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I. AIMS, LEARNING OUTCOMES И PREREQUISITES 

The aim of the course “Academic Writing in English” is three-fold: 1) to provide students 

with techniques that can help them to organize and structure their ideas in a coherent way (e.g. to 

follow the rule of one main idea per paragraph; ensure paragraphs are logically linked); 2) to do 

practical exercises that help to work with texts in English (e.g. write short summaries of 

paragraphs or larger parts of texts using paraphrases for a literature review); 3) to teach students 

the main vocabulary used in academic writing and the basics of academic oral presentations. 

At the end of the course students will  

know: 

- the main academic vocabulary used in research proposals for a bachelor 

thesis in English; 

- the main academic vocabulary needed to give a presentation of own 

research project in English  

- the techniques used to paraphrase original sources that allow to avoid 

plagiarism 

- the techniques used to summarise ideas from multiple sources.  

be able to: 

- write concise paragraphs that contain one main idea each; 

- logically link ideas within paragraphs and paragraphs within separate 

sections of a text; 



- write a 2500-word Project Proposal in English that contains the following: 

an abstract (200~250); an introduction: a description of the main objective and goals of 

their proposed research + an explanation of the academic contribution their work 

makes to the existing literature on a given topic (500 words); a literature review (1300 

words); research methods used (300 words); anticipated results (~250); conclusion 

(~150); 

- present own Project Proposal to an audience, using Power Point slides; 

- respond to questions after the presentation of own Project Proposal, using 

the appropriate academic vocabulary. 

possess: 

- writing skills: skills necessary for writing a research proposal in English; 

- presentation skills: skills necessary for presenting own Project Proposal in 

English. 

 

II. CONTENT OF THE COURSE 

Topic 1. Introduction to the course 

Techniques for writing clearly; techniques for writing cohesive sentences; techniques for 

avoiding repetition in sentences; use of a combination of short and long sentences. 

Topic 2. Constructing coherent paragraphs 

Techniques for building an ‘organic structure’ in academic writing; structuring 

paragraphs; identifying topic sentences. 

Topic 3. Paraphrasing and citing other people’s ideas 

Techniques for paraphrasing authors’ ideas; using direct quotes from sources; techniques 

for referencing authors’ work (in-text referencing using APA referencing style). 

Topic 4. Making notes and writing a summary from one source 

Techniques for making notes from multiple sources; techniques for turning one’s notes 

into concise summaries of sources 

Topic 5. Writing summaries from multiple sources  

Techniques for making notes; techniques for writing summaries from more than one 

source; identifying similar and different points across sources; deciding on ways information 

from sources can be synthesised. 

Topic 6. Organizing ideas in a Literature review.  



Selecting excerpts from relevant existing literature; organizing ideas within a literature 

review; the two main types of literature reviews (chronological and thematic); examples of 

“synthesis matrix” to organize the sources in a literature review; elements to be included in the 

matrix. 

Topic 7. Providing/presenting evidence.  

Techniques for presenting evidence; relevance of evidence; significance of evidence; 

function of evidence. 

Topic 8. Expressing your voice and argument.  

Ways to present own argument; vocabulary and techniques used to highlight one’s 

contribution and argument; indicating to the reader own awareness of counter-arguments. 

Topic 9. Individual consultations on Literature review. 

Topic 10. Discussion of and feedback on the submitted Literature reviews. 

Topic 11. Writing the Introduction to a Project proposal  

Providing context to own research; writing the Background part of the Introduction; 

justifying the relevance of the research question/problem. 

Topic 12. Writing up the Introduction (cont.).  

Writing the Problem statement part of the Introduction; specifying the questions the 

researcher aims to answer. 

Topic 13. Writing up the section on Methods: structure and contents. 

Specifying the methods to be used in own research; justifying the selection of these 

methods; specifying the sample; outlining potential problems with recruiting participants. 

Topic 14. Writing up the Anticipated findings/Hypotheses section. 

Ways to present anticipated findings/hypotheses; discussing own anticipated 

findings/hypotheses based on relevant theories/empirical research. 

Topic 15. Individual consultations 

Topic 16. Writing up the Conclusion.  

Strategies for writing the Conclusion; outlining necessary elements: i) summary of main 

body; ii) limitations of research; iii) practical implications and proposals; iv) suggestions for 

further research. 

Topic 17. Writing up the Abstract.  

Techniques for producing a concise summary of own Project Proposal; identifying 

weaknesses in the argument or its structure. 



Topic 18. Individual consultations. 

Topic 19. Preparing a presentation of own Project Proposal. 

Examination requirements for a presentation; vocabulary used in an academic 

presentation; making notes for own presentation; practicing presentation in front of the class. 

Topic 20. Preparing slides for a presentation. 

Examination requirements for slides; ways of presenting visual aids on slides; vocabulary 

used to describe graphs and tables. 

