
Title of the course Research Seminar: (International Law and introduction to legal research ) 

Title of the Academic 
Programme  

Business and Politics in Modern Asia 

Type of the course Required 

Prerequisites none 

ECTS workload 9 

Total indicative study 
hours 

Directed Study Self-directed study  Total 

76 380 458 

Course Overview International law is at the crossroads as it is increasingly being challenged by 
the individual state interests, transnational economic actors, developments 
in technology and science, etc.  

This course is an MA level version of an introductory course to international 
law. We will especially focus on some of the contemporary areas of research 
in the discipline. The course instructor will introduce the students to her 
most recent research activities on the Law of the Sea, transnational law a, 
and Outer Space law. Overall, the course provides an introduction to the 
field and principal issues of international law and institutions, examining the 
histories and theories of international law, economics, and politics. We will 
examine the United Nations and other systems (such as the WTO), situating 
them in relationship to the broader institutional structures of public 
international law and regulation, public and private state interests in the 
realms of politics and economics, and challenges from private and 
transnational ordering and multinational enterprise, as well as other non-
state actors. We will examine the functioning of these various international 
organizational mechanisms with particular focus on global legal pluralism, 
the environment, law of the sea, international space law, economic law and 
regulation, development, and security. The objective is to scrutinize the legal 
personality and political powers of international institutions in relation to the 
participation of individual state members and other extralegal 
developments.  

Intended Learning 
Outcomes (ILO) 

LO1 LO2, LO8, LO9 
Aims and Objectives: 
The aims of this course are: 
1. To provide a substantial grounding in the history, concepts, doctrines, 
principles and 
institutions of the international institutional regime. 
2. To critically consider current developments and questions arising in 
international law. 
3. To use case studies to consider current issues in international law and 
institutions. 
At the end of this course, students will be able: 
1. To demonstrate a systematic understanding of the main concepts, 
principles, doctrines, 
procedures and systems of international organisations. 
2. To critically analyse the practice and theory of international law and 



institutions. 
3. To carry out independent research in those areas of international law. 
4. To communicate doctrinal debates and arguments concerning legal 
controversy and to formulate them in a lucid and well-informed argument. 

Teaching and Learning 
Methods 

The course consists of lectures and seminars. The lectures will be given by 
the instructor and seminars will include student participation and 
presentations.  
 
OUR CLASS MOTTO IS THAT OF THE OREGON TRAIL: THE COWARDS NEVER 
STARTED, THE WEAK DIED ALONG THE WAY 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon_Trail) 

Indicative Assessment 
Methods and Strategy 

20 % of your grade will be based on general class participation. The class 

participation grade involves several components: 

• Being part of the general class conversation; the course schedule indicates 

specific questions that will be addressed in class; students should be prepared 

to discuss them and to be cold-called. 

• Participation in group exercises and simulations. 

30 % of your grade will be allocated for a Group Project and Presentation.  

Each student will work with a small team (ideally 5 members) to construct an 

“interactive learning tool” of its choosing. The purpose of this exercise is to 

work with others to create a fun, innovative and creative means of exploring a 

topic at the intersection of energy and international politics and security. 

While the course will cover a wide range of topics, it cannot cover every 

topic, and this assignment will give teams ownership over what they learn and 

the opportunity to share their findings with classmates in a format that they 

think would help them best grasp the chosen topic. Some of the teaching tools 

used throughout the semester will help teams envision what their group 

project might be; they might consider writing a case study, creating a 

simulation or negotiation, or devising a game on or off line. Teams are really 

only limited by their imagination as to what they might do and creativity is 

encouraged! Teams will be given a list of possible topics to explore that have 

not been examined in depth in class. Group projects will be graded on the 

quality of research and the quality of the final product as a learning tool. 

Those whose projects are selected for use at the end of the semester will 

receive extra credit. 

50% Final Paper.  

Students will write a 4000 word research paper on the topic of their own 

choosing. We will allocated Week 3 to the discussion of topic selection, 

research methods, and processes.  

