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9.00-9.15 Welcome and opening of the PhD workshop: Tova Benski, R48 President 

Session 1 
Chairs: Liana  M.  Daher, University      of  Catania,  and  Anna  Domaradzka,  University of Warsaw. 

9.15-9.30 Chungse Jung. World-Historical Structure and Dynamics of Protest Waves in the Global South, 1875-
2014. Binghamton University, USA. 

9.30-9.35 Discussant: Camilo Tamayo Gomez, University of Leeds. 

9.35-10.00 Open Discussion 

10.00-10.15 Joelle Dussault. Alternative City: Possibilities and Limits of Prefiguration in Urban Mobilizations. 
Université du Quebec, Montreal. 

10.15-10.20 Discussant: Anna Domaradzka, University of Warsaw 

10.20-10.45 Open Discussion 

10.45-11.15 Coffee break 

 
11.15-11.30 

Mark Stevenson Curry. Policy Capture and Redeployment under Global Neoliberalism: Conditional 
Cash Transfers, Social Movements and the 2016 Political Sea Change in 
Brazil and the Philippines. NUI Galway, Ireland 

11:30-11.35 Discussant: James Goodman, University of Technology, Australia 

11:35-12.00 Open Discussion 

12.00-12.15 Natalia Miranda. Activism transformation in the post-2011 Chile. The case of the “No más Afp” 
movement. Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium. 

12.15–12.20 Discussant: Tova Benski, The College of Management Academic Studies. 

12.20–12.45 Open Discussion 

 
12.45-13.00 

Mikhailova Oxana. Social network approach to radical social movements discourse reproduction in 
the case of Russian Lesbian feminist discourse. Na�onal Research 
University Higher School of Economics, Moscow, Russia 

13.00-13.05 Discussant: Liana M. Daher, University of Catania 

13.00-13.30 Open Discussion 

13.30-14.30 Lunch break 

Session 2 Chairs: Anna Domaradzka, University of Warsaw, and Camilo Tamayo Gómez, University of 
Leeds 

14.30-14.45 Ruchira Talukdar. Are new environmental movements bridging the North-South divide? A 
comparison of Australia and India. University of Technology Sydney 

 

PhD Workshop Programme

Research Committee on Social Movements, Collective Action and Social Change (RC48)040



analyse protests through the newspapers was the ambitious one, some 
issues concerning the validity of results arose. These problems were not 
unique for Chungse Jung, several researchers on the ISA conference also 
did not pay attention on the biasness of their analytical results because of 
the limited number of the newspapers that they used to extract data.

Dussault Joëlle from Université du Quebec, Montreal presented the paper 
on the topic «Alternative City: Possibilities and Limits of Prefiguration in 
Urban Mobilizations». Her project was on the beginning stage and she 
needed the inspirations to produce more work on her topic, the presenta-
tion was fresh and full of insights. It will be very exciting to see what 
shape will take her project in the next years. Mark Stevenson Curry from 
NUI Galway, Ireland gave a speech on the “Policy Capture and Redeploy-
ment under Global Neoliberalism: Conditional Cash Transfers, Social Mo-
vements and the 2016 Political Sea Change in Brazil and the Philippines”. 
His usage of terms and conceptions was perfect but the text was too 
thick and needed reorganization. Natalia Miranda in the presentation 
“Activism transformation in the post-2011 Chile. The case of the “No más 
Afp” movement. Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium.” proposed her 
classification of social movements which was based both on her empirical 
work and on theoretical comparisons of the types of social movements. 
Her work was matching with the current debates on the social movement 
definition and on the role of social media in collective action. 

Ruchira Talukdar from the University of Technology Sydney, Australia 
with the paper called “Are new environmental movements bridging the 
North-South divide? A comparison of Australia and India” was very accu-
rate with her work on the environmental movements, activist experience 
helped her to be deeply involved in the project. Shira Rivnai –Bahir from 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev whose presentation was titled “A 
Transparent collective: The features of anonymity or non-anonymity in 
the field of digital activism” told participants of the workshop about the 
meaning of anonymization in the digital activism, her presentation was 
promising and unusual. Tova Benski, Anna Domarazkaya, Liana Daher and 
James Goodman actively participated in the discussions in the topic. I 
hope that the participants will improve their works basing on the com-
ments they go.

