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Digital archives: words, sounds, 

photos, videos
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Thematic Overview

XXth century - communicative memory

Personal, individual, particular

Everyday-life evidence

Topics neglected by the official political 

narrative

Painful connections with Europe: European 

Memory of GULAG, Siberia deportations
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Defining the Public

Public History - telling the story with public

But who is considered to be public?

Interrelation between digital media and 

pasts knowledge production

Participation as means of audience 

attraction and involvement 



+
Agency Issue in a Past Narrative 

Production

Sources of initiatives:

-Academic institutions

-Museums

-Charity foundation

-Enthusiasts: media manager, blogger, 

independent historian
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Academic/Public

Some initiatives stay within academia: 

historians for historians (as facilitators and 

consumers of knowledge)

Some go to general public

Intensely emerging but having small 

audience
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Social request for alternative 

participatory knowledge

Is there one in contemporary Russia?

Projects not answer, but try to evoke it

Issue of public space in Russia 

Witnesses/Historians/State -

simultaneously, in the media space

Crises of archives