 

Readings / Indicative 
Learning Resources 
 

Primary texts for the course 
1. Jan Klabbers (ed) Normative Pluralism and International Law 
Exploring Global Governance (Cambridge University Press, 2013) (Klabbers 1) 
2. Jan Klabbers, International Law (Cambridge University Press, 2013) 
(Klabbers 2) 
 
Recommended: 

1. Malcolm Evans, International law Oxford University Press 2018. Fifth 
edition 



We will also read various journal articles. All material will be available in PDF 
format.  
Full details of all the essential and recommended readings for each DG are 
available in the course syllabus.  

Course Instructor 
 

Dr. Elena Cirkovic, associate professor, Department of Political Science 

Weeks 1-3 Basic Introduction to the Research 
 
Required reading: 
 

1. Research Design in Political Science. How to Practice What They Preach, 

Edited by Thomas Gschwend and Frank Schimmelfennig, palgrave 

macmillan, 2007 

Week 4 Introduction to international law 
 
This session will introduce the students to the scope and content of this 
section of the course. We will go over the course evaluation and expectation 
in great detail.   
 

Week 5 Teaching and studying international law 
 
Required reading:  
 
Florian Hoffman “Teaching general public international Law” (Klabbers 1) 
 
This session will look at the international law as a discipline, including the 
challenges of international legal education.  
Questions: 

1. What is the relationship of international law to other disciplines? 
2. How do you position international law from the perspective of 

political science and international relations? 

Week 6 Introducing Methodologies 
 
Required reading:  
 
Touko Piiparinen, “Exploring the Methodology of Normative Pluralism in the 
Global Age” (Klabbers 1) 
 
This session will address the methodology of normative pluralism in 
international law. We will define the terminology and address other 
methodologies.  
Questions: 

1. What is normative pluralism? 
2. What implications do you think it has for the “unity” of international 

law? 
3. Is there such a thing as international community? 



 
Optional readings: 
 

1. The individual in international law (Klabbers 2) 
2. Subjects of International law (Klabbers 2) 

 

Week 7 International law and history 
 
Required reading: Anghie, Anthony, “Francisco de Vitoria and the Colonial 
Origins of International Law,” (1996) 5(3) Social and Legal Studies, pp. 321-
336.  
 
Koskenniemi, MA 2017, 'The Many Faces of ‘Sovereignty’. Introduction to 
Critical Legal Thinking' Kutafin University Law Review, vol. 4, no. 2, pp. 282-
291. DOI: 10.17803/2313-5395.2017.2.8.282-291 
 
Questions: 
 

1. What is the relationship between colonialism and international law? 
2. How does Vitoria define the law among nations? 
3. Who gets to decide on the definition? 

 
Optional readings: 
 

1) Francisco De Vitoria, “On the Law of War”, in de Indis  
2) Martti Koskenniemi,  “Empire and International Law: the Real 

Spanish Contribution” University of Toronto Law Journal (2014) 
3) Michael Walzer, Just and Unjust Wars, Preface (general, not specific 

to edition), Part I, “The Moral Reality of War” (pp. 3-47); and Part II, 
“The Theory of Aggression” (pp. 51-124). 

 
 

Week 8-9 Contemporary topics in international law: International Space Law 
 
Required reading:  
 
Klabbers, Jan, “The seas, the air and outer space” (Klabbers 2) 
 
This session will introduce the students to the law of the outer space. We will 
discuss its origins, political debates, and the contemporary challenges of 
commercialization of the outer space.  
 
Questions: 

1. Why do we need the international space law? 
2. What are the surrounding political debates? 
3. Do you think individual states should be able to promote private 

commercialization of the outers pace? 
 

https://tuhat.helsinki.fi/portal/en/persons/martti-koskenniemi(f024d707-c211-474e-8418-39a38ef5707c).html
https://tuhat.helsinki.fi/portal/en/publications/the-many-faces-of-s(59f2dde3-a0b7-4faf-9412-a5ea562dbfa7).html
https://tuhat.helsinki.fi/portal/en/publications/the-many-faces-of-s(59f2dde3-a0b7-4faf-9412-a5ea562dbfa7).html
https://doi.org/10.17803/2313-5395.2017.2.8.282-291


Optional readings: 
 

1. Lotta, Viikari, Environmental Aspects of Space 
Activities, 2015 Handbook of Space Law. von der Dunk, F. & 
Tronchetti, F. (eds.). Edward Elgar, p. 717-768 13. (Research 
Handbooks in International Law) 

