schkade, 2005). Therefore, it is important to understand the factors that
contribute to subjective well-being.
One of the generally accepted predictors of subjective well-being is the quality
of social cohesion (Diener & Seligman, 2002). People satisfied with the
relationships within their family and community often feel happier and more
satisfied with life than those who are not satisfied with these relationships.
However, it remains unclear why these relationships are so relevant for being
happy. One possible explanation is that individuals who have positive relationships
with others can count on support when they need it; while for people who have no
such relationships, such support is not easy to get. Being able to rely on someone
when you need them makes you happier (Siedlecki et al., 2014). The support of
relatives and others is a key concept for understanding the relationship between
quality of social cohesion and subjective well-being. This kind of support refers to
the family social capital (FSC) (Coleman, 1988), which could help to draw a more
complete picture of this relationship.
The two main objectives of this study are: (1) an examination of the relationship
between subjective well-being and the components of FSC; (2) developing and
validating a questionnaire for measuring FSC.
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Subjective Well-Being
There is a difference between "subjective well-being" and "psychological wellbeing". Bradburn (1969), who first studied the phenomenon of wellbeing in
psychology, defined it as a kind of balance between the positive and negative
affects on the individual, a high level being determined by the predominance of
positive affects (Bradburn, 1969). Later followed two approaches to study this
phenomenon: hedonic (wellbeing is considered as a dichotomy: satisfaction –
dissatisfaction) and eudemonistic, where well-being is associated with personal
growth.
In the hedonic approach, this construct was operationalized as subjective wellbeing, which was understood as more positive and less negative experiences, and
life satisfaction (Diener, 1984). In the eudemonistic approach this construct was
operationalized as psychological well-being, defined as self-acceptance, positive
relations with others, self-realization, the presence of goals in life, the ability to
satisfy everyday needs and autonomy (Ryff , 1989).
This study follows the hedonic approach and defines subjective well-being as a
positive interaction with the environment, happiness and life satisfaction.
Family social capital

Currently, social capital theory is widely used to study different kinds of social
relations, including those within the family (Burt, 1997; Coleman, 1990). Social
capital can be defined as the set of resources (trust, mutual support, mutual aid,
attention to the needs of each other) mediated by relationships between subjects
within a particular social formation (e.g., a family) (Carr et al., 2011; Nahapiet &
Ghoshal, 1998; Pearson, Carr & Shaw, 2008). This study is based on the concept
of internal (bonding) social capital. Internal social capital refers to the ties between
the subjects of social interaction, such as parents and children. There are three
dimensions of internal social capital: structural, cognitive and relational capital
(Hoffman, Hoelscher & Sorenson, 2006; Nahapiet & Ghoshal, 1998; Pearson, Carr
& Shaw, 2008; Pearson & Carr, 2011). The structural aspect is the relationships
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between family members. The quality of these relations depends on the degree of
psychological closeness and the frequency of contacts between family members
(Rostila, 2010). This aspect includes the resources that facilitate interaction and
communication between family members (Carr et al., 2011). The cognitive aspect
is the shared system of ideas, interpretations and values within the family. The
structural and cognitive aspects of social capital form the relational aspect of social
capital (Carr et al., 2011; Pearson, Carr & Shaw, 2008). This aspect includes
resources created on the basis of interpersonal relationships, such as trust, norms,
obligations and identity (Nahapiet& Ghoshal, 1998). Trust is considered as the
basis for cooperation, information exchange and knowledge sharing (Carr et al.,
2011; Pearson, Carr & Shaw, 2008; Pearson & Carr, 2011). According to Coleman
(1988), who introduced the concept of social capital, parents can build social
capital within the family, but this is possible iff they devote sufficient time and
attention to their children (Coleman, 1988).
In addition, Coleman first introduced the conceptual framework of social capital
as an important factor in the academic development of children. It is suggested that
social capital acts as the mechanism of family human capital transmission from
parents to children. Children's education is an outcome of parents’ human capital
(knowledge, skills, health, education). But it develops iff the parents’ human
capital is strengthened by FSC (parental human capital being used in the family,
not only at work or in other activities). Studies have been conducted confirming
Coleman’s assumption that social capital is a strong predictor of the academic
success of the younger generation (Teachman, Kathleen & Karen, 1996; Post &
Pong, 1996; Furstenberg & Hughes, 1995; Crosnoe, 2004; Shahidul et al., 2015).
Thus, FSC is the most important source of human capital and, subsequently, the
financial capital of the younger generation as education is converted into wages.
Unlike such constructs as the psychological climate of the family and family
cohesion, FSC is a broader and more complex concept. It includes affective
(emotional closeness between parents and children, attachment), cognitive (values,
attitudes shared by members of the family) and behavioural components (mutual
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support, mutual assistance, the attention paid to children by parents). The
psychological climate of the family refers to the affective side of family
relationships (general emotional attitude), and can be either favourable or
unfavourable (Winnicott, 2007). Whereas FSC is either present or absent.
Coleman (1988) introduced the following indicators to measure the level of
social capital in families: 1) the level of trust in the family; 2) degree of
psychological closeness between parents and children; 3) the quality and intensity
of attention that adults or parents pay to children; 4) the level of mutual support.
These indicators were used as scales for the development of the questionnaire to
measure FSC.
Based on the above, we hypothesise (H1) that FSC is a predictor of the
subjective well-being of adolescents and their parents, i.e. the higher the FSC, the
higher the level of subjective well-being of family members.

