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I. Aim, Results of Mastering the Discipline and Prerequisites 

 

The course will examine the ways in which rights, language, and public space have been linked 

together in ideas about democracy. What is 'freedom of speech', what is the “freedom of 

assembly?»  Is there a right to say anything? Is there the right to speak publicly and what is the 

role of peaceful demonstration and non-violent process in the regime transformation? We will 

investigate who has had these rights, where it has come from, and what it has had to do with 

current crises of democracy.  

 

Is an encounter with the fact of language, which belongs to no one and can be appropriated by 

anyone, at the heart of democracy? The crucial role of public activity, “street politics” as well as 

representation. 

 

In asking about the status of the speaking (and doing something publicly) human subject, we will 

ask about the ways in which the subject of rights, and indeed the thought of human rights itself, 

derives from a political and legal experience. These questions will be examined, if not answered, 

across a variety of political and legal cases. 

 

By the end of the course, the students are expected to: 

 

Know the major concepts of public policy: 

 freedom of speech; 

 freedom of assembly. 

 

Be able to: 

 To recognize the main controversy between these rights and other types of rights and 

freedoms;  

 To apply standards of freedom of speech and assembly and implement it into the various 

situations; 

 To distinguish between infringements of law and human rights violations; 

 

Acquire the skills for: 

 analysis of the everyday cases and practices related to the subject of the course; 

 participation in policy-making related to the subject of the course. 
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Students should also be able to write joint papers with students and professors from partnering 

universities and blogs on contemporary, relevant human rights issues, to present and defend their 

opinions clearly and cogently. 

 

This course is crucial for mastering the degree program on the whole and some of its courses in 

particular, including: 

 Global Actors in Public Policy 

 International Relations & Governance in Global Security 

 National and International Mechanisms of Human Rights Protection 

 Human Rights in the non-Westerm Countries, etc. 

 

It is also crucial for the students’ research papers and master’s dissertation, especially for those 

studying human rights. 

 

II. Content of the Course 

 

SESSION ONE: Introduction. What is “Freedom of speech” (game “Democracy 2.0» in 

class). Rationality for freedom of speech.  

Human rights and freedom of speech. Institution, values and practices. Rationality of the free-

dom of speech. Freedom of speech as a political right.  Marketplace of ideas. 

Homework - Written essay Milton Areopagitica  

 

SESSION TWO: . Freedom of speech in history. Two traditions of freedom of speech. 

Freedom of speech limitation.  

Bill of Rights and the First Amendment. Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen. Relationship 

between politics of two revolutions (USA and France) and two different approach to freedom of 

speech.   

 

SESSION THREE: Hate speech in XX century and principles of hate speech limitation.  

Social role of hate speech. Hate speech and Holocaust. Nurnberg process on hate speech. 

Denazification of Germany and freedom of speech controversy. Hate speech as political tool of 

discrimination and oppression. Hate speech controversy. USA and European standards of free-

dom of speech.  

 

SESSION FOUR: Freedom of expression VS Minority Rights  

Case #1 Danish cartoon controversy. Case #2 Homophobia in post-Soviet countries. 

Movie screen: “Bloody Cartoon” 

 

SESSION FIVE: Freedom of speech and religion. Freedom of speech and counter-

extremism. Case #3 Pussy Riot case  

Religious minority and protection of “religious feelings”. Satanic Verses. Position of European 

Court of Human Rights. Freedom of speech and counter-extremism in Russia.  

Case #3 Pussy Riot case. 

 

SESSION SIX: Academic rights and free speech on campus controversy  

Academic rights and freedoms. Basic concept and controversy of “hate speech on campus”. 

Freedom of speech on and out of the campus.  

Case # 4 Day of absence controversy 
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SESSION SEVEN: What is freedom of peaceful assembly?   

This topic will provide an overview of the course and introduce some of the key themes and 

problems associated with freedom of assembly. A particular focus is placed on the right to free-

dom of assembly as claimed by activists and how it is inscribed in law and regulated by state in-

stitutions. The freedom of assembly will be introduced in dialogue with similar concepts such as 

freedom of association 

 

SESSION EIGHT Freedom of assembly and its limitation. Case #5 Skokie case controversy 

Case #6 “Foreign agents” law in Russia. 

