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Course syllabus «Contemporary Sociological Theory» 

 

Approved by  

Programme Academic Council 

Protocol Nr. 01 from 25.06.2018 

 

Author  Dr. Christian Fröhlich 

Number of credits  3 

Contact hours 28 

Self-study hours 86 

Course 1 

Educational format Without use of online course 

 

I. Aim, Results of Mastering the Discipline and Prequisites 

 

The objective of the discipline "Contemporary Sociological Theory" is the appropriation of basic 
principles of comparative social research.  
As a results, students should: 

 

Know: 

- seminal texts in comparative social research 

- basic concepts and principles of comparative social research 

 

Be able to: 

- to construct productive research questions using approaches of comparative sociology 

- to built comparative research designs in comparative social research 

- to distinguish and apply various social data to comparative research questions  

- to criticize comparative studies 

 

Have: 

- the skill to criticize and evaluate the quality of outcome of different forms of comparison 

- the skill to meaningfully construct comparative research questions  

- the skill to model comparative research designs in comparative social research 

 

Basic knowledge of concepts and theories of social sciences are required for this course. 

 

The basics of this discipline should be used in the following courses and activities: 

•Master thesis writing 

•Applied social research 

•all other program related courses 

 

The course is strongly related and complementary to other compulsory courses provided in the 

first year (e.g. Research Seminar) and sets a crucial prerequisite for later courses and research 

projects as well as for the master thesis. The course gives students an important foundation to 

develop and conduct their own research as well as to evaluate research of others. 
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II. Content of the Course 

SESSION ONE: Introduction 

The first session will introduce the main concepts of comparative political sociology and lay out 

the course plan and requirements from student participation. We will collect and discuss differ-

ent forms of comparative social research and our understanding of it.  

SESSION TWO: Two Programs of Comparative Social Research 

The session discusses the works of Emile Durkheim and Max Weber as foundational classics of 

comparative social research. We will compare their main principles and differences in research 

designs and questions. 

SESSION THREE: The Purpose of Comparison 

The session introduces Charles Tilly´s distinction between different types of comparison in so-

cial science. We will criticize and apply the concepts to various research questions. 

SESSION FOUR: Variables, Cases, and Pathways 

This sessions discusses the main differences between case-oriented and variable-oriented re-

search designs and introduces process-tracing as a form of case-orientated, qualitative research 

method. 

SESSION FIVE: Case-Orientated & Small N Comparison  

This session introduces into Charles Ragin´s account of case-orientated research and discusses 

critical approaches towards such research designs. 

SESSION SIX: Central Issues of Comparative Social Analysis I 

This session discusses classical studies in comparative research dealing with the welfare state 

and capitalism. 

SESSION SEVEN: Central Issues of Comparative Social Analysis II 

This session discusses a classical comparative study dealing with different forms of democracy, 

but also introduces into current debates in comparative sociology. 

SESSION EIGHT – Conclusion 

This session will bring all approaches to comparative sociology together and discusses their con-

cepts comparatively. 
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III. Grading 

Four position papers make up 80 percent of the final grade - 20 percentage points per paper. 

Class presentation makes up 20 percent of the final grade. 

If the final grade is non-integer, it is rounded according to algebraic rules. If has a half (.5) at the 

end, we are rounding upward. 

 

IV. Grading Tools 

The course attendees are expected to complete the weekly readings ahead of the class sessions. 

The final grade will be based on weekly “position papers” and one presentation in class of such a 

position paper. There will be no in-class exam. 

Each “position paper” will relate to the readings of the given week and be between one and two 

pages long (single-spaced, font size 12). It has to be submitted via email before the respective 

class starts. It will be assessed according to the quality of the summary it makes of the text(s), 

the pertinence of the ideas it develops in reaction to the read paper, the comprehension of the 

readings it demonstrates, and the clarity of the exposition.  

Late “position papers” will not be excepted (save for truly extraordinary circumstances), make-

up assignments will NOT be arranged. For determining the final grade, each student’s top four 

paper scores will be considered. 