Method

Participants

Participants of the study were parents and adolescents. Table 1 shows the
gender and age characteristics of the sample.

Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the sample

Sample

N

% male

% female

Adolescents

274

48.6%

51.4%

М(SD)
age
17.7
(3.15)

Parents

123

41.5%

58.5%

33.9
(7.51)

Total

397

45.05%

54.95%
6

Materials and procedure

To measure FSC, a questionnaire was developed for parents and adolescents.
The indicators proposed by Coleman were used to determine the level of FSC.
Initially, the questionnaire for parents consisted of 37 items. The participants were
asked to rate the degree of agreement with statements from 1 (Totally disagree) to
6 (Absolutely agree). After conducting confirmatory factor analysis (χ2/df=3.24;
CFI=.94; RMSEA=.05; SRMR=.06; PCLOSE=.31) Items with low factor loads in
all scales were deleted. The final description of scales for FSC measurement
(parents) are in Table 2.
Table 2. Description of scales for family social capital measurement (parents)

Scale

N items

Sample item

α

Trust in family

4

«I totally trust my child
(ren)»

.74

Psychological
closeness with children

7

«I always feel emotional
closeness with the child (ren)»

.85

4

«I spend much time
communicating with my child
(ren)»

.88

Parental attention

Parental support

4

«I always strive to assist
my child (ren) in everything».

.76

5

«I always feel assistance
(support) of my child(ren)».

.86

Children’s support
towards parents (in
parent’s perception)

The questionnaire for adolescents consisted of 36 items. The participants were
also asked to rate the degree of agreement with statements from 1 (Totally
disagree) to 6 (Absolutely agree). After conducting confirmatory factor analysis
(χ2/df=3.21; CFI=.96; RMSEA=.05; SRMR=.04; PCLOSE=.26), items with low
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factor loads in all scales were deleted. The final description of scales for FSC
measurement (adolescents) are in Table 3.
Table 3. The description of scales for family social capital measurement (adolescents)

Scale

N items

α

Sample items

4

«I totally trust
parents’ opinion»

my

.84

Psychological
closeness with parents

5

«I usually feel warmth in
relationships with parents»

.86

Parental attention to
children (in children’s
perception)

5

«Parents devote a lot of
time for communication with
me»

.89

Parental support
towards children (in
children’s perception)

4

«I always feel
parents’ support».

my

.91

Children’s support
towards parents

5

«I always help parents in
household chores».

