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The Teaching Course "Russia’s Policies with reference to East Asia" 

Master's degree program "Socio-Political Development and Challenges of Modern East Asia" 

School of Asian Studies, National Research University-Higher School of Economics 

 

Course syllabus 

 

Instructor: Myasnikov Vladimir, Prof (Department of Civilizational Development of the East) 

 

Outline 

I. Course description 

The policies of Russia in relation to China, Korea and Japan are interconnected. They 

were formed in the 17th-18th centuries. Russia’s principal impulse was to establish trade, 

economic and cultural links with the countries it bordered to the East. One special feature of the 

process is that by the time Russia entered the region, it had already been maintaining relations 

with these Asian countries for centuries, with foreign policy patterns essentially different from 

European countries. Russian–Chinese relations are the focus of these historical studies. 

 
Pre-requisites (required academic background) 

The pre-requisites for participating at the seminar include essential knowledge of the 

main aspects of world history, history of international relations, geography as well as research 

methodology on the Bachelor level. It is desirable that the students have background training in 

Asian studies. Participation in the seminars requires sufficient competence in using principles 

and methods of social studies required the Bachelor level.  

To conclude, the students must have sufficient working knowledge of the corresponding 

Oriental and European languages, and know the history and geography of the region. 

 

II. The course aims and learning outcomes 

 

A. Syllabus  

The course presents, in chronological order, the milestones of the development of 

Russian regional policy. The mainstay of this historical canvas is formed by international 

legislation that covered all spectrums of relations between these countries in the past, and which 

are still valid. Special attention is given to the Eastern countries’ diplomatic particularities as a 

function of their ethno-psychology. 
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B. Learning outcomes 

By the end of the course the students will be able to: 

1. to formulate the historical progress of establishing relations between Russia and East 

Asian countries 

2. to identify factors influencing Russian policies in East Asia 

3. to characterize key components, features, stages of Sino-Russian relations  

4. to understand the specific features and logic of the development of relations between 

Russia and China 

5. to identify and explain the basic challenges and trends of Sino-Russian relations 

6. to effectively work with literature and different types of information resources, to locate, 

analyse, evaluate, synthesise information on political issues from a wide variety of sources 

7. to distinguish between incoherent explanation and well-ground argumentation.  

 

III. The course structure 

The course falls into the category of the compulsory and is taught at the first year of the 

Master’s program. The total amount of hours entitled for the course at the first year is 114 hours 

(42 academic hours (18 hours of lections and 24 of seminars) and 72 academic hours of self-

study). 

The distribution of the teaching time is as follows:  

Number of hours  

for examination 

6 

 

Number of credit units: 3 

 

 

IV. Syllabus 

 

The course schedule 

Total class hours Self-study Total 

hours 

Lectures Seminars   

18 24 72 114 
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Course plan (by topics) 

 

Index 

number 

of class 

Title of the topic Distribution of hours 

by a form of work 

Lectures Seminars Self-study 

1 Introduction in Russia Policies with reference to 

East Asia. The first Russian mission to China 

with I.Petlin. 

1 2 6 

2 17
th

 century. First Russian Embassy to China. 

Fedor Baikov’s contribution. Ma La’s 

expedition. 

2 2 7 

3 Nicolae Milescu’s embassy. Treaty of 

Nerchinsk, 1689. Sino-Russian relations in the 

beginning of 18
th

 century. 

2 3 7 

4 Russian-Chinese Treaty of Kyakhta, 1727: 

background, negotiations, overview, main 

results. 

2 3 7 

5 Implementation of Russian-Chinese Treaty of 

Kyakhta, 1727. Russian embassies in 18
th

 

century: Bratischev’s embassy. Chernyshev’s  

Embassy.  

2 4 8 

6 Sino-Russian relations in 18th century. Russian-

Chinese trade. Act of the February 8th 1792. 

Policy of Alexander the I. Golovkin’s mission to 

China. Muravyev’s mission to Far East. 

Ignatyev’s mission to Beijing. 

2 2 7 

7 The Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895). The treaty 

of Livadia, 1879. The Treaty of Saint 

Petersburg, 1881. 

2 2 8 

8 Russian-Japanese War 1904-1905. 2 2 7 

9 Historical excursus since 1917 to 1947. 1 2 7 

10 Establishment of the PRC (1949), its relations 

with Soviet Union. Mao Ze Dong's policy. 
2 2 8 

Total 114 18 24 72 

 

V. Assessment system  

 

A. Assessment criteria 

The grading system is based at the “10-point” approach to evaluating students’ 

knowledge.  

The form of the final control is oral examination. 
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B. Grading taxonomy  

 

Grading item Total score Item status 

Participation 0-30% no less than 80% 

Written & oral assignments 0-20% no less than 80% 

Final examination 0-50% Obligatory 

 

 

C. Grading Policy and Assessment Items 

Students should participate in all kinds of work during the course. 

1. Assignments: 20% 

 Written assignments (analytical papers, critical reading papers, article reviews) 

2. Participation: 30%  

 Contribution to the seminar discussions. There will be a number of interactive teaching 

classes, including discussions, oral answers to the professor’s questions based on the readings, 

etc. One class participation totals max. 10 points. A student abstaining from answer gets 0 points. 

Class attendance is essential. Students who stayed away from a class can get additional points by 

fulfilling additional tasks assigned by the professor. 