2. Lotta, Viikari, Natural resources of the moon and legal regulation 
2012 Moon: prospective energy and material resources. Badescu, V. 
(ed.). 2012 ed. Heidelberg: Springer, p. 519-552 

 
 

Week 10-11 Contemporary topics in international law: Law of the Sea 
 
Required readings: 
 
The law of the sea (Klabbers 2) 
 
This section will introduce the students to the law of the sea. We will address 
pertinent definitions such as the “global commons” or “common heritage of 
mankind”.  We will also consider the history of the law of the sea and how 
the seas became delineated as a legal space.  
 
Optional readings: 
 

1. Surabhi, Raganathan, "Global Commons" (2016) 27 European Journal 
of International Law 693-717 (2016) 27 European Journal of 
International Law 693-717 

2. Surabhi Raganathan, "The Law of the Sea and Natural Resources" in 
Eyal Benvenisti and Georg Nolte, Community Interests Across 
International Law(Oxford University Press ) (Ed), pp. 121-135 

3. Introduction and Section II.D in Stavins, R.N. (2011). “The Problem of 
the Commons: Still Unsettled after 100 Years” American Economic 
Review 101(1):81-82, 96-103. 

 
 

Week 12 Contemporary topics in international law: International Humanitarian Law 
 
Required reading: Cirkovic, Elena “Incomplete world order: United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 2249 (2015) and the use of force in international 
law” Comparative Law Review (2016). 
Klabbers, Jan, Use of Force (Klabbers 2) 
 
 
This section will introduce international humanitarian law (IHL) or the law of 
the armed conflict (LOAC). We will first learn the main definitions, scope, and 
content of the IHL and then address some of the contemporary cases, such 
as Syria.  
 

https://lacris.ulapland.fi/en/publications/environmental-aspects-of-space-activities(a7982d86-8f20-4505-9132-2bb98269c3f8).html
https://lacris.ulapland.fi/en/publications/environmental-aspects-of-space-activities(a7982d86-8f20-4505-9132-2bb98269c3f8).html
https://lacris.ulapland.fi/en/publications/natural-resources-of-the-moon-and-legal-regulation(185ea852-149e-4177-97ad-d3f2ec2f265c).html
https://www.law.cam.ac.uk/people/academic/s-ranganathan/2998#user-panel_pane_article-2
https://www.law.cam.ac.uk/people/academic/s-ranganathan/2998#user-panel_pane_article-2
https://www.law.cam.ac.uk/people/academic/s-ranganathan/2998#user-panel_pane_book_chapter-0
https://www.law.cam.ac.uk/people/academic/s-ranganathan/2998#user-panel_pane_book_chapter-0
https://www.law.cam.ac.uk/people/academic/s-ranganathan/2998#user-panel_pane_book_chapter-0


Questions: 
1. What is the status of external use of force in international law? What 

is the exception? 
2. What is the status of warfare in international law? 
3. In what way does the Syrian case challenge our pre-existing notions 

of just war and justice in war? 
 
Optional Readings: 
 

1) Noa Limone, Chronicling Walter Benjamin's Final Hours: 
http://www.haaretz.com/chronicling-walter-benjamin-s-final-hours-
1.449897http://www.haaretz.com/chronicling-walter-benjamin-s-
final-hours-1   

2) Walter Benjamin, Critique of Violence 
http://english.columbia.edu/files/english/content/Critique_of_Viole
nce.pdf 

3) Leo Strauss, Thucydides: the Meaning of Political History  
4) J.L. Brierly, The Shortcomings of International Law, 5 British Yearbook 

of International Law 4 (1924) 
 
 

Week 13-14 Contemporary topics in international law: Transnational Law and Lex 
Mercatoria 
 
Required reading: 
 

1. Peer Zumbansen, “Transnational Law, Evolving” This paper is a 

chapter in Jan Smits (ed.), Encyclopedia of Comparative Law (2nd ed., 
2012, Edward Elgar), 899-925. 