.87

Trust in family

To test the convergent validity of the questionnaire, a modified method of
studying psychological distance (similar to FSC) by Kupreychenko (14 items) in
both variants of the questionnaire was used. Sample item: "We have the same
perception of the world" (Kupreychenko, 2008).
To measure the level of subjective well-being I used the life satisfaction scale
by Diener (adapted for Russia by Osin & Leontiev, 2008). The scale consists of 5
items. Participants are asked to rate the degree of agreement with statements from
1 (Totally disagree) to 6 (Absolutely agree). For example, "In general, my life is
close to ideal".
In addition, for covariance control, the participants were asked to specify their
level of education, income, nationality, gender and age.
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Validation of the questionnaire and verification of the hypothesis was carried
out using confirmatory factor analysis, correlation analysis, path data analysis,
implemented in the programs SPSS 21, Amos 21.
The survey of the participants was conducted via the internet on the basis of the
electronic platform 1ka (www.1ka.si) by posting links to the questionnaire in social
networks and internet forums.

Results

Correlation analysis identified a strong correlation between the measurement
technique and the methods of psychological distance measurement by
Kupreychenko. It indicates the convergent validity of our method in both samples.
The Pearson correlation coefficient of the indicators of FSC and psychological
distance are in Table 4.

Table 4. The Pearson correlation coefficient of the indicators of family social capital and
psychological distance (PSD)
Sample

N

FSC-PSD

Adolescents

274

.89**

Parents

123

.80**

Note. ** p < .01.

To test our hypothesis that FSC is a predictor of subjective well-being of
adolescents and their parents, we used path data analysis. The following
components of FSC were used: trust, perceived psychological closeness between
parents and children, the attention paid by parents to children, parental support
towards children, children towards their parents; and subjective well-being (see
Figure 1). Table 5 provides model fit of current path model.
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Figure 1.

Standardized regression weights and significance levels of the path model

(parents/adolescents). ***p < .001, n.s. — not significant. χ²/df=4.34/6.34; CFI=.91/.95;
RMSEA=.06/.05; SRMR=.07/05; PCLOSE=.10/.08.

The results indicate that FSC is a predictor of subjective well-being for
adolescents, i.e. those relationships that develop within the family, perceived
attention and support provided by parents play a significant role in adolescent
happiness. However, for the parents the correlation between FSC and subjective
well-being is not significant. For parents this construct it is not as important for
subject well-being as for their children. This relationship was assumed to be
strengthened by adding "level of income" to the path model (see Figure 2.) Table 6
provides model fit of current path model (parents).
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Figure 2.

Standardized regression weights and significance levels of the path model

(parents). ***p < .001. χ²/df=5.37; CFI=.91; RMSEA=.05; SRMR=.07; PCLOSE=.18.

The level of income together with FSC play more significant role for subjective
well-being of parents than FSC without regard to income.

Discussion

As stated, one of the accepted factors of subjective well-being is the quality of
social relationships, i.e. quality of relationships with other individuals, including
family (Diener & Seligman, 2002). This study clarified the relationship between
FSC and the subjective well-being of parents and adolescents.
We determined that a key concept for understanding the relationship between
quality of social cohesion and subjective well-being is the support of relatives and
friends. For a more complete understanding of this relation, we used FSC. This
construct, in addition to mutual support, includes trust in the family, psychological
closeness between parents and children, the attention paid by parents to children.
To answer the question of whether FSC is a predictor of subjective well-being,
we developed and validated the questionnaire to measure the level of FSC.
According to the findings, FSC is a significant predictor of subjective wellbeing for adolescents. Taking into account the current economic status of
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adolescents (they usually do not have to support themselves financially) and their
main spheres of life – family, friends, school – the most important interpersonal
relationships are in these spheres. Therefore, family relationships, the support and
assistance of family (economic, psychological, help with studies, etc.) is important
for adolescent subjective well-being. This corresponds the results of a study
conducted in the US with a sample size of 1111 people aged 18 to 95. Moreover,
the analysis of invariance revealed no age differences i.e. support of others is
necessary for being happy at any age (Siedlecki et al., 2014).
For parents, FSC does not play such a significant role. How can this be
explained? I hypothesized that income level plays a significant role for parents, as
it is necessary for providing for the family, that is the well-being of the family is
linked to parental subjective well-being. The correlation between subjective wellbeing and income has been established in the other studies (Bradburn, 1969; West,
Reed & Gildengorin, 1998; Lachman & Weaver, 1998). In cross-cultural research,
it was found that the highest correlation between income and subjective well-being
is observed in countries with low income (Diener & Oishi, 2015). Parental income
analysis indicates it to be below average in our sample, which could be an
explanation for the correlation. Russian research has also confirmed the existence
of a relationship between income and subjective well-being (Golubeva, 2010;
Khashchenko, 2005; Shamionov, 2008). The study by Shamionov (2008) indicates
a two-way correlation between these two constructs (Shamionov, 2008).
Furthermore, income levels depend on levels of self-esteem and social frustration
related to the ability to satisfy needs, including the needs of the family (Golubeva,
2010). That is why this construct was added to the path model. The latest model
indicates that the level of income is associated with FSC (.30), so this construct has
predictive power for subjective well-being of parents (R2=.20).
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Limitations

