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1. Course Description 

 

The course is intended for Faculty of Economic Sciences students as a part of the general set of 

curriculum for first-year students of Bachelor’s Program ‘Economics’ (optional: either in Russian or in 

English). 

This course aims to identify the turning points, reveal endogenous and exogenous causes of reforms 

and crises, and analyze the key aspects of the economic history on both stages – world and Russian, – 

providing students with a clear understanding of why some countries are richer and others are poorer, 

tracing some features of world history with a special emphasis to Russia as well the correlation 

between Western, Eastern and Russian economic development. It covers the following topics: 

 The Ancient and Medieval Periods; 

 Mercantilism, Military Technology and State Formation; 

 Economic Model of the Early State During the Period of Feudal Fragmentation; 

 The Mongol Invasion of Russia and its Economic Consequences; 

 Early Russian Protectionism in the Context of Peter the Great’s Reforms; 

 Mancipation and Liberation of Various Social Estates in the 18
th

 Century; 

 The Industrial Revolution and Its Consequences; 

 Economic Reforms and Counter-Reforms During the 19
th

 Century as a Conflict Between Liberal 

and Conservative Views; 

 Trade and Industrialization During the Long 19
th

 Century; 

 Industrialization of the Russian Empire at the End of 19
th

 – the Beginning of the 20
th

 Century: 

Peculiarities, Sequence of Events and Their Consequences; 

 World War I and Its Economic Consequences; 

 Soviet Economic Policy in the 1920-1930s – Its Reasons and Consequences; 

 Stalinist Industrialization; 

 Economy of World War II and Expansion of the Socialist Camp; 

 Contradictions and Crises in the Planning Economy of the USSR; 

 European Union: Its Roots and Past. 

 

2. Learning objectives and outcomes 

 

There are at least two primary objectives: 

1) acquaintance of the students with the patterns of system transformations and economic development 

of Russia in different periods, including those of overtaking development; 

2) study of the long-term tendencies and turning points in the economic history of Russia, features of 

its economic functioning. 

The main means for student’s knowledge assessment is discussion after studying texts on the given 

subject. Additional method is written work, in which students can fully express themselves in case they 

didn’t manage to do so during discussion due to some reasons. 

As a result students are expected: 

(a) to get introduced to economic history; 
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(b) to know major aspects of economic growth in Western countries and in Russia (+ economic 

miracles); 

(c) to become familiar with the economic mainstream in every period considered; 

(d) to be aware of the industrialization peculiarities in different countries; 

(e) to manage to analyze the economic development of a certain region etc. 

 

3. Course Plan 

 

 

 

 

№ 

 

 

 

Topic/Focus/Activity 

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
h

o
u

rs
  

 

 

Readings and assignments 

1. Introduction to EH Course.  2  

2. The Ancient and Medieval Periods 7 Cameron, chapters 1-3; 

Clark, part I 

3. Mercantilism, Military Technology and 

State Formation 

6 Cameron, chapters 5-6; 

Clark, part I 

4. Economic Model of the Early State 

During the Period of Feudal 

Fragmentation 

3 Pipes, p. 34-57; 

Mavor, chapter II 

5. The Mongol Invasion of Russia and its 

Economic Consequences 

3 Pipes, p. 58-81; 

Mavor, chapter III 

6. Early Russian Protectionism in the 

Context of Peter the Great’s Reforms 

4 Pipes, p. 116-288 etc. (peasantry, dvorianstvo, 

bourgeoisie, church, intelligentsia); 

Mavor, chapter IV 

7. Mancipation and Liberation of Various 

Social Estates in the 18
th

 Century 

3 Pipes, p. 116-288 etc. (peasantry, dvorianstvo, 

bourgeoisie, church, intelligentsia); 

Mavor, chapter IV 

8. The Industrial Revolution and Its 

Consequences 

6 Cameron, chapter 7; 

Clark, part II 

9. Economic Reforms and Counter-

Reforms During the 19
th

 Century as a 

Conflict Between Liberal and 

Conservative Views 

3 Pipes, p. 116-316; 

Mavor, chapters IV-V 
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10. Trade and Industrialization During the 

Long 19
th

 Century 

6 Cameron, chapters 8-9; 

Clark, part II. 