PhD Workshop Participants

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

PhD Workshop Participants’ impressions 

I participated in the workshop organized by RC 48 in July 2018. This was an 
amazing experience. My paper, which was titled “Social network approach 
to radical social movements discourse reproduction in the case of Russian 
Lesbian feminist discourse”, was devoted to the social network analysis of 
spread of radical social movement ideologies. The project was conducted 
using mixed methods. The qualitative analysis of texts from social network 
“VK” and interviews was combined with quantitative content analysis and 
SNA. The presentation was more detailed than the paper and I got useful 
comments on it. Now I am working further on my paper and took into 
account the given advice. I also have heard six other talented PHD students 
presenting their work. Chungse Jung from Binghamton University, USA told 
us about his analytical project: “World-Historical Structure and Dynamics of 
Protest Waves in the Global South, 1875-2014”. Although, the attempt to 

Report by Oxana Mikhailova

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

“There is no doubt that for both a PhD candidate and for a senior researcher, 
a professional community of researchers is an essential and productive ele-
ment. The RC48 Ph.D. Workshop attended in July certainly generated this 
kind of encounter between social movement researchers. The atmosphere 
during the day was friendly and professional at the same time and constitu-
ted a safe ground for creating professional connections. More important, 
each participant was given the opportunity and sufficient time to present 
the article and to receive substantial, in-depth and to a great extent innova-
tive, feedback from one of the senior researchers as well as from the rest of 
the participants. In addition, although this is a workshop under the umbrella 
of sociology and more specifically under theories of social movements, par-
ticipants came from a wide range of countries and areas of practice. This has 
allowed us to develop discussions from a variety of perspectives that have 
enabled young researchers to discover points of view, ways of thinking and 
interpretations that have so far out of their sight. In addition, the workshop 
and the relationships that were formed did not remain in the room, but 
rather continued to develop and become significant during the rest of the 
conference through random meetings, discussions, and ideas for coopera-
tion”.
Shira Rivnai-Bahir Search

“The second PhD Workshop organised by the RC48 in Toronto was a great 
experience for me, as much in my particular thesis work as in my personal 
academic career. It was a pleasant space to show my research to recognised 

worldwide academics in social movements studies, and to get significant 
remarks about my doctoral route, theoretical approach, findings and discus-
sion, which have had a definitively impact in my work. I highlight the 
post-presentation moment as well, enabling a fruitful conversation between 
RC48 academics, other PhDs students and me, sharing interests and challen-
ges which clearly connected with my own reflections about my work. Both 
instances were highly significant in order to think myself for the next steps 
of my research, and my future career as an academic and researcher. I would 
really encourage prospective PhD students to do not miss this great oppor-
tunity, and participate in the next PhD Workshop organised by RC48”.

Natalia Miranda

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

“The RC48 PhD workshop, held on July 14, 2018 in Toronto (Canada) for the 
XIX ISA World Congress of Sociology, was a great opportunity to present my 
research concerning urban social movements and prefiguration. We had to 
provide in advance a 4,000 words paper on our subject so that researchers 
and PhD scholars could comment it. It gave me the chance to benefit from 
feedbacks and suggestions from well-known academics in social movement 
analysis. It was particularly interesting to benefit from different points of 
view and expertise concerning this field of research. PhD students could 
surely appreciate the workshop as well with a shorter text to produce, 
especially if there is no collective publication following the workshop. The 

workshop covered insightfully current issues in social movement analysis 
such as epistemological and methodological questions. Having the 
workshop at the beginning of the congress was a good idea as it gave me 
time to process the suggestions I received and to discuss it again with 
researchers and the other PhD students I met. Finally, it was a pleasure to 
meet such interesting colleagues with whom I can keep contact for further 
occasions”.