Topic 21. Rules of an academic discussion.  

Techniques for responding to questions after own presentation; ways of responding to 

‘inconvenient’ questions. 

Topic 22. In-class presentation of a peer-reviewed journal article OR own Project 

Proposal 

Practicing techniques for making notes, designing slides; practicing vocabulary used in 

academic presentations; practicing vocabulary to describe graphs and tables; practicing 

responses to questions. 

Topic 23. In-class presentation of a peer-reviewed journal article OR own Project 

Proposal  

Practicing techniques for making notes, designing slides; practicing vocabulary used in 

academic presentations; practicing vocabulary to describe graphs and tables; practicing 

responses to questions. 

Topic 24. Elements of academic writing (Part 1) 

Ways of outlining links between cause and effect in academic writing; devices used to 

examine a problem and evaluate possible solutions (e.g. in the literature review or in the 

anticipated findings/ discussion of findings). 

Topic 25. Elements of academic writing (Part 2)  

Vocabulary for describing trends over time; use of linking words; academic style vs. 

informal style.  

Topic 26. Individual consultations for writing up the Project proposal and giving 

presentations.  

 

III. FINAL GRADE DETERMINATION 



G cumulative = 0.2*G homework + 0.3*G lit review + 0.1*in-class presentation of an 

academic article + 0.4*G project proposal 

G final for the course= 0.7*G cumulative + 0.3*G oral defense 

 

IV. MARKING SCHEMES FOR ASSIGNMENTS 

1. Marking scheme for the Literature Review 

 

 3 2 1 0 

Format and 

general 

structure 

The text is 

divided into 

paragraphs in a 

logical manner: 

there are: intro, 

main body, 

conclusion; the 

content of all 

parts 

corresponds to 

their function. 

The text meets 

the word limit 

requirements. 

 

The text is 

divided into 

paragraphs, 

mainly in a 

logical manner: 

there are: intro, 

main body, 

conclusion; the 

content of the 

parts generally 

corresponds to 

their function. 

The text meets 

the word limit 

requirements. 

The text is divided 

into paragraphs but 

not always in a 

logical manner. Some 

paragraphs are also 

not properly linked to 

one another 

(thematically/logicall

y). The text might be 

slightly beyond or 

above the word limit. 

The text is not 

properly divided 

into paragraphs; 

or the division 

into paragraphs 

is not logical. 

Also, there might 

be little or no 

logical 

connection 

between 

paragraphs. The 

text is too long 

or too short. 

Selection of 

sources 

The Lit review 

is based on the 

analysis of the 

required 

number of 

sources in 

English (at least 

7) and some 

additional 

Russian sources. 

The Lit review 

is based on the 

analysis of the 

sufficient 

number of 

sources in 

English (no 

fewer than 5) 

and some 

additional 

The number of 

sources might meet 

the requirement (7 or 

more), but only 

several sources are in 

English (3-4) and 

most sources are in 

Russian. Most 

sources are academic. 

The Lit review is 

based on the 

analysis of the 

insufficient 

number of 

sources in 

English (fewer 

than 4) and 

several sources 

in Russian. OR: 



All sources are 

academic. 

 

Russian sources. 

Most sources 

are academic.  

 

the number of 

sources is 

sufficient but 

most or all of 

these sources are 

non-academic. 

Demonstrate

d analytical 

skills  

The ideas from 

the sources are 

selected 

according to a 

particular 

principle and are 

organised in a 

consistent 

manner 

throughout 

(e.g. a historical, 

thematic 

review). The 

review shows 

the student’s 

ability to 

critically 

evaluate the 

content of 

sources and to 

explain their 

relevance to own 

research 

question/objecti

ve (i.e. the Lit 

review is not 

simply a 

catalogue of 

The ideas from 

most sources are 

selected 

according to a 

particular 

principle, and 

are generally 

organised in a 

consistent 

manner (e.g. a 

historical, 

thematic 

review). The 

review shows 

the student’s 

ability to 

critically 

evaluate the 

content of most 

sources and, in 

most cases, to 

explain their 

relevance to own 

research 

question/objecti

ve (i.e. the Lit 

review is not a 

catalogue of 

The ideas from some 

sources are selected 

according to a 

particular principle, 

but are not always 

organised in a 

consistent manner 

(e.g. a historical, 

thematic review). The 

review shows the 

student’s ability to 

critically evaluate the 

content of most 

sources and, in some 

cases, to explain their 

relevance to own 

research 

question/objective. At 

times, the Lit review 

reads like a collection 

of summaries of 

selected sources.  

The ideas from 

few sources are 

selected 

according to a 

particular 

principle, but are 

rarely organised 

in a consistent 

manner (e.g. a 

historical, 

thematic review). 