Limitation of freedom of assembly and association with the connection to freedom of speech. 

Standards of freedom of assembly and association.  

 

SESSION NINE : Right to protest and NVR 

Principles of political participation. Active citizenship and political protest. Brief history of civil 

rights movement. Concept of NVR. Current challenges and issues.  

SESSION TEN : Freedom of assembly as a social right. Freedom of association and assem-bly 

of labor workers. 

 

 

III. Grading 

 

The final grade is composed of a cumulative grade and the exam. The cumulative and final 

grades are composed according to the following: 
 

• Two written answers – 30 % , (15 % each)  

• Class attendance and active participation – 20 %, (each disruptions of school 

attendance – 2 % off the grade)  

• Oral presentation – 15 % 

• Final exam 35 % 

 

Current and final forms of control are graded on a 10- point scale with rounding up of the final 

grade. Only the final grade goes into the Master Degree certificate. 

 

 

IV. Grading Tools 

 

Examination 

Exam 1: You will be required to answer 10 questions distributed during the exam. The 

assessment criteria: knowledge of factual material, reference to adequate theoretical background, 

analytical approach and coherent written communication.  

 

 

Written papers, including exam, criteria: 

1) Logical coherence 

-Organize your thoughts and information in a clear order. 

-State your observations and conclusions clearly. 

-Use evidence to support your conclusions. 

2) Engagement with course issues and concepts 

-In every paper, make use of concepts/methods of analysis discussed in class. 

-Be sure to incorporate at least three course readings/lectures into any research paper you 

write. 
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- Shorter critical essays must incorporate the key concepts from at least one course 

reading/lecture. 

3) Quality of your particular analysis  

-Try to make your paper interesting and unique. 

-Try to go beyond simply re-stating someone else's argument. 

-Always make sure that your paper ends with a clear and interesting conclusion. 

 

Mark Scheme for Homework 

 

PowerPoint Presentations 

 

 Beginning Satisfactory Excellent Score 

PowerPoint Presentation 

Slides 
15 points 

There are 1 – 3 slides. 

30 point 

There are 4 –7 

slides. 

50 points 

There are 8 - 10 slides. 
50 

Bullet 

points 

2 points 

0 – 3 slides have 

building bullets. May 

have spelling / 

grammatical errors. 

Content may not be 

logically organized. 

5 points 

Most slides have 

bullets that build. 

May have few 

spelling and/or 

grammatical errors. 

Content is logically 

organized. 

10 points 

All of the bullets on 

each slide build. No 

spelling or grammatical 

errors. Content is 

logically organized. 

10 

Graphics 

or Video 

0 points 

There are no graphics 

or video. 

10 points 

There is only one 

graphic. 

20 points 

There are at least two 

graphics or one graphic 

and a video. 

20 

Fonts 
0 points 

There are no words 

5 points 

Font is too hard to 

read or is not suited 

with slide or 

background colors. 

10 points 

Font is colorful and 

appropriate. 

10 

Resources 

and 

External 

link 

0 points 

No resources or 

external links were 

listed. 

5 points 

Not all resources or 

external links were 

listed. External links 

worked. 

10 points 

All resources and 

external links were 

listed. External links 

worked. 

0 

Total Score 100 

 

Oral presentations 

 

Criteria Below expected level At expected level Above expected level 

Introduction of 

topic 

Topic introduced. Topic introduced 

clearly, and purpose of 

talk was made clear. 

Topic introduced clearly 

and in an interesting 

way. Purpose of talk 

was made clear. Outline 
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of points was given. 

Development of 

topic 

Some understanding of 

topic shown. Some 

links and connections 

made between ideas. 

Points are usually 

developed with 

minimum detail. 

Information is usually 

relevant. 

Good understanding of 

topic shown. Links and 

connections between 

ideas made clear. 