Joëlle Dussault

“The PhD workshop helped me sharpen my methods. I had been writing my 
two sections of the thesis, one the political economy of coal in India and 
Australia, and the other, a historical analysis of anti-coal movements, 
separately and independently before that. The dialectical process of 
movement generation as a framework for analysing both coal political and 
social movements came out of feedback and discussions at the PhD seminar. 
For that I am very thankful!”
Ruchira Talukdar

Chang, B., & McLaren, P. (2018). Emerging issues of teaching and social 
justice in Greater China: Neoliberalism and critical pedagogy in Hong Kong. 
Policy Futures in Education, 16(6), 781–803. 
https://doi:10.1177/1478210318767735 
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Forthcoming

Flam, Helena. (Forthcoming). Civil Society and Professions: US civic and poli-
ticized Lawyering. Journal of Professions and Professionalism, Vol. 8 Nr. 3 
 https://journals.hioa.no/index.php/pp/issue/archive)

Tony Huiquan Zhang. (Forthcoming).  The Rise of the Princelings in China: 
Career Advantages and Collective Elite Reproduction.  Journal of East Asian 
Studies.  

Tony Huiquan Zhang and Robert J Brym. (Forthcoming). Tolerance of Homo-
sexuality in 88 Countries: Education, Political Freedom and Liberalism. 
Sociological Forum.

Forthcoming Conference 
    

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
“Sharing Society. The Impact of Collaborative Collective Actions in the 

Transformation of Contemporary Societies“
Bizkaia Aretoa, University of the Basque Country, Bilbao (Spain)

May 23-24, 2019

http://sharingsocietyproject.org

1. Context and Rationale 
Although the concept of collective action has been widely used in the field of 
social sciences, giving rise to the area of social movements studies, little 
research has focused on the collaborative aspect of this action. In recent 
years, the emerging field of studies on the “sharing economy” has shed 
some long-overdue light on this aspect. However, some of the cases that 
have been described as part of this phenomenon, such as Uber or AirBnB, 
lack key collaborative traits in both their setup and praxis. So much so that 
scholars have called for the use of the term “true sharing economy” to dis-
tinguish the latter from more nuanced and complex experiences. 

The concept of “sharing society” is inspired by the definition of collaborati-
ve collective action (Tejerina, 2016): “the group of practices and formal and 
informal interactions that take place among individuals, collectives or asso-
ciations that share a sense of belonging or common interests, that collabo-
rate and are in conflict with others, and that have the intent of producing or 
precluding social change through the mobilization of certain social sectors.” 
This conference stems from the research project “Sharing Society. The 
Impact of Collaborative Collective Action. Analysis of the Effects of Practi-
ces, Bonds, Structures and Mobilizations in the Transformation of Contem-
porary Societies,” funded by the Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competi-
tiveness (MINECO CSO2016-78107-R), and hosted by the Collective Identity 
Research Center, University of the Basque Country (Spain). 

2. Scope and Objectives

This international conference sets out to analyse the characteristics, trajec-
tory and impact of collaborative collective actions in a context of erosion of 

the welfare state. It also seeks to present and discuss the most recent inno-
vations, trends, and concerns, as well as practical challenges encountered 
and solutions adopted in the fields of collaborative collective actions. The 
conference will address the following questions: How, when and where 
does collaborative collective action occur? Which are the characteristics of 
contemporary collaborative collective action? What are the practical, symbo-
lic, and legal effects of collaborative collective actions for the forging and 
recovery of social bonds? What forms of interaction emerge from these 
types of actions? 

We invite theoretical and empirical proposals that explore collaborative 
collective actions in different areas: work, production, consumption, culture, 
art, science, knowledge and education, solidarity with precarious groups, 
civic participation and politics. 