However, this study design does not imply the analysis of the relationship
between FSC and subjective well-being within each family. Therefore, in the
future I plan to conduct intergenerational research, to explore this relationship.

Conclusion

Subjective well-being is the positive experience of interaction with the outside
world, happiness and life satisfaction. FSC is a broad concept that (in contrast to
the psychological climate of the family, family cohesion, etc.) includes affective
(psychological closeness between parents and children, attachment), cognitive
(values, attitudes shared by members of the family) and activity (mutual support,
assistance, the attention paid by parents to children).
FSC is a predictor of the subjective well-being of adolescents. For their
happiness, it is important for adolescents to have trust in their families,
psychological closeness with their parents, and attention and support from their
parents. FSC and income are predictors of the subjective well-being of parents.
It is clear that the life of an adult, especially a parent, is much more difficult
than that of a child, and therefore there are more factors that influence happiness to
be fully explored in the future.

13

References

1. Bradburn, N. (1969) The structure of Psychological Well-being. Chicago:
Aldine Publishing Company.
2. Burt, R. (1997) The contingent value of social capital. Administrative
Science Quarterly, 42, 339-365. https://doi.org/10.2307/2393923
3. Carr, J., Cole, M., Ring, J. & Blettner, D. (2011) A measure of variations in
internal social capital among family firms. Entrepreneurship Theory and
Practice, 35, 1207-1227. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-6520.2011.00499.x
4. Coleman, J. (1988) Social Capital in the Creation of Human Capital
American Journal of Sociology, 94, 95-120.
5. Coleman, J. (1990) Foundations of social theory. Cambridge; London:
Belknap: Harvard University Press.
6. Crosnoe, R.
Schools.

(2004) Social Capital and the Interplay of Families and

Journal

of

Marriage

and

Family,

66(2),

267-280.

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-3737.2004.00019.x
7. Diener, E. (1984) Subjective Well-being. Psychological Bulletin, 95 (3),
542-575. https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-2909.95.3.542
8. Diener, E. & Oishi, E. (2015) National accounts of subjective well-being.
American Psychologist, 70(3), 234-242. https://doi.org/10.1037/a0038899
9. Diener, E. & Seligman, M. Very happy people. Psychological Science, 13,
81–84. https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9280.00415
10.Furstenberg, F. & Hughes, M. (1995) Social capital and successful
development among at-risk youth. Journal of Marriage and the Family,
57(3), 580-592. https://doi.org/10.2307/353914
11. Golubeva, E. (2010). Ekonomicheskiy krizis kak faktor sotsialnoy
frustrirovannosti lits s raznoy ekonomicheskoy samootsenkoy [Economic
crisis as a factor of social individuals with their frustration different
economic-esteem] (Economic psychology: actual theoretical and applied
14

problems: proceedings of the 11th Intern. scientific.-pract. Conf. Irkutsk:
Publishing house pp. 161-163). (in Russian)
12. Hoffman, J., Hoelscher, M. & Sorenson, R. (2006) Achieving sustained
competitive advantage: A family capital theory. Family Business Review,
19, 135-145. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-6248.2006.00065.x
13. Khashchenko,

V.