2. Final Oral Examination: 50%. 

 

The grading system for the assessment items 

“Outstanding” 10 points A+ 

“Very good” 8-9 points A-, A 

“Good” 6-7 points B-, B 

“Satisfactory” 4-5 points C, C- 

“Poor” 1-3 points F 

 

 

VI. The course policy and Requirements 

 Reading, analyzing and synthesizing of the required readings is a pre-requisite for 

participating at every class.  

 Attendance of the classes is essential. 
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 Contribution to the discussions at class is extremely significant for successful completion 

of the course and for achieving the main learning goals.  

 A student’s absence at class or abstaining from answer equals to “0” points for 

participation. 

 Students’ absence at less than a half of classes equals to “0” points for participation. 

 

VII. Teaching methodology 

The course I based on traditional teaching methods. The teaching is aimed at developing 

academic, cognitive, transferrable skills and is completely oriented at active learning. The 

employed methods of teaching suppose to develop independent thinking, critical assessment, 

own thought formulation and analysis. The professor applies a set of traditional teaching tools in 

order to deliver the course in an engaging and effective way. 

The professor compiles a collection of suggested readings. Students as well are 

encouraged to find the course-related material themselves upon consultation with the instructor. 

 

VIII. List of suggested examination questions 

1. 

1) Civilizational specifics of Russia-China relationship 

2) Sino-soviet cooperation in 1950s 

 

2. 

1) China’s place on the International Arena in 1928-1931 

2) The Treaty of Aigun, 1858 

 

3. 

1) Chinese militarism and its role in the political life of the country 

2) The Treaty of Tianjin, 1858 

 

4. 

1) The role of the Chinese warfront in the War of the Pacific 

2) The Convention of Peking, 1860 

 

5. 

1) The Treaty of St. Petersburg, 1881 
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2) Sino-soviet relations in the 1950s 

 

6. 

1) Sino - Russian Bank and its role in building relations between Russia and China 

2) Mission of S.L.Vladislavich and the signing of Burin and Kyahta Treaties 

 

7. 

1) Occupation of North-East China by Japan 

2) Boxer Rebellion and Sino- Russian relations at the beginning of the twentieth century 

 

8. 

1) USSR entry into the war on the Far East and the surrender of Japan 

2) Sino- Russian trade in Kyahta 

 

9. 

1) The embassy to China headed by Yuri Golovkin 

2) Russian-Japanese war (1904-1905) and Sino-Russian relations 

 

10. 

1) Soviet-Chinese treaty August 14, 1945 

2) Soviet-Chinese relations in the 1960-s 

 

11. 

1) Lugouqiao incident: invasion of Japan into Inner china 

2) Chinese missions to Russia in the middle of eighteenth century 

 

12. 

1) Soviet support to China against Japanese imperialist policy 

2) International Act signed on 8
th

 of February, 1792 

 

13. 

1) The first Russian envoy to China by I.Petlin. F.I.Baykov's embassy in Beijing, reasons of its 

failure 

2) Mao Ze Dong's visit to Moscow and the Sino-soviet treaty of 14.02.1950 
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14. 

1) F.I.Baykov's embassy in Beijing, reasons of its failure 

2) Struggle of USSR for recovering of relations with China in 60-70s 

 

15. 

1) Russian envoy to China by N.Spafari 

2) Creation of the People’s Republic of China, 1
st
 of October 1949 

 

16.  

1) Xinjiang during World War two 

2) Mission to Beijing by Lev Izmailov 

 

17. 

1) The process of territorial approachment between Russia and China 

2) The anti-Japanese guerrilla struggle in Manchuria in 1931-1942 

 

18. 

1) Agreements of Yalta Conference  on Far East 

2) Tulishen`s mission to the Volga Kalmyks 

 

19. 

1) Japanese troops’ invasion of Shanghai and the Western powers’ stance on it 

2) Mission of I. Izbrandt & A. Brandt to China 

 

20. 

1) Establishment of Manchukuo and deployment of Japanese expansion in North China 

2) The Treaty of Nerchinsk of 1689 

 

21. 

1) Normalization of the sino-soviet relationships in 1931 

2) The Treaty of Nerchinsk, 1689 

 

22. 

1) The March of Red Army to Yan'an region in the North East China 

2) Russian envoy to China by N.Spafari 
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23. 

1) The sino-soviet border issue negotiations in 1960th-1970
th

 

2) Development of the territory of the  East Siberia and Outer Manchuria 

 

24. 

1) Sino-Soviet Agreement of the year 1924 concerning regulation principles of two countries’ 

relations 

2) The first Russian mission to China with I.Petlin 

 

25. 

1) Reforms and revolutions in Russia and China 

2) Russian Orthodox mission in China and its significance for the development of Russian 

Sinology 

 

 

IX. List of recommended literature and sources 

 

1. “Agreement on General Principles for the Settlement on the Questions between the 

Republic of China and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, with six Declarations and 

Exchange Notes relating thereto, signed at Peking, May 31, 1924”. 

 

2. Giovanni Arrighi, Takeshi Hamashita, Mark Selden. The Rise of East Asia in World 

Historical Perspective. Fernand Braudel Center, 1997. 

 

3. Gotelind Muller. Chinese Perspectives on the Russo-Japanese War. Unversity of 

Heilderberg, 2013. 

 

4. Lukin A.V. Russia and China: 4 centuries of cooperation: The history of contemporary 

state and development prospects. Ves’ Mir Publishing House, Moscow, 2013.  

 

5. Milov L.V. “History of Russia”, in three volumes. MSU, 2006. 

 

6. Soymonov F.I. Stories of Peter the Great. St. Petersburg, 2012. 

 

7. Spengler O. The Decline of the West.  Oxford University Press, USA. 1918 (1991). 

 