11. Industrialization of the Russian Empire 

at the End of 19
th

 – the Beginning of the 

20
th

 Century: Peculiarities, Sequence of 

Events and Their Consequences 

4 Gregory, Income; 

Gatrell, Tsarist Economy; 

Dennison. 

12. World War I and Its Economic 

Consequences 

6 Cameron, chapter 14; 

Gatrell, War Economies; 

Broadberry, p. 1-40, 235-270, 

Nafziger, Lindert. 

13. Soviet Economic Policy in the 1920-

1930s – its Reasons and Consequences 

4 Nove, p. 39-115 

14. Stalinist Industrialization 4 Rakov; 

Gregory, Political Economy 
15. Economy of World War II and 

Expansion of the Socialist Camp 

7 Cameron, chapters 14-15; 

Nove, p. 273-330. 

16. Contradictions and Crises in the 

Economy of the USSR 

4 Nove, p. 331-419. 

17. European Union: Its Roots and Past 6 Cameron, chapters 15-16; 

Clark, part III. 

18. Final Test 2  

 Total 80  

 

In order to be successful students have to carefully study all given readings and make some helpful 

notes, because after they arrive in the classes they are expected to take part in the discussion and 

answer lecturer’s questions on what they have been reading. 

 

NB: it’s urgently important – to understand everything you are reading. If you didn’t understand the 

meaning of a certain word, it’s your own responsibility to get to know it before coming to the class. 

 

 

4. Reading List
1
 

 

1. Required
2
: 

                                                           
1
 Be aware that your lecturer may specify the subject of any seminar in a more precise way, letting students know about it in 

advance. However the lecturer is responsible for providing students with all necessary materials. 
2
 Note that all required readings are scanned and fully accessible. 



5 

 

 

 

Broadberry S., Harrison M. The Economics of World War I. Cambridge, CUP, 2005. 

Cameron R. A Concise Economic History of the World: From Paleolithic Times to the Present. Any 

edition. 

Clark G. A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World. Any edition. 

Gatrell P. The Tsarist Economy, 1850-1917. London, Batsford, 1986. 

Mavor J. An Economic History of Russia. Any edition. 

Nove A. An Economic History of the USSR. 1917-1991. Any edition. 

Pipes R. Russia Under the Old Regime. Any edition. 

 

2. Optional: 

Bartlett R.P. Human Capital: The Settlement of Foreigners in Russia, 1762-1804. Cambridge, CUP, 

1979. 

Dennison T., Nafziger S. Micro-Perspectives on 19th-century Russian Living Standards (working 

paper) 

Gatrell P. War Economies (the Russian Empire) (working paper) 

Gregory P.R. Russian National Income. 1885-1913. Any edition. 

Gregory P.R. The Political Economy of Stalinism. Any edition. 

Harrison M. Stalin and Our Times (working paper) 

Nafziger S., Lindert P. Russian Inequality on the Eve of Revolution (working paper) 

Rakov A. Stalin’s Collectivization and ‘Dekulakization’ in the Urals in the 1930s. Acta Universitatis 

Upsaliensis. Uppsala Studies on Eastern Europe 6. Uppsala, Uppsala University, 2017. 

 

3. Websites and other informational resources 

http://www.demoscope.ru/weekly/pril.php - demographic statistics of the Russia and the USSR; 

http://www.globalresearch.ca/author/julien-paolantoni - collection of reviews on Russian history; 

http://www.hist.msu.ru/Dynamics/ - social and economic statistics of the Russian Empire; 

http://www.hist.msu.ru/Labour/english.htm - sources, statistics and articles on the labour history of the 

Russian Empire; 

http://www.hist.msu.ru/Labs/Ecohist/version/r_databa.htm - micro data and statistics of the Russian 

Empire; 

http://www.melgrosh.unimelb.edu.au/home.php - the Melbourne Gateway to Research on Soviet 

History (statistics and articles); 

http://memo.ru/history/ - sources and articles on the political repressions in the USSR; 

http://src-home.slav.hokudai.ac.jp/database/SESS.html - Soviet economic statistical series; 

http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/staff/mharrison/archive/persa - collection of working 

papers on the Soviet economic history. 