Information was 

relevant and expressed 

in own words. Points 

were developed with 

sufficient and 

appropriate details. 

A very good 

understanding of the 

topic shown. Links and 

connections between 

ideas made clear. 

Information was 

relevant and well 

expressed in own words. 

Points were well 

organized and 

developed with 

sufficient and 

appropriate details. 

Ability to 

engage and 

involve 

audience 

Some eye contact was 

made. 

Techniques used to 

engage audience were 

minimal, or mainly 

ineffective. 

An interesting approach 

taken to topic. Speaker 

used techniques such as 

visual aids and props, 

anecdote, surprising 

facts, direct audience 

participation. 

Speaker monitored 

audience and adapts 

presentation 

accordingly. An 

interesting or original 

approach taken to the 

topic. Speaker used 

techniques such as 

visual aids and props, 

anecdote, humor, 

surprising facts, direct 

audience participation. 

Suitability of 

presentation for 

purpose and 

audience 

Attempts were made to 

tailor the presentation 

content to the intended 

purpose of informing, 

interesting or 

persuading. 

The presentation content 

and structure was 

tailored to the audience 

and to the intended 

purpose of informing, 

interesting or 

persuading. 

The presentation 

content, structure and 

delivery were closely 

tailored to the audience 

and to the intended 

purpose of informing, 

interesting or 

persuading. 

Voice: clarity, 

pace, fluency 

Presenter occasionally 

spoke clearly and at a 

good pace. 

Presenter usually spoke 

clearly to ensure 

audience 

comprehension. 

Delivery was usually 

fluent. 

Presenter spoke clearly 

and at a good pace to 

ensure audience 

comprehension. 

Delivery was fluent and 

expressive. 

Vocabulary, 

sentence 

structure, 

grammar 

The vocabulary of the 

presentation was 

mainly appropriate for 

the topic. The 

presentation content 

was occasionally 

grammatically correct. 

The vocabulary of the 

presentation was 

appropriate for the 

topic. Sentence 

structures were usually 

correct. The 

presentation content was 

usually grammatically 

correct. 

The vocabulary of the 

presentation was 

appropriate for the 

topic. A variety of 

phrases and sentence 

structures were used. 

The presentation content 

was grammatically 

correct. 
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Pronunciation 

Pronunciation 

occasionally correct, 

but often hesitant and 

inaccurate. 

Pronunciation and 

intonation is usually 

correct. 

Pronunciation and 

intonation is correct and 

confident. 

Cultural 

conventions for 

oral 

presentation 

Greetings and general 

presentation are not 

culturally 

inappropriate. 

Greetings are culturally 

appropriate. Questions 

are answered 

appropriately. 

Greetings are culturally 

appropriate. Gestures, 

stance and eye contact 

are appropriate. 

Questions are answered 

appropriately. 

Use of visual 

aids 

No visual aids were 

used; OR Visual aids 

were occasionally 

appropriate and related 

to the spoken message. 

Visual aids supported 

the presentation 

effectively. They 

clarified and reinforced 

the spoken message. 

Visual aids were 

carefully prepared and 

supported the 

presentation effectively. 

They clarified and 

reinforced the spoken 

message. The aids 

added impact and 

interest to the 

presentation. 

Conclusion of 

topic 

An attempt was made 

to conclude the 

presentation. 

The presentation was 

summed up clearly. 

The presentation was 

summed up clearly and 

effectively, with key 

points emphasized. 

Answering 

questions from 

audience 

Not all questions could 

be answered. Questions 

answered with 

difficulty, and little 

knowledge of the topic 

was demonstrated. 

Most questions 

answered. 

Answers showed good 

knowledge and 

understanding of the 

topic. Language was 

mainly correct. 

Questions answered 

with little difficulty. 

Very good knowledge 

of the topic was 

demonstrated. Language 

was correct and fluent. 