2. Roger Cotterrell, What Is Transnational Law? Law & Social Inquiry 
Volume 37, Issue 2, 500–524, Spring 2012 

 
This section will introduce the concepts of transnational law and lex 
mercatoria or (merchant law). We will discuss the evolution of the merchant 
law and its status in international law. Especially, we will focus on the 
relationship with merchant law with other regulatory systems/branches of 
international law.  
 
Optional reading 
 
1. Elena Cirkovic: Book Review - Global legal pluralism and ... the Trade and 
Environment Conflict, 7 German Law Journal 1165-1176 (2006) (ONLINE) 
 
Questions for discussion 
 
1. What is transnational law? 
2. What is lex mercatoria and why is this relevant to the contemporary 
context? 

http://www.haaretz.com/chronicling-walter-benjamin-s-final-hours-1.449897http:/www.haaretz.com/chronicling-walter-benjamin-s-final-hours-1
http://www.haaretz.com/chronicling-walter-benjamin-s-final-hours-1.449897http:/www.haaretz.com/chronicling-walter-benjamin-s-final-hours-1
http://www.haaretz.com/chronicling-walter-benjamin-s-final-hours-1.449897http:/www.haaretz.com/chronicling-walter-benjamin-s-final-hours-1
http://english.columbia.edu/files/english/content/Critique_of_Violence.pdf
http://english.columbia.edu/files/english/content/Critique_of_Violence.pdf


3. What is the relationship between lex mercatoria and other regimes such 
as environmental protection or human rights protection? 

Week 15 Responsibility 
 
Required reading 
 

1. Evans: James Crawford and Simon Olleson: The nature and forms of 
international responsibility 

 
2. Evans: Malgosia Fitzmaurice: The practical working of the law of 

treaties 
 
This class will introduce the students to the concept of “responsibility” in 
international law.  
 
Optional reading: 
 Evans: Spencer Zifcak: Responsibility to protect 
The three pillars of the responsibility to protect, as stipulated in the Outcome 
Document of the 2005 
United Nations World Summit (A/RES/60/1, para. 138-140) and formulated 
in the Secretary-General's 
2009 Report (A/63/677) on Implementing the Responsibility to Protect are: 
6" 
1. The State carries the primary responsibility for protecting populations 
from genocide, war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and ethnic cleansing, and their incitement; 
2. The international community has a responsibility to encourage and assist 
States in fulfilling 
this responsibility; 
3. The international community has a responsibility to use appropriate 
diplomatic, humanitarian 
and other means to protect populations from these crimes. If a State is 
manifestly failing to 
protect its populations, the international community must be prepared to 
take collective action 
to protect populations, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations. 
 
Questions for discussion 
What is legal responsibility? 
Who has responsibilities under the international law? 
Do you think R2P is part of customary law? 

Week 16 Final research paper practice. 

Week 17 Week 13 Statehood and Self-Determination I 
Required:  
 
Evans: Matthew Craven: Statehood self-determination, and recognition 
 
This class will introduce the concept and right to self-determination in 



international law. We will revisit the interrelatedness of statehood and self-
determination and different forms of self-determination.  
Recommended:  
 
Evans: Christopher Staker: Jurisdiction 
 
Questions 
 

1. What is the historical background of the right to self-determination 
2. What is the principle of recognition? 
3. What do you think is the main purpose of the principle of 

recognition? 
 

Week 18 CON’T 
Week 14 Statehood and Self-Determination II 

1. Required: Martti Koskenniemi: National Self-Determination Today 
(ONLINE) 

2. Required: Elena Cirkovic: Elena Cirkovic, An Analysis of the ICJ 
Advisory Opinion on 

3. Kosovo's Unilateral Declaration of Independence, 11 German Law 
Journal (2010) 

(ONLINE) 
 
Questions 
 

1. What is the difference between internal and external self-
determination? 

2. Who has a right to self-determination? 
3. Does self-determination always imply secession? 

Week 19 Human Right 
Required:  
 

1. Evans: Sir Nigel Rodley: International Human Rights Law 
This class will discuss the definition, philosophy, and law of human rights. 
Most importantly we will center on the relationship between statehood, 
individual rights, and human rights. 
 

1. What are human rights? 
2. Are human rights universal? 
3. What is the status of human rights today? 

Week 20 Review 

 

 


