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Syllabus 

1. Course Description 

a. Title of a Course: Intellectual Property Law and Policy 

b. Pre-requisites: English (Upper Intermediate) 

c. Credits: 2 

d. Abstract:  

Can you really get a patent on a rectangular cell phone shape? Do artists and 

musicians need over a century of copyright protection for their works? Can you 

trademark red shoe soles? These are some of the questions that U.S. Congress and 

the courts have addressed in recent years — and in this IP course, we will, too. 

Touching on most areas of commercial and artistic activity, intellectual property 

(IP) law is an essential component of modern society.  

In this course, Part 1 of a two-part series, learners will be introduced to a broad 

overview of the intellectual property laws, the theory underpinning this area of 

law, and an individual look at patent law. Part 2 will explore copyright, and 

trademark law, and consider alternatives to IP and the future of this exciting area of 

the law. 

The focus of this two-part series is on learning some of the seminal legal cases in 

each area, while also considering the policy implications of the law as it stands. 

What you'll learn: 

- overview and theory of intellectual property law 

- how patent law works 

- some policy implications of intellectual property 

- an overview of and the theories underlying copyright and trademark laws 

- how each of these laws work in practice 

- the policy implications and alternatives to copyright and trademark laws (as 

well as IP law more generally) 

 

2. Online platform: edX 

3. Course link:  

Part 1: https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-1-

pennx-iplaw1x-0 

https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-1-pennx-iplaw1x-0
https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-1-pennx-iplaw1x-0
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Part 2: https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-2-

pennx-iplaw2x-0  

4. Language of instruction: English 

5. Course Plan: 

Part 1 

Topic 1.1. A survey of intellectual property law and policy, including 

patents, copyright, and trademarks. 

  

Topic 1.2. The theories of intellectual property right and the central debates 

about IP. 

  

Topic 1.3. What is a patent? 

An introduction to patents, and the disclosure requirements. 

  

Topic 1.4. What makes a valid patent? 

The novelty and nonobviousness requirements. 

  

Topic 1.5. What do you get with a Patent? 

Understanding the scope of patents and the way they are enforced. 

  

Topic 1.6. Exploring tradeoffs 

The patentable subject matter requirement and patent policy questions. 

 

Part 2 

Topic 2.1. A User’s Guide to Copyright 

Subject matter and limits on copyrightability; the standards for copyright, 

the idea-expression and functionality limitations. 

  

Topic 2.2. The Scope of Copyright 

How Copyright infringement works — both direct and indirect infringement. 

  

Topic 2.3. Limits on Copyright Law 

The fair use doctrine and other limits on the rights of copyright owners. 

  

Topic 2.4. User’s Guide to Trademarks 

An introduction to trademarks, trademark subject matter, and the 

functionality limitation. 

 

Topic 2.5. The Scope of Trademarks 

Trademark infringement and dilution. 

  

Topic 2.6. Limits on Trademarks and Policy 

Trademark fair use and how trademark works in cyberspace. 

https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-2-pennx-iplaw2x-0
https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-2-pennx-iplaw2x-0
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Topic 2.7. IP Reform 

Future possibilities for reform and and alternative systems. 

 

6. Reading List 

a. Required:  

https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-1-

pennx-iplaw1x-0 

https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-2-

pennx-iplaw2x-0  

 

7. Forms of Control: 

a. Current control: grades for accomplishment of online-course 

(Part 1 and Part 2) proportionally transformed to 10-graded 

system (80% Final grade) 

b. Intermediate control: interview with the instructor (20% Final 

Grade) 

Students are also expected in an oral examination to deliver answers in 

which the following qualities will be assessed: 

 audibility and clarity, pitch, proper articulation; 

 fluency, appropriate forms of language including addressing the examiner, 

clarity of expression; 

 appropriate content (proper coverage of legal issues, relevance of law in 

their responses, emphasis, anticipating or responding to other side; at least 

certain justification of the argument which has been supported). 

8. Grading System: Fin. = Curr.*0,8 + Interm.*0,2 

9. Methods of Instruction:  

 use of online educational technologies  

 use of accumulative system of control. 

10. Special Equipment and Software Support (if required):  

a. Microsoft Windows 7 Professional RUS 

b. Microsoft Windows 10 

https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-1-pennx-iplaw1x-0
https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-1-pennx-iplaw1x-0
https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-2-pennx-iplaw2x-0
https://www.edx.org/course/intellectual-property-law-policy-part-2-pennx-iplaw2x-0

