
Sociolinguistics 2 

 
1. Course Description 

 
a. Title of a Course 

 

Sociolinguistics 2 is a course for 2
nd

-year Master’s students of the National Research University 

Higher School of Economics. 

 
b. Pre-requisites 

 

Students taking this course are supposed to have a good command of basic terms and concepts of 

phonology, morphology, and syntax and to have a general idea of linguistic diversity and of genealogical 

classification of languages. This course also establishes some demands on students’ skills in spoken and 

written English, and is aimed at those students who have acquired the level of English proficiency not lower 

than B2 in CEFR scheme.  

 

c. Course Type (compulsory, elective, optional)  
 

Sociolinguistics 2 is an elective course. 

 

d. Abstract 

 

Students enrolled in this course deal with the issues of social interaction, social variation of speech and 

cultural anthropology. The course content changes every year, following the aspect of sociolinguistics chosen 

by instructor for the current year. This course syllabus is given as an example; it deals with various types of 

language contact and contact-induced change. The students are supposed to get acquainted with the 

characteristics of the main types of contact languages (pidgins, creoles, mixed languages) and to study contact 

phenomena in a wide range of languages. The course will cover such phenomena on all levels of linguistic 

structure, such as phonology, morphology, syntax, and vocabulary. 

2. Learning Objectives 

 

The general objective of this course is to introduce the students to the main topics of contact 

linguistics. They should be able to explore various situations of linguistic contact and to find linguistic 

phenomena attributable to this process. The students are supposed to learn theoretical models of language 

contact as well as general models of sociolinguistic and socio-anthropological analysis.  

 

3. Learning outcomes 

 

 After completing the study of the discipline “Sociolinguistics 2” students should: 

 understand theoretical models of sociolinguistics and contact linguistics; 

 be able to apply theoretical approaches to describing language contact situations as well as 

individual contact languages and contact phenomena in phonology, morphology, syntax, and 

vocabulary; 

 be acquainted with the diversity of contact languages throughout the world. 
 



4. Course Plan 

 

1. Introductory lecture 1: Languages in contact: pidgins, creole languages, mixed languages, 

Sprachbünde, etc. 

2. Introductory lecture 2: The influence of language contact on various levels of linguistic 

structure: loanword phonology, structural borrowing, lexical borrowing. 

3. Pidgins and pidginization. Theories of pidgin formation 

4. Creoles and creolization. Theories of creole formation 

5. Mixed languages 

6. Contact-induced phenomena: lexical borrowing 

7. Contact-induced phenomena: loanword phonology 

8. Contact-induced phenomena: borrowed morphology and syntax 

9. Code-switching 

 

 

5. Reading list 

 

Required reading  

Out of need. 

It is enough to read the lectures presentations and notes. 

 

Optional reading: 

 

1. Bakker, Peter & Yaron Matras (eds.). 2013. Contact languages: a comprehensive guide. 

(Language Contact and Bilingualism 6). Berlin: De Gruyter Mouton. 

2. Matras, Yaron & Jeanette Sakel (eds.). 2007. Grammatical borrowing in cross-linguistic 

perspective. New York: Mouton de Gruyter. Chapters 1–3: Introduction; Types of loan: Matter 

and pattern; The borrowability of structural categories. 

3. Mesthrie, Rajend (ed.). 2011. The Cambridge handbook of sociolinguistics. Cambridge; New 

York: Cambridge University Press. 

4. Winford, Donald. 2003. An introduction to contact linguistics. (Language in Society 33). 

Malden, Mass: Blackwell Pub. 

5. Meyerhoff, Miriam. Introducing Sociolinguistics. 2011. London: Routledge.  

6. Grading system 
 

 

Type of 

grading 
Type of work 

Characteristics in modules 1 and 2 

1 2  

 

Continuous 

Assigned reading Х X Reading and presenting a paper at the seminar 

Quizzes Х X Two short quizzes based on home-read papers 

Class 

participation 
X X Discussions 

Mid-course 

evaluation 
Midterm test X  Written test covering the 1

st
 module topics 

Final Exam  X Project defence 

 

 



Continuous assessment: students have to demonstrate their acquaintance with the basic facts, 

concepts, notions, and theories discussed in class and in assignment papers. 

Final assessment: students have to conduct and present an independent research project. 

 

7. Guidelines for Knowledge Assessment 
 

Accumulated grade (Ga) for the student’s work during the module(s) is the lecturer’s 

assessment of the student’s work during seminars — for seminar participation, for home 

assignments of for quiz completion.  

Examination grade (Ge) is the arithmetic mean of the grade for the mid-term test and the 

research project.
 

  

The final grade (Gf) is the arithmetic mean of the accumulated grade (Ga) and the examination 

grade (Ge):  

Gf = 0.4Ga + 0.6Ge 

The grades are rounded in favour of the student. 

 

Table of Grade Accordance 

 

Ten-point 

Grading Scale 

  
 

Five-point 

Grading Scale 
 

 

1 - very bad 

2 – bad 

3 – no pass 
 

no pass – 2 FAIL 

4 – pass 

5 – highly pass 
 

 

pass – 3 

 

PASS 
6 – good 

7 – very good 
 

 

good – 4 

 

8 – almost excellent 

9 – excellent 

10 – perfect 
 

 

excellent – 5 

 

 

During the re-examination, the student has no possibility of obtaining additional mark to 

raise the grade for current or mid-term assignments. 

The resulting grade for the course counts towards the certificate of Master’s degree. 

 

8. Methods of Instruction 

The following educational technologies are used in the study process: 

 group discussion and analysis of the results of home reading; 

 group discussion and analysis of task problems.  



9. Special Equipment and Software Support 

 

The course requires a laptop, projector, and acoustic systems. For the mid-term and final-

class essays students need access to computers and to the Internet. 