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to: 

Food and agricultural production: food sovereignty, agroecology, zero 
kilometer movement, food and sustainable soil experiences, urban 
agriculture and community gardens; 

Arts: art and the commons, collaborative art and new forms of creative 
commons, distributed design; 

Science and knowledge: collaborative forms of scientific production, citizen 
science; 

Care and co-housing: solidarity networks for personal care, health care, age 
care, childcare, personal quantification movement, co-housing; 

Culture: collaborative culture, open culture movement; 

Economy, work and consumption: collaborative economy, circular 
economy, new forms of collaborative work and co-working, collaborative 
consumption, time banks, platforms for sharing resources and experiences; 

Technology: Maker and DIY movement, open source technology initiatives, 
network manufacturing, medialab experiences, hacktivism; 

Politics: collaborative forms of political and institutional governance, 
networks of cities, institutions and citizenship, participatory democracy, 
participatory budgeting, open government, collective intelligence for 
democracy.

More information: 
http://sharingsocietyproject.org/en/2018/11/09/sharing-society-conference-c
all/ 

New Research Project

WoMoGeS 
Women's movements and gestational surrogacy: engaging, debating and 

policy making

https://womoges.wordpress.com/ 

Gestational surrogacy (GS) is transnational practice of assisted reproduction 
increasingly undergone by European citizens in Member States and Third 
Countries. Women’s Movements (WMs), primary actors in policies on 
human reproduction, understand GS either as a form of commodification of 
women and children, or as an empowering opportunity for women in poor 
countries. WMs are forging alliances with other stakeholders (LGBTQI, 
pro-life, and private actors) to influence decision makers to abolish or to 
regulate GS. 

WoMoGeS analyses the ‘politics of signification’ on GS of WMs in two 
developed countries, US, and Italy, and two developing countries, India and 
Mexico, to reveal variety of diagnostic, prognostic and motivational frames, 
their policy demands and strategic alliances across different social contexts, 
and the interplay between discourses and policy making at country-level 
and transnationally. By carrying out a comparison of four context-specific 

case studies and engaging WMs and GS stakeholders, this project aims to 
hinder the risk that GS activism reproduces the same polarizing dynamics as 
in the debate on prostitution, and the risk that WMs’ perspectives in 
developing countries, main providers of surrogate mothers, are silenced by 
more visible WMs in developed countries. 

WoMoGeS aims to promote dialogue between WMs and GS stakeholders, 
catalyze European policy making on GS that considers diversity of thought, 
and to propose mature reflections on assisted reproduction based on 
scientific information. 

WoMoGeS is a three-year project written and conducted by social researcher 
Dr. Daniela Bandelli with the supervision of Prof. Consuelo Corradi. It is 
coordinated by Lumsa University (Italy, Rome). Partner organization is 
University of Texas (United States, Austin) where the Fellow works with 
Prof. Sharmila Rudrappa. The project is funded by the European Union 
through the Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions (HORIZON 2020).

More information: 
https://womoges.wordpress.com/ 

RC48 wish all of you a Happy New Year!
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analyse protests through the newspapers was the ambitious one, some 
issues concerning the validity of results arose. These problems were not 
unique for Chungse Jung, several researchers on the ISA conference also 
did not pay attention on the biasness of their analytical results because of 
the limited number of the newspapers that they used to extract data.

Dussault Joëlle from Université du Quebec, Montreal presented the paper 
on the topic «Alternative City: Possibilities and Limits of Prefiguration in 
Urban Mobilizations». Her project was on the beginning stage and she 
needed the inspirations to produce more work on her topic, the presenta-
tion was fresh and full of insights. It will be very exciting to see what 
shape will take her project in the next years. Mark Stevenson Curry from 
NUI Galway, Ireland gave a speech on the “Policy Capture and Redeploy-
ment under Global Neoliberalism: Conditional Cash Transfers, Social Mo-
vements and the 2016 Political Sea Change in Brazil and the Philippines”. 
His usage of terms and conceptions was perfect but the text was too 
thick and needed reorganization. Natalia Miranda in the presentation 
“Activism transformation in the post-2011 Chile. The case of the “No más 
Afp” movement. Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium.” proposed her 
classification of social movements which was based both on her empirical 
work and on theoretical comparisons of the types of social movements. 
Her work was matching with the current debates on the social movement 
definition and on the role of social media in collective action. 