 

5. Grading System, Guidelines for Knowledge Assessment 

and Corresponding Methodology 

 

Grading system and how both the course and final test will be graded 

 

http://www.demoscope.ru/weekly/pril.php
http://www.globalresearch.ca/author/julien-paolantoni
http://www.hist.msu.ru/Dynamics/
http://www.hist.msu.ru/Labour/english.htm
http://www.hist.msu.ru/Labs/Ecohist/version/r_databa.htm
http://www.melgrosh.unimelb.edu.au/home.php
http://memo.ru/history/
http://src-home.slav.hokudai.ac.jp/database/SESS.html
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/staff/mharrison/archive/persa
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Any use of electronic devices during classes is strictly prohibited. The only item students can use
3
 is 

hand-written outline. 

 

Each student is capable of getting 5-points-grade on every seminar as maximum. A student gets: 

 0 points if he was absent in the class for no matter what reason; 

 1 point if he was present, but silent; 

 2 points if he answered a couple of times; 

 3 points if he was active enough, but not always precise; 

 4 points if he was active and precise, but not all the time; 

 5 points if he was active and precise for all the time. 

 

Seminars contribute 50% to the overall grade and two evaluating tests (at the end of October and at end 

of December) give another 50% (10 and 40%, respectively). The tests consist of both classical tests and 

more theoretical questions (short essays) which we’ll be training to handle. All topics for the evaluating 

tests are presented in the topic list in section 3. 

 

Retake policy and form of the retake 

Every student has a right for only one retake of any seminar per course, no matter if it was missed or 

not and for what reason. Retake has a form of conversation, when student is asked up to five questions 

on a certain subject. 

 

Policy for breaking a deadline 

In case the work submitted after the actual deadline, but 

 within one hour the student is free of any penalty; 

 within 24-hours day the student gets 50% of possible grade as maximum; 

 after 24-hours day the students gets 0 points for any assignment. 

 

Extra credit opportunities 

In order to give extra credit opportunities short written quiz will be introduced for students (especially 

for those who stayed silent during discussions) in the beginning of every class, except for the first and 

last ones. Each quiz consists of five short questions. Depending on the number of correct answers 

student can get: 

 0 bonus points if he has 0-2 right answers; 

 1 bonus point if he has 3-4 right answers; 

 2 bonus points if he has 5 right answers. 

Bonus points can only be added to the grade of the seminar on which quiz was written. If student has 

already 5 for the seminar, the only thing bonus points give him is advantage to his karma, not more. 

If student feels like the lecturer was not impartial to him he has a right to ask for the advances twice 

per course. Advances mean that the lecturer gives an extra point to student on a concrete seminar. A 

student is allowed to ask for advances only during the day when the seminar took place. If student asks 

                                                           
3
 Use here means to keep half an eye on it, not to read everything from the crib sheet. 
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for advances it presumably means that on the next seminar he has to get +1 point to the grade he has 

got thanks to advances. Therefore, if he got: 

 1 point thanks to advances he is expected to get 2 points next time; 

 2 – 3 points; 

 3 – 4 points; 

 4 or 5 – 5 points. 

If a student fails to meet expected grade on the next seminar the advances extra point is taken away 

and he loses the right for advances. 

 

6. Academic Integrity 

The Higher School of Economics strictly adheres to the principle of academic integrity and honesty. 

Accordingly, in this course there will be a zero-tolerance policy toward academic dishonesty. This 

includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarism (including failure to properly cite sources), 

fabricating citations or information, tampering with other students’ work, and presenting a part of or 

the entirety of another person’s work as your own. HSE uses an automated plagiarism-detection system 

to ensure the originality of students’ work. Students who violate university rules on academic honesty 

will face disciplinary consequences, which, depending on the severity of the offense, may include 

having points deducted on a specific assignment, receiving a failing grade for the course, being 

expelled from the university, or other measures specified in HSE’s Internal Regulations. 

http://www.hse.ru/docs/48094015.html