 

Content – Structure / Ideas 

               

Introduction  Comments 

Introduced the topic clearly Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Outlined the main areas to be 

covered 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Created interest in the topic Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Body of presentation 

Main idea /thesis was 

communicated clearly 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Supporting ideas were 

communicated clearly 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Backed up ideas with examples Yes To No  
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where necessary some 

extent 

Ideas well linked / sequenced. 

Sign posted sections of talk well. 

(eg. First, Next, etc.) 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Visual aids 

Clear / well prepared Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Added to presentation, relevant Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Well managed Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Conclusion 

Strong concise summary Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Thought provoking  Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Ideas drawn together Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Language 

Used language appropriate to 

discipline 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Used appropriate level of 

formality for audience / situation 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Explained specialist vocabulary 

where necessary 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Delivery 

Spoke at appropriate volume Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Spoke at appropriate speed 

(didn’t rush, used pauses well) 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Spoke fluently (not too many 

hesitations, appropriate word and 

sentence stress) 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Used lively / appropriate 

intonation 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Sounded confident Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  
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Body language 

Stood or sat appropriately Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Used appropriate facial 

expressions 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Used appropriate hand gestures Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Made eye contact with all 

listeners 

Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Question time 

Questions warmly invited Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Questions well answered Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Question time well managed Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

Other  

Notes and visuals well managed. Yes To 

some 

extent 

No  

 

Overall effectiveness of presentation 

 

RESULT GRADE DESCRIPTION 

P
A

S
S

 

10 Extraordinary 

9 Excellent 

8 Very good 

7 Good 

6 Good enough 

5 Satisfactory 

4 Weak 

F
A

IL
 

3 Bad 

2 Very bad 

1 
Extraordinary 

bad 

 

 

V. Sources 

 

5.1. Main Literature   

1. Awesta, Ambrogino G.. Freedom of Expression in a Pluralistic World Order, Eleven 

International Publishing, 2015. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=2051514. 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=2051514
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2. Inazu, John D.. Liberty's Refuge, Yale University Press, 2012. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3421175.  

3. Benedek, Wolfgang. Freedom Of Expression And The Internet (2014), Council of 

Europe, 2013. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-

ebooks/detail.action?docID=3138760. 

4. Free Speech and Censorship Around the Globe, edited by Peter Molnar, Central 

European University Press, 2014. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=4443146. 

 

5.2. Additional Literature 

1.  Powers, Elizabeth. Freedom of Speech : The History of an Idea, Bucknell University 

Press, 2011. ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-

ebooks/detail.action?docID=787893. 

2. Freedom of Speech under Attack, edited by Afshin Ellian, and Gelijn Molier, Eleven 

International Publishing, 2015. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=2058507. 

3. The Content and Context of Hate Speech : Rethinking Regulation and Responses, edited 

by Michael Herz, and Peter Molnar, Cambridge University Press, 2012. ProQuest Ebook 

Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-

ebooks/detail.action?docID=880678.  

4. Human Rights in the Global Information Society, edited by Rikke Frank Jørgensen, and 

Ernest J., III Wilson, MIT Press, 2006. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3338490.  

 

5.3. Software 

№ Name Access conditions 

  

 1. 

 MicrosoftWindows 7 Professional RUS 

MicrosoftWindows 10 

MicrosoftWindows 8.1 Professional RUS 

From the university’s internal network (contract) 

2. Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2010 From the university’s internal network (contract) 

 

5.4. Professional databases and reference systems. Internet resources (electronic 

educational resources) 

№ Name Access conditions 

 Professional databases and reference systems 

1. Consultant Plus From the university’s internal network 

(contract) 
2. URAIT Electronic library system  URL: https://biblio-online.ru/ 

 Internet resources (electronic educational resources) 

1. Open Education  

 

URL: https://openedu.ru/ 

 

5.5. Material and technical support 

Classrooms for lectures on the discipline provide for the use and demonstration of thematic 

illustrations corresponding to the program of the discipline, consisting of: 

 PC with Internet access (operating system, office software, antivirus software); 

 multimedia projector with remote control. 

 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3421175
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3138760
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3138760
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=4443146
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=787893
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=787893
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=2058507
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=880678
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=880678
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3338490