Ruchira Talukdar from the University of Technology Sydney, Australia 
with the paper called “Are new environmental movements bridging the 
North-South divide? A comparison of Australia and India” was very accu-
rate with her work on the environmental movements, activist experience 
helped her to be deeply involved in the project. Shira Rivnai –Bahir from 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev whose presentation was titled “A 
Transparent collective: The features of anonymity or non-anonymity in 
the field of digital activism” told participants of the workshop about the 
meaning of anonymization in the digital activism, her presentation was 
promising and unusual. Tova Benski, Anna Domarazkaya, Liana Daher and 
James Goodman actively participated in the discussions in the topic. I 
hope that the participants will improve their works basing on the com-
ments they go.

PhD Workshop Participants

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

PhD Workshop Participants’ impressions 

I participated in the workshop organized by RC 48 in July 2018. This was an 
amazing experience. My paper, which was titled “Social network approach 
to radical social movements discourse reproduction in the case of Russian 
Lesbian feminist discourse”, was devoted to the social network analysis of 
spread of radical social movement ideologies. The project was conducted 
using mixed methods. The qualitative analysis of texts from social network 
“VK” and interviews was combined with quantitative content analysis and 
SNA. The presentation was more detailed than the paper and I got useful 
comments on it. Now I am working further on my paper and took into 
account the given advice. I also have heard six other talented PHD students 
presenting their work. Chungse Jung from Binghamton University, USA told 
us about his analytical project: “World-Historical Structure and Dynamics of 
Protest Waves in the Global South, 1875-2014”. Although, the attempt to 

Report by Oxana Mikhailova

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

“There is no doubt that for both a PhD candidate and for a senior researcher, 
a professional community of researchers is an essential and productive ele-
ment. The RC48 Ph.D. Workshop attended in July certainly generated this 
kind of encounter between social movement researchers. The atmosphere 
during the day was friendly and professional at the same time and constitu-
ted a safe ground for creating professional connections. More important, 
each participant was given the opportunity and sufficient time to present 
the article and to receive substantial, in-depth and to a great extent innova-
tive, feedback from one of the senior researchers as well as from the rest of 
the participants. In addition, although this is a workshop under the umbrella 
of sociology and more specifically under theories of social movements, par-
ticipants came from a wide range of countries and areas of practice. This has 
allowed us to develop discussions from a variety of perspectives that have 
enabled young researchers to discover points of view, ways of thinking and 
interpretations that have so far out of their sight. In addition, the workshop 
and the relationships that were formed did not remain in the room, but 
rather continued to develop and become significant during the rest of the 
conference through random meetings, discussions, and ideas for coopera-
tion”.
Shira Rivnai-Bahir Search

“The second PhD Workshop organised by the RC48 in Toronto was a great 
experience for me, as much in my particular thesis work as in my personal 
academic career. It was a pleasant space to show my research to recognised 

worldwide academics in social movements studies, and to get significant 
remarks about my doctoral route, theoretical approach, findings and discus-
sion, which have had a definitively impact in my work. I highlight the 
post-presentation moment as well, enabling a fruitful conversation between 
RC48 academics, other PhDs students and me, sharing interests and challen-
ges which clearly connected with my own reflections about my work. Both 
instances were highly significant in order to think myself for the next steps 
of my research, and my future career as an academic and researcher. I would 
really encourage prospective PhD students to do not miss this great oppor-
tunity, and participate in the next PhD Workshop organised by RC48”.

