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Sociolinguistics 1/2 
 
This is an elective course for the students of the MA program Linguistic theory and language description 
(NRU HSE). The students taking this course are supposed to have a good command of basic terms and 
concepts of phonology, morphology, and syntax and to have a general idea of linguistic diversity and of 
genealogical classification of languages. 
 
Abstract. The course content changes every year. The present  year course is given as an example; it deals 
with various types of language contact and contact-induced change. The students are supposed to get 
acquainted with the characteristics of the main types of contact languages (pidgins, creoles, mixed languages) 
and to study contact phenomena in a wide range of languages. The course will cover such phenomena on all 
levels of linguistic structure, such as phonology, morphology, syntax, and vocabulary.. 
 
The objectives of the course are to introduce the students to the main topics of contact linguistics. They 
should be able to explore various situations of linguistic contact and to find linguistic phenomena attributable 
to this process. The students are supposed to learn theoretical models of language contact as well as to get to 
know  
 
Intended outcomes include, for the students:       

● learning theoretical models of contact linguistics 
● applying theoretical approaches to describing language contact situations as well as individual contact 

languages and contact phenomena in phonology, morphology, syntax, and vocabulary 
● getting acquainted with the diversity of contact languages throughout the world 

  
Course plan 
1) Introductory lecture 1: Languages in contact: pidgins, creole languages, mixed languages, Sprachbünde, etc. 
(2+0+12) 
Meshtrie (2010), ch. 9 
2) Introductory lecture 2: The influence of language contact on various levels of linguistic structure: loanword 
phonology, structural borrowing, lexical borrowing. (2+0+12) 
3–5) Pidgins and pidginization. Theories of pidgin formation  
Winford (2003), ch. 8; Bakker & Matras (2013): Pidgins; Velupillai (2015), ch. 5 
Case studies: Perekhval’skaya (2008); Hickey (ed., 2010) (0+6+8) 
6–8) Creoles and creolization. Theories of creole formation 
Winford (2003), ch. 9; Bakker & Matras (2013): Creole languages; Velupillai (2015), ch. 6; McWhorter (2001) 
(0+6+4) 
9–10) Mixed languages 
Winford (2003), ch. 6; Bakker & Matras (2013): Mixed languages; Velupillai (2015), ch. 3 (2+0+4) 
11–12) Contact-induced phenomena: lexical borrowing 
Winford (2003), ch. 2; Haspelmath & Tadmor (2009), ch. I–III 
Case studies: Haspelmath & Tadmor (2009) (2+2+10) 
13) Contact-induced phenomena: loanword phonology 
Yoonjung Kang. 2011. Loanword Phonology. In: Oostendorp (ed., 2011) (2+0+10) 
14–16) Contact-induced phenomena: borrowed morphology and syntax 
Winford (2003), ch. 3; Gardani et al. (eds., 2015), pp. 1–24 
Case studies: Matras & Sakel (eds., 2007); Hickey (ed., 2010) (2+2+12) 
17–18) Code-switching 
Winford (2003), ch. 4–5 (0+4+10) 
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Each student is supposed to make a presentation based on a research paper / handbook chapter from the 
recommended reading list. The grading system is based on cumulative grading of all course elements. The 
weights of different elements of the course in the final mark are as follows: 
 
1. current control: quizes on the read articles / book chapters (every class except the introductory lecture): 
0.5, grading based on the number of questions answered in their entirety 
2. intermediate control: preparing quizes on an article (once): 0.3, grading based on compliance with 

deadlines of quiz submission, with the nature of the questions (easy to answer by scanning / searching the 

article or requiring a full understanding of its research topic) 

3. final examination (optional): 0.2,  includes discussion of the articles read and answering the questions of 

the quizzes, grading based on the number of questions, answered in their entirety 

 

The course is delivered in lectures and classes including student presentations and discussion of home 

reading. The course requires regular equipment for presentations. 


