
Elective Course “Internet History, Technology, and Security” 

 Abstract: The impact of technology and networks on our lives, culture, and society 

continues to increase. The very fact that you can take this course from anywhere in the world 

requires a technological infrastructure that was designed, engineered, and built over the past sixty 

years. To function in an information-centric world, we need to understand the workings of network 

technology.  

Learning Objectives:  This course will open up the Internet and show you how it was created, 

who created it and how it works. Along the way we will meet many of the innovators who 

developed the Internet and Web technologies that we use today. 

Learning Outcomes:  After this course you will not take the Internet and Web for granted. You 

will be better informed about important technological issues currently facing society. You will 

realize that the Internet and Web are spaces for innovation and you will get a better understanding 

of how you might fit into that innovation. If you get excited about the material in this course, it is a 

great lead-in to taking a course in Web design, Web development, programming, or even network 

administration. At a minimum, you will be a much wiser network citizen. 

Plan:  

a. Getting Started 

b. History: Dawn of Electronic Computing 

c. History: The First Internet - NSFNet 

d. History: The Web Makes it Easy to Use 

e. The History: Commercialization and Growth 

f. Technology: Internets and Packets  

g. Technology: Transport Control Protocol (TCP) 

h. Technology: Application Protocols 

i. Security: Encrypting and Signing 

j. Security: Web Security 

k. Final Exam 

Reading List: Poe M.T. (2011) A history of communications: media and society from the evolution 

of speech to the Internet. Cambridge [etc.]: Cambridge University Press. 

Goriunova O. (2013) Art platforms and cultural production on the internet. New York; London: 

Routledge.  

Grading System:  80% Cumulative Grade +20% Exam 

Methods of Instruction: Video lectures 

 