Natalia Miranda

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

“The RC48 PhD workshop, held on July 14, 2018 in Toronto (Canada) for the 
XIX ISA World Congress of Sociology, was a great opportunity to present my 
research concerning urban social movements and prefiguration. We had to 
provide in advance a 4,000 words paper on our subject so that researchers 
and PhD scholars could comment it. It gave me the chance to benefit from 
feedbacks and suggestions from well-known academics in social movement 
analysis. It was particularly interesting to benefit from different points of 
view and expertise concerning this field of research. PhD students could 
surely appreciate the workshop as well with a shorter text to produce, 
especially if there is no collective publication following the workshop. The 

workshop covered insightfully current issues in social movement analysis 
such as epistemological and methodological questions. Having the 
workshop at the beginning of the congress was a good idea as it gave me 
time to process the suggestions I received and to discuss it again with 
researchers and the other PhD students I met. Finally, it was a pleasure to 
meet such interesting colleagues with whom I can keep contact for further 
occasions”.

Joëlle Dussault

“The PhD workshop helped me sharpen my methods. I had been writing my 
two sections of the thesis, one the political economy of coal in India and 
Australia, and the other, a historical analysis of anti-coal movements, 
separately and independently before that. The dialectical process of 
movement generation as a framework for analysing both coal political and 
social movements came out of feedback and discussions at the PhD seminar. 
For that I am very thankful!”
Ruchira Talukdar
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Forthcoming Conference 
    

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
“Sharing Society. The Impact of Collaborative Collective Actions in the 

Transformation of Contemporary Societies“
Bizkaia Aretoa, University of the Basque Country, Bilbao (Spain)

May 23-24, 2019

http://sharingsocietyproject.org

1. Context and Rationale 
Although the concept of collective action has been widely used in the field of 
social sciences, giving rise to the area of social movements studies, little 
research has focused on the collaborative aspect of this action. In recent 
years, the emerging field of studies on the “sharing economy” has shed 
some long-overdue light on this aspect. However, some of the cases that 
have been described as part of this phenomenon, such as Uber or AirBnB, 
lack key collaborative traits in both their setup and praxis. So much so that 
scholars have called for the use of the term “true sharing economy” to dis-
tinguish the latter from more nuanced and complex experiences. 

The concept of “sharing society” is inspired by the definition of collaborati-
ve collective action (Tejerina, 2016): “the group of practices and formal and 
informal interactions that take place among individuals, collectives or asso-
ciations that share a sense of belonging or common interests, that collabo-
rate and are in conflict with others, and that have the intent of producing or 
precluding social change through the mobilization of certain social sectors.” 
This conference stems from the research project “Sharing Society. The 
Impact of Collaborative Collective Action. Analysis of the Effects of Practi-
ces, Bonds, Structures and Mobilizations in the Transformation of Contem-
porary Societies,” funded by the Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competi-
tiveness (MINECO CSO2016-78107-R), and hosted by the Collective Identity 
Research Center, University of the Basque Country (Spain). 

2. Scope and Objectives

This international conference sets out to analyse the characteristics, trajec-
tory and impact of collaborative collective actions in a context of erosion of 

the welfare state. It also seeks to present and discuss the most recent inno-
vations, trends, and concerns, as well as practical challenges encountered 
and solutions adopted in the fields of collaborative collective actions. The 
conference will address the following questions: How, when and where 
does collaborative collective action occur? Which are the characteristics of 
contemporary collaborative collective action? What are the practical, symbo-
lic, and legal effects of collaborative collective actions for the forging and 
recovery of social bonds? What forms of interaction emerge from these 
types of actions? 

We invite theoretical and empirical proposals that explore collaborative 
collective actions in different areas: work, production, consumption, culture, 
art, science, knowledge and education, solidarity with precarious groups, 
civic participation and politics. 