In addition, each student has to present his “position” on one of the readings during class. This 

has to be a short introduction into the main thoughts of the text and an account of the student´s 

own reaction to them while developing an own position on the topic of the text. This short, 5-7 

minute presentation is meant to be as a discussion input, which initiates class discussion. The 

student is meant to lead that discussion and give further input during this session. 

 

V. Sources 

5.1 Main Literature   

1. Kucera, David, 2007: Qualitative Indicators of Labour Standards. Comparative Methods and 

Applications. Springer URL https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-1-4020-5310-8 

Proquest 

2. Tilly, Charles, 2003: Contention and Democracy in Europe, 1650–2000. Cambridge URL 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=255200 Proquest  

3. Ragin, Charles C., 1987: Case-Orientated Comparative Methods. In: ebd.: The Comparative 

Method: Moving Beyond Qualitative and Quantitative Strategies. Berkeley and Los Angeles: 

University of California Press; pp. 34-52 [paragraph 3]. URL 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1698820 Proquest 

4. Esping-Anderson, Gøsta, 1989: The three political Economies of the Welfare State. The Ca-

nadian Review of Sociology and Anthropology 26(2): 10-36. URL 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/20630041?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents Jstor 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007%2F978-1-4020-5310-8
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=255200
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1698820
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20630041?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
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5. Hall, Peter A. and David Soskice, 2001: Introduction. In: ebd. (eds.): Varieties of Capitalism. 

The Institutional Foundations of Comparative Advantage. New York: Oxford University Press, 

pp. 1-21. URL http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/0199247757.001.0001/acprof-

9780199247752 Oxford Scholarship 

6. Lijphart, Arend, 1999: Patterns of Democracy. Government Forms and Performance in Thirty-

Six Countries. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, p. 1-8, 31-41, 275-300 [para-

graphs 1, 3, 16]. URL https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-

ebooks/detail.action?docID=3421026 Proquest 

    Additional Literature 

 

1. Vennesson, Pascal (2008): “Case studies and process tracing: theories and practices” in Ap-

proaches and Methodologies in the Social Sciences: A Pluralist Perspective, edited by Donatella 

della Porta and Michael Keating. Cambridge University Press (pp. 223-239) URL 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=358875 Proquest  

2. Lieberson, Stanley, 1991: Small N´s and Big Conclusions: An examination of the Reasoning 

in comparative studies based on a small number of cases. Social Forces 70(2): 307-320. URL 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2580241?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents Jstor 

3. Arjomand, Saїd Amir, 2017: The rise of interdisciplinary studies in social sciences and hu-

manities and the challenge of comparative sociology. European Journal of Social Theory 20(2): 

292-306. URL https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1368431016646112 Sage 

 

5.2 Software 

№ 

п/п 

Name 

 

Access conditions 

  

 1. 

 MicrosoftWindows 7 Professional RUS 

MicrosoftWindows 10 

MicrosoftWindows 8.1 Professional RUS 

From the university’s internal network (contract) 

2. Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2010 From the university’s internal network (contract) 

 

5.3. Professional databases and reference systems. Internet resources (electronic educa-

tional resources) 

№ Name Access conditions 

 Professional databases and reference systems 

1. Consultant Plus From the university’s internal network 

(contract) 
2. URAIT Electronic library system  URL: https://biblio-online.ru/ 

 Internet resources (electronic educational resources) 

1. Open Education  

 

URL: https://openedu.ru/ 

 
 

http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/0199247757.001.0001/acprof-9780199247752
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/0199247757.001.0001/acprof-9780199247752
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3421026
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3421026
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=358875
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2580241?seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1368431016646112


5 

 

5.4 Material and technical support 

Classrooms for lectures on the discipline provide for the use and demonstration of thematic illus-

trations corresponding to the program of the discipline, consisting of: 

 PC with Internet access (operating system, office software, antivirus software); 

 multimedia projector with remote control. 
 