(2005)

Ekonomiko-psihologicheskaya

model

sub'ektivnogo ekonomicheskogo blagopoluchiya(soobschenie1) [Economicpsychological model of subjective economic well-being(message1)].
Psihologicheskiy zhurnal, 3, 38 -50. (in Russian)
14. Kupreychenko, A. (2008) Psihologiya doveriya i nedoveriya [Psychology
of trust and distrust]. M.: Institut psihologii RAN, 539-540. (in Russian)
15.Lachman, M. & Weaver, S. (1998) The sense of control as a moderator of
social class differences in health and well-being. Journal of Personality and
Social

Psychology,

74

(3),

763-773.

https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-

3514.74.3.763
16.Lyubomirsky, S., Sheldon, K. & Schkade, D. (2005) Pursuing happiness:
The architecture of sustainable change. Review of General Psychology, 9,
111-131. https://doi.org/10.1037/1089-2680.9.2.111
17.Nahapiet, J. & Ghoshal, S. (1998) Social capital, intellectual capital, and the
organizational advantage. Academy of Management Review, 23, 242-266.
https://doi.org/10.2307/259373
18. Osin, E. & Leontev, D. (2008) Aprobatsiya russkoyazyichnyih versiy dvuh
shkal ekspress-otsenki sub'ektivnogo blagopoluchiya [Approbation of
Russian versions of two scales, the express-assessment of subjective wellbeing] (Proceedings of the 3rd Russian sociological Congress. Institute of
sociology,

Russian

society

of

http://www.isras.ru/abstract_bank/1210190841.pdf

sociologists.
(date

URL:
accessed:

30.05.2016). (in Russian)

15

19. Pearson, A., Carr, J. & Shaw J. (2008) Toward a theory of familiness: A
social capital perspective. Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice, 32, 949969. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-6520.2008.00265.x
20. Pearson, A. & Carr, J. (2011) The central role of trust in family firm social
capital. In R. L. Sorenson (Ed.), Family business and social capital (pp.3344). Cheltenham, England: Edward Elgar.
21. Post, D. & Pong S. (1996) The waning effect of sibship composition on
school attainment in Hong Kong. Comparative Education Review, 42(2), 99117. https://doi.org/10.1086/447491
22. Rostila, M. (2010) The facets of social capital. Journal for the Theory of
Social

Behaviour,

41,

308-326.

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-

5914.2010.00454.x
23. Ryff, C. D. (1989) Happiness is everything, or is it? Explorations on the
meaning of psychological well-being. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, 57, 1069-1081. https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-3514.57.6.1069
24. Shahidul, S., Zehadul Karim A. & Mustari S. Social. (2015) Capital and
Educational Aspiration of Students: Does FSC Affect More Compared to
School Social Capital? International Education Studies, 8 (12), 255-260.
https://doi.org/10.5539/ies.v8n12p255
25. Shamionov,

R.

(2008)

Sub'ektivnoe

blagopoluchie

lichnosti:

psihologicheskaya kartina i faktoryi [Subjective well-being of personality:
psychological picture and factors]. Saratov: Nauchnaya kniga. (in Russian)
26.Siedlecki, K., Salthouse, T., Oishi, S. & Jeswani, S. (2014) The Relationship
Between Social Support and Subjective Well-Being Across Age. Social
Indicators Research, 117 (2), 561-576. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11205-0130361-4
27. Teachman, J., Kathleen, P. & Karen, C. (1996) Social Capital and Dropping
Out of School Early. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 58(3), 773-783.
https://doi.org/10.2307/353735
16

28. West, C., Reed D. & Gildengorin G. (1998) Can money buy happiness?
Depressive symptoms in an affluent older population. Journ. Am. Geriatr.
Soc, 46(1), 49-57. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1532-5415.1998.tb01012.x
29. Winnicot, D. (2007) Razgovor s roditelyami [Conversation with the
parents]. M.: Class. (in Russian)

17

Dmitrii Dubrov
National Research University Higher School of Economics. International
Laboratory of Socio-Cultural research. Junior Researcher ; E-mail:
ddubrov@hse.ru

Any opinions or claims contained in this Working Paper do not necessarily
reflect the views of HSE.

© Dubrov , 2017

18

