The History of the Emotions: Approaches and Problems
The history of emotions was pioneered nearly a century ago by the Annales school of historians (such as Lucien Febvre), Johann Huizinga (in his Waning of the Middle Ages, 1924) and literary scholars. Recently, interest in this vein of history writing has revived and in this course we will explore the approaches it involves and problems it raises. Is there really a history of emotions or are these not biological universals and constants? Can we really know what the dead felt, as opposed to what they said they felt? If we are then studying the history of emotional expression, are we really studying emotions, or merely cultural norms and performances?
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