
 

 

Syllabus 

1. Course Description 

a. Title of a Course: “American Studies”  

Pre-requisites: In order to complete this course, the students will need to work through each unit 

and all of its assigned materials.  Each student is required to have ready access throughout the 

module to computer and Internet. Students should be able to use:  

 Windows operating system  

 PowerPointTM,  

 Microsoft Word,  

 A Web browser and conduct research through library databases. 

They also need to have a minimum grade of C in English. 

b. Course Type: elective  

Abstract: This course is dedicated to theories and practices of communicating across cultures as 

an increased awareness of asymmetrical power relationships and their historical contexts can 

lead to improved communication between people from differently situated cultural identities.  

 Through lectures, practices, written assignments, class discussion, and engaged methodology, 

students will explore some of the theoretical issues that will provide them with basic knowledge 

on ICC. 

 

2. Learning Objectives:  

 to give the students a grounding of basic intercultural communication (ICC) theories, 

methodology and scientific approaches on ICC; 

 to teach the students to analize ICC phenomena and find successful solution of the 

problems; 

 to train the students for skill based intercultural communication.  

 

3. Learning Outcomes: After completing this course successfully, students should be able to:  

 identify the major perspectives in the field of intercultural communication. 

 use multidisciplinary theoretical perspectives to analyze media texts in their cultural 

context; 

 debate the ethical issues of intercultural communication in practice; 

 critically assess institutional and individual intercultural communication practices. 

 

4. Course Plan: 

Section 1. The geographical position of the USA, its climate, the major rivers, lakes, 

mountain ranges; general information about the country and its people (melting pot vs pizza). 

Section 2. Exploration and Colonization of North America. 

Section 3. The War of Independence. 

Section 4. The Civil War. The period of Reconstruction. The USA at the end of the 19th 

century. 

Section 5. The USA in the 1st half of the 20th century. 

Section 6. The USA in the 2nd half of the 20th century and at the beginning of the 21st. 

Section 7. Governmental system of the USA. The US Constitution. 

Section 8. Presidential election in the USA. Presidential race of 2016. 

Section 9. Regional division of the USA. 

 

 



 

 

5. Reading List 

a. Required: 

1. Bryn O’Callaghan.  An Illustrated History of the USA. – Longman, 2005. 

2. Eckhard Fiedler, Reimer Jansen, Mil Norman-Risch. America in Close-Up. – Longman, 

2005. 

3. Randee Falk.  Spotlight on the USA. – Oxford University Press, 2002. 

4. G.D. Tomakhin. Dictionary of USA. – Moscow, Russky Yazyk Publishers, 2001 

 

b. Optional: 

1. Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine. The American Age of Reason. – 

Moscow, Progress Publishers, 1977. 

2. Charles W. Seifert. A Teacher’s Guide and Glossary to the US Constitution. 1787-1987. 

– Washington. D.C. 

3. Dennis W. Brandt. Pathway to hell. A tragedy of the American Civil War. – University 

of Nebraska Press, 2010. 
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5. Stephen Fry. Stephen Fry in America. – HarperCollinsPublishers, 2009. 

. Виссон Линн. Русские проблемы в английской речи. Слова и фразы в      контексте 

двух культур. Пер.с англ. – М.: Р.Валент, 2003. – 192 стр. 

. Иващенко, И.А. Учебник разговорного американского языка. США: Work and Travel 

in the USA. – М.: АСТ: Восток – Запад, 2007. 

 Ильф И. А., Петров Е. П. Одноэтажная Америка.  

. Мурашова Н.В. США: от Колумба до наших дней. –   М.:Издательство «Менеджер», 

2002. – 208с. 

. Самохина Т.С. Эффективное деловое общение в контекстах разных          культур и 

обстоятельств. – М.:Издательство "Р.Валент", 2012. – 216с. 

. Самохина Т.С. Они и мы: Америка, Англия, Россия. – М.: Издательство «Прометей» 

МПГУ, 2012. – 184с. 

. Томахин Г.Д. Америка через американизмы. –М.: Высш.школа, 1982. –256с. 

 

c. Internet links: 
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3. www.nytimes.com (the New York Times); 

4. www.usatoday.com ( USA TODAY); 

5. www.wsj.com (The Wall Street Journal ). 