The review 

shows the 

student’s ability 

to critically 

evaluate the 

content of some 

sources and, in 

few cases, to 

explain their 

relevance to own 

research 

question/objectiv

e. The Lit review 

generally reads 

like a collection 

of summaries of 

selected sources. 



short summaries 

of selected 

sources).  

 

short summaries 

of selected 

sources).  

Referencing  All in-text 

references and 

all the sources in 

the References 

section are cited 

according to the 

requirements 

[see the 

requirements 

below*]. The 

References 

section contains 

only the sources 

cited in the text. 

Most in-text 

references and 

most the sources 

in the 

References 

section are cited 

according to the 

requirements 

[see the 

requirements 

below*]. The 

References 

section contains 

only the sources 

cited in the text. 

Most in-text 

references are cited 

according to the 

requirements but 

there are significant 

inconsistencies in the 

References sections, 

or vice-versa. The 

References section 

contains sources not 

cited in the text. 

Most/all in-text 

references and 

most/all the 

sources in the 

References do 

not meet the 

citation 

requirements. 

The References 

section contains 

sources not cited 

in the text. 

Use of 

relevant 

vocabulary 

Appropriate 

use of academic 

vocabulary and 

professional 

(sociological) 

terminology; 

balanced use of 

long and short 

sentences typical 

of academic 

writing; few or 

no errors (in 

sentence 

structure or 

grammar) that 

Mostly 

appropriate use 

of academic 

vocabulary and 

professional 

(sociological) 

terminology; 

balanced use of 

long and short 

sentences, but 

some sentences 

are not properly 

structured; some 

grammatical 

errors, but 

There are some 

significant errors in 

the use of academic 

vocabulary and 

professional 

(sociological) 

terminology, but these 

errors might be 

restricted to only 

some parts of the text 

and do not 

significantly imped 

comprehension; 

balanced use of long 

and short sentences, 

There are many 

significant errors 

in the use of 

academic 

vocabulary and 

professional 

(sociological) 

terminology 

throughout; 

these errors 

significantly 

imped 

comprehension; 

an overuse of 

short or long 



imped 

comprehension. 

neither grammar 

nor sentence 

structure errors 

imped 

comprehension. 

 

but many sentences 

are not properly 

structured; many 

grammatical errors 

that at times imped 

comprehension. 

sentences most 

of which are not 

properly 

structured; many 

grammatical 

errors that 

significantly 

imped 

comprehension 

 

2. Marking scheme for the Project Proposal 

 3 2 1 0 

Achievement of 

the 

communication 

goal (content, 

form, style) 

The text fully 

satisfies the 

requirements for 

the Project 

Proposal. The 

following 

information is 

presented 

clearly: the 

relevance of the 

project; its aim 

and object of 

study; the 

process of data 

collection and 

analysis; results 

anticipated. 

Information is 

presented in 

accordance with 

an academic 

style. 

The text 

generally 

satisfies the 

requirements 

for the Project 

Proposal. The 

following 

information is 

presented 

generally in a 

clear manner: 

the relevance of 

the project; its 

aim and object 

of study; the 

process of data 

collection and 

analysis; results 

anticipated. 

Information is 

mainly 

presented in 

The text partially 

satisfies the 

requirements for 

the Project 

Proposal. The 

following 

information is not 

always presented 

in a clear manner: 

the relevance of 

the project; its 

aim and object of 

study; the process 

of data collection 

and analysis; 

results 

anticipated. 

There are 

multiple stylistic 

errors. 

The text does not 

satisfy the 

requirements for 

the Project 

Proposal. It is 

unclear: what the 

relevance of the 

project is; what its 

aim and object are; 

how data collection 

and analysis will be 

carried out; what its 

anticipated results 

are. 

Information is not 

presented in 

accordance with an 

academic style. 

 



accordance with 

an academic 

style. 

Text 

organization 

(logic and 

structure) 

The structure of 

the text fully 

satisfies the 

requirements. 

The student uses 

the language 

means that make 

the text concise 

and logically 

organized. 

There is a clear 

link between 

parts “aim-

methods-

results”. The 

text is logically 

divided into 

paragraphs. 

 

The structure of 

the text 

generally 

satisfies the 

requirements. 

The student 

mainly uses the 

language means 

that make the 

text concise and 

logically 

organized. 

There is a clear 

link between 

parts “aim-

methods-

results”, but 

with minor 

errors. The text 

is logically 

divided into 

paragraphs. 

 

The structure of 

the text partially 

satisfies the 

requirements, 

with several 

deviations from 

the required plan. 

There are several 

weaknesses in the 

student’s uses of 

language means 

that make the text 

concise and 

logically 

organized. There 

link between parts 

“aim-methods-

results” is not 

always clear. The 

text is not always 

logically divided 

into paragraphs. 

The structure of the 

text does not 

satisfy the 

requirements. 

