
Syllabus 
1. Course Description 

a. Title of a Course: “English as a Medium of Instruction for Academics”  

b. Pre-requisites 

In order to complete the following course, the students will need to work through 

each unit and all of its assigned materials.  Each student is required to have ready 

access to a computer and the Internet throughout the duration of the course. 

Students should be able to use Windows OS and a Web browser, and conduct 

research through library databases. Additionally, students are required to be at least 

Intermediate users of English.  

c. Course Type: elective 

d. Abstract 

English is the world’s most used language; it’s lingua franca in business, technology, 

travel and in education. The course will explore important issues that need to be 

addressed when teaching a subject to an international audience through the use of 

English. Students will get advice from researchers and practitioners on useful 

language and practices. This course will help the students to successfully 

communicate in English to an international audience. During the source students 

will learn how they can build on the skills and knowledge they already have in 

teaching and research so that they can feel confident knowing how to demonstrate 

those skills to your students in an international English-speaking environment.  

2. Learning Objectives  

This course aims at: 

- teaching the students about current EMI practice; 

- increasing their confidence in using English in a multicultural education context;  

- helping the students grow their intercultural skills.  

3. Learning Outcomes  

By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

- explore aspects of research and practice in contemporary EMI across the world; 

- compare the different contexts of use for EMI and reflect upon how this understanding fits 

with their own teaching context; 

- explore the role of the voice in effective intercultural communication; 

- investigate how to promote successful communication in educational interactions; 

- develop confidence in using English as a medium of instruction; 

- identify challenges in facilitating effective intercultural communication in a variety of 

contexts (lectures, seminars, writing etc) and explore how these may be addressed; 



- identify appropriate language to facilitate effective communication in English and discuss 

the role of language in intercultural communication. 

4. Course Plan 

Unit 1. What is EMI? 

 Different contexts of EMI use and different interpretations/meanings of the term 

including internationalisation ‘at home’.  

 Latest research findings and discussions about how ELF research has influenced EMI. 

Unit 2. The role of language in effective intercultural communication 

 Useful language for presenting ideas in English (e.g. signposting language).  

 The use of the voice in effective intercultural communication, e.g. clarity, speed of 

delivery, intonation etc.  

 How far is accuracy in language important? 

Unit 3. Managing a multicultural classroom 

 Issues and challenges in lecturing for a multilingual and multicultural audience.  

 Facilitating and managing effective communication in small groups or seminars 

Unit 4. Managing cultural differences 

 Recognising cultural differences in the international classroom and avoiding 

stereotypes.  

 Practical tips for addressing intercultural challenges 
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6. Grading System  

The grade is assigned based on the percentage of the students’ completion of the course:  

10 – 100-96% 

9 – 95-91% 

8 – 90-86% 

7 – 85-80% 

6 – 79-70% 

5 – 69-65% 

4 – 64-60% 

3 – 59-55% 

2 – 54-55% 

1 – 49-0% 

7. Guidelines for Knowledge Assessment 

In addition to completing all reading and watching sections presented in the course, 

students are required to present proof of passing progress tests that check their 

understanding of the material.  

8. Methods of Instruction 

The course is delivered primarily through lectures with elements of interactive teaching 

such as discussion. 

9. Special Equipment and Software Support (if required) 

Computers with OS Microsoft Windows 10 or Microsoft Windows 8.1 Professional RUS or 

Microsoft Windows 7 Professional RUS or Microsoft Windows XP. 

Web browser Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox. 



 
 