 

d. Documentary film: 

 

Документальный 16ти серийный фильм «Одноэтажная America. По следам Ильфа и 

Петрова… 75 лет спустя». Режиссёр-постановщик – В. Спирин. Автор – В. Познер. 

© 2008 ООО «AC». © 2008 ОАО «ПЕРВЫЙ КАНАЛ». 

 

6. Grading System  

 

A (“excellent mark” (8-10 points)) Exceeds course requirements. Exceptionally well-prepared 

and executed completion of assigned work, indicating significant effort, individualized creative 

http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.wsj.com/


 

 

style, and demonstrating a thorough grasp and mastery of the related material. For written 

assignments: writing is insightful and error-free; message is communicated clearly and directly. 

B (“good mark” (6-7 points)) Meets, and at times, exceeds course requirements. Student 

demonstrates fundamental mastery of the material. Work is creative, well-prepared, and 

demonstrates considerable effort. Is distinctly superior to an average or “C” effort. For written 

assignments: writing is generally effective with respect to clarity, directness, and conciseness; 

some uneven or awkward passages are apparent, as are a few errors in grammar or punctuation. 

C (“satisfactory mark” (4-5 points)) Meets course requirements. Satisfactory completion of 

assigned work at a level of effort and competency normally expected of the majority of students 

(i.e., basic completion, average performance, reasonable effort and preparedness). Student 

demonstrates minimum mastery of the material. This is average work that fails to stand out in 

any way. For written assignments: writing is reasonably clear, concise, and direct; uneven or 

awkward passages are apparent, as are multiple errors in grammar or punctuation. 

D-F (“unsatisfactory mark” (1-3 points)) Basic course requirements are only partially met. 

Student does not demonstrate minimum mastery of the material. Receiving this grade indicates 

the unsatisfactory completion of assigned work, either through misperceived objectives or the 

failure to grasp key concepts. Work is below the minimum level of acceptance. For 

written assignments: Writing lacks style, content, and format associated with a college-educated 

individual. 

 

7. Guidelines for Knowledge Assessment 

The expected from students level of knowledge and competence should be assessed according to 

the description given in the section “Grading System”. The credits should be counted during the 

whole module which should result in equidistributed estimate of students’ knowledge and 

competence. 

 

8. Methods of Instruction 

Instructional strategies, or teaching methods, depend on a number of factors such as the 

developmental level of students, goals, intent and objectives of the teacher, content, and 

environment including time, physical setting and resources. 

In the most general terms, there are four or five different models of instructional strategies or 

teaching methods.  

• Didactic-Direct teaching; Verbal and typically in the form of a lecture or presentation.  

• Modeling-Direct teaching; Visual and typically in the form of demonstration and practice.  

• Managerial-Indirect or Interactive teaching; Facilitation, individualization and group 

management.  

• Dialogic-Indirect Interactive teaching; Socratic Technique of dialogue, questions and thought 

provocations.  

In the Direct Instruction models, the teacher imparts knowledge or demonstrates a skill. In the 

Indirect Instruction models, the teacher sets up strategies, but does not teach directly; the 

students make meaning for themselves. In the Interactive Instruction models, the students 

interact with each other and with the information and materials; the teacher is organizer and 

facilitator. Experiential Learning models mean that the students experience and feel; they are 

actively involved. In Independent Study models, the students interact with the content more or 

less exclusive of external control of the teacher. Some theorists prefer to reduce these to three 

general methods: Transmissive, transactive and transformative teaching. Transmissive teaching, 

or direct instruction, means that the teacher delivers status quo content via some method such as 

lecturing or demonstrating. Transactive teaching, or indirect instruction, means that the teacher 

and students arrive at status quo content to be learned though transactions and dialogue  

. Transformative teaching, or a combination of direct and indirect instruction, means that the 

teacher and students reject status quo content and focus on a transformation of themselves or 



 

 

their world. (adopted from «Instructional Methods and Learning Styles»: 

http://people.uwplatt.edu/~steck/Petrina%20Text/Chapter%204.pdf) 

 

9. Special Equipment and Software Support (if required): 

Computer (notebook), Internet, Computer Software. 

 

 

 