The parts of the 

text are not 

logically connected 

and there are 

multiple errors in 

the use of means 

that allows a 

logical connection 

of ideas. The 

division of text into 

paragraphs is not 

logical.  

 

Language use 

(vocabulary, 

grammar, 

spelling and 

punctuation) 

The use of 

academic 

vocabulary fully 

satisfies the 

requirements 

and is in line 

with the aim of 

the study. There 

The use of 

academic 

vocabulary 

generally 

satisfies the 

requirements; 

the students 

demonstrates a 

The use of 

academic 

vocabulary does 

not allow the 

student to fully 

fulfill the set goal; 

there are multiple 

errors in the use 

There are multiple 

vocabulary, 

grammar and 

punctuation errors 

that imped 

understanding.  

There are many 

errors in the use of 



are no spelling 

and punctuation 

errors. 

There are only 

minor 

typographical 

errors that do 

not undermine 

the logic of the 

text’s 

presentation. 

Terms are used 

correctly. 

high level of the 

use of academic 

vocabulary.  

There are only 

minor spelling 

and punctuation 

errors. 

There are only 

few 

typographical 

errors that do 

not undermine 

the logic of the 

text’s 

presentation. 

Professional 

terms are 

generally used 

correctly, but 

there might be 

few cases of the 

incorrect use of 

such terms. 

of vocabulary, 

grammar, and 

professional 

terminology. 

Spelling and 

punctuation errors 

imped 

understanding. 

professional 

vocabulary.  

 

Text 

presentation 

The presentation 

of the text fully 

satisfies the 

requirements.  

 

The 

presentation of 

the text mainly 

satisfies the 

requirements.  

 

There are 

multiple (max 3) 

deviations from 

the requirements 

in terms of text 

presentation of 

the Project 

Proposal in 

English.  

There are multiple 

(more than 3) 

deviations from the 

requirements in 

terms of text 

presentation of the 

Project Proposal in 

English. 

 



1. The marking schemes (in Russian) for the oral Presentation and Response to 

questions are available on the course page on LMS in the file titled “ПРАВИЛА 

подготовки, оценивания, защиты и публикации курсовых и выпускных 

квалификационных работ для программы бакалавриата «Социология» ”. 

 

V. RESOURCES 

5.1 Main readings 

1. Bailey, S. (2003) Academic Writing: A Handbook for International 

Students. Routledge Falmer, London and New York. 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-

ebooks/detail.action?docID=1811067&query=academic+writing  

2. Murray, R., and Moore, S. (2006). Handbook of Academic Writing: A 

Fresh Approach, McGraw-Hill Education. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=316307  

3. Strongman, L (2013). Academic Writing. Cambridge Scholars Publishing. 

ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-

ebooks/detail.action?docID=1753150  

4. Sword, H (2012). Stylish Academic Writing. Harvard University Press. 

ProQuest Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-

ebooks/detail.action?docID=3301112  

5. Ventola, E., Mauranen, A., and Benjamins, J. (Eds.) (1996). Academic 

Writing: Intercultural and textual issues. Publishing Company. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=680373  

5.2  Additional readings 

1. Cumming, A. (Ed.). (2006). Goals for academic writing: esl students and 

their instructors. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=622616  

2. Hinkel, E. (2003). Teaching academic esl writing: practical techniques in 

vocabulary and grammar. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=425521 

3. MacDonald, S. (1994). Professional academic writing in the humanities 

and social sciences. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1354549 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1811067&query=academic+writing
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1811067&query=academic+writing
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=316307
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1753150
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1753150
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3301112
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3301112
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=680373
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=622616


4. Murray, N., & Hughes, G. (2008). Writing up your university assignments 

and research projects. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=345139 

5. Tran, L. T. (2013). International student adaptation to academic writing in 

higher education. ProQuest Ebook Central, 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1731963 

5.3 Software 

№  Name Conditions of access 

 1. Microsoft Windows 10 

 

From the University’s internal network 

(contract) 

2. Microsoft Office Professional Plus 

2010 

 

From the University’s internal network 

(contract) 

 

5.4 Professional data bases, information systems, online resources (online 

educational resources)  

№  Name Conditions of access 

 Professional data bases, information systems 

1. University’s e-Library, database of online 

journals and books 

URL: https://library.hse.ru/en/e-

resources  

 Online resources (online educational resources) 

1. Online portal Open Education URL: https://openedu.ru/  

  

5.5 Technical resources available for teaching the course 

Lecture halls and classrooms for the course contain equipment that allows the use of 

visual aids: 

 Desktop with access to the Interne and University’s online library 

resources; and necessary software: Microsoft Windows 10 and Microsoft Office 

Professional Plus 2010; 

 Multimedia projector. 

  

https://library.hse.ru/en/e-resources
https://library.hse.ru/en/e-resources
https://openedu.ru/


 