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to: 

Food and agricultural production: food sovereignty, agroecology, zero 
kilometer movement, food and sustainable soil experiences, urban 
agriculture and community gardens; 

Arts: art and the commons, collaborative art and new forms of creative 
commons, distributed design; 

Science and knowledge: collaborative forms of scientific production, citizen 
science; 

Care and co-housing: solidarity networks for personal care, health care, age 
care, childcare, personal quantification movement, co-housing; 

Culture: collaborative culture, open culture movement; 

Economy, work and consumption: collaborative economy, circular 
economy, new forms of collaborative work and co-working, collaborative 
consumption, time banks, platforms for sharing resources and experiences; 

Technology: Maker and DIY movement, open source technology initiatives, 
network manufacturing, medialab experiences, hacktivism; 

Politics: collaborative forms of political and institutional governance, 
networks of cities, institutions and citizenship, participatory democracy, 
participatory budgeting, open government, collective intelligence for 
democracy.

More information: 
http://sharingsocietyproject.org/en/2018/11/09/sharing-society-conference-c
all/ 

New Research Project

WoMoGeS 
Women's movements and gestational surrogacy: engaging, debating and 

policy making

https://womoges.wordpress.com/ 

Gestational surrogacy (GS) is transnational practice of assisted reproduction 
increasingly undergone by European citizens in Member States and Third 
Countries. Women’s Movements (WMs), primary actors in policies on 
human reproduction, understand GS either as a form of commodification of 
women and children, or as an empowering opportunity for women in poor 
countries. WMs are forging alliances with other stakeholders (LGBTQI, 
pro-life, and private actors) to influence decision makers to abolish or to 
regulate GS. 

WoMoGeS analyses the ‘politics of signification’ on GS of WMs in two 
developed countries, US, and Italy, and two developing countries, India and 
Mexico, to reveal variety of diagnostic, prognostic and motivational frames, 
their policy demands and strategic alliances across different social contexts, 
and the interplay between discourses and policy making at country-level 
and transnationally. By carrying out a comparison of four context-specific 

case studies and engaging WMs and GS stakeholders, this project aims to 
hinder the risk that GS activism reproduces the same polarizing dynamics as 
in the debate on prostitution, and the risk that WMs’ perspectives in 
developing countries, main providers of surrogate mothers, are silenced by 
more visible WMs in developed countries. 

WoMoGeS aims to promote dialogue between WMs and GS stakeholders, 
catalyze European policy making on GS that considers diversity of thought, 
and to propose mature reflections on assisted reproduction based on 
scientific information. 

WoMoGeS is a three-year project written and conducted by social researcher 
Dr. Daniela Bandelli with the supervision of Prof. Consuelo Corradi. It is 
coordinated by Lumsa University (Italy, Rome). Partner organization is 
University of Texas (United States, Austin) where the Fellow works with 
Prof. Sharmila Rudrappa. The project is funded by the European Union 
through the Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions (HORIZON 2020).

More information: 
https://womoges.wordpress.com/ 
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analyse protests through the newspapers was the ambitious one, some 
issues concerning the validity of results arose. These problems were not 
unique for Chungse Jung, several researchers on the ISA conference also 
did not pay attention on the biasness of their analytical results because of 
the limited number of the newspapers that they used to extract data.

Dussault Joëlle from Université du Quebec, Montreal presented the paper 
on the topic «Alternative City: Possibilities and Limits of Prefiguration in 
Urban Mobilizations». Her project was on the beginning stage and she 
needed the inspirations to produce more work on her topic, the presenta-
tion was fresh and full of insights. It will be very exciting to see what 
shape will take her project in the next years. Mark Stevenson Curry from 
NUI Galway, Ireland gave a speech on the “Policy Capture and Redeploy-
ment under Global Neoliberalism: Conditional Cash Transfers, Social Mo-
vements and the 2016 Political Sea Change in Brazil and the Philippines”. 
His usage of terms and conceptions was perfect but the text was too 
thick and needed reorganization. Natalia Miranda in the presentation 
“Activism transformation in the post-2011 Chile. The case of the “No más 
Afp” movement. Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium.” proposed her 
classification of social movements which was based both on her empirical 
work and on theoretical comparisons of the types of social movements. 
Her work was matching with the current debates on the social movement 
definition and on the role of social media in collective action. 

Ruchira Talukdar from the University of Technology Sydney, Australia 
with the paper called “Are new environmental movements bridging the 
North-South divide? A comparison of Australia and India” was very accu-
rate with her work on the environmental movements, activist experience 
helped her to be deeply involved in the project. Shira Rivnai –Bahir from 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev whose presentation was titled “A 
Transparent collective: The features of anonymity or non-anonymity in 
the field of digital activism” told participants of the workshop about the 
meaning of anonymization in the digital activism, her presentation was 
promising and unusual. Tova Benski, Anna Domarazkaya, Liana Daher and 
James Goodman actively participated in the discussions in the topic. I 
hope that the participants will improve their works basing on the com-
ments they go.

PhD Workshop Participants

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

PhD Workshop Participants’ impressions 

I participated in the workshop organized by RC 48 in July 2018. This was an 
amazing experience. My paper, which was titled “Social network approach 
to radical social movements discourse reproduction in the case of Russian 
Lesbian feminist discourse”, was devoted to the social network analysis of 
spread of radical social movement ideologies. The project was conducted 
using mixed methods. The qualitative analysis of texts from social network 
“VK” and interviews was combined with quantitative content analysis and 
SNA. The presentation was more detailed than the paper and I got useful 
comments on it. Now I am working further on my paper and took into 
account the given advice. I also have heard six other talented PHD students 
presenting their work. Chungse Jung from Binghamton University, USA told 
us about his analytical project: “World-Historical Structure and Dynamics of 
Protest Waves in the Global South, 1875-2014”. Although, the attempt to 

Report by Oxana Mikhailova

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

“There is no doubt that for both a PhD candidate and for a senior researcher, 
a professional community of researchers is an essential and productive ele-
ment. The RC48 Ph.D. Workshop attended in July certainly generated this 
kind of encounter between social movement researchers. The atmosphere 
during the day was friendly and professional at the same time and constitu-
ted a safe ground for creating professional connections. More important, 
each participant was given the opportunity and sufficient time to present 
the article and to receive substantial, in-depth and to a great extent innova-
tive, feedback from one of the senior researchers as well as from the rest of 
the participants. In addition, although this is a workshop under the umbrella 
of sociology and more specifically under theories of social movements, par-
ticipants came from a wide range of countries and areas of practice. This has 
allowed us to develop discussions from a variety of perspectives that have 
enabled young researchers to discover points of view, ways of thinking and 
interpretations that have so far out of their sight. In addition, the workshop 
and the relationships that were formed did not remain in the room, but 
rather continued to develop and become significant during the rest of the 
conference through random meetings, discussions, and ideas for coopera-
tion”.
Shira Rivnai-Bahir Search

“The second PhD Workshop organised by the RC48 in Toronto was a great 
experience for me, as much in my particular thesis work as in my personal 
academic career. It was a pleasant space to show my research to recognised 

worldwide academics in social movements studies, and to get significant 
remarks about my doctoral route, theoretical approach, findings and discus-
sion, which have had a definitively impact in my work. I highlight the 
post-presentation moment as well, enabling a fruitful conversation between 
RC48 academics, other PhDs students and me, sharing interests and challen-
ges which clearly connected with my own reflections about my work. Both 
instances were highly significant in order to think myself for the next steps 
of my research, and my future career as an academic and researcher. I would 
really encourage prospective PhD students to do not miss this great oppor-
tunity, and participate in the next PhD Workshop organised by RC48”.

Natalia Miranda

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

“The RC48 PhD workshop, held on July 14, 2018 in Toronto (Canada) for the 
XIX ISA World Congress of Sociology, was a great opportunity to present my 
research concerning urban social movements and prefiguration. We had to 
provide in advance a 4,000 words paper on our subject so that researchers 
and PhD scholars could comment it. It gave me the chance to benefit from 
feedbacks and suggestions from well-known academics in social movement 
analysis. It was particularly interesting to benefit from different points of 
view and expertise concerning this field of research. PhD students could 
surely appreciate the workshop as well with a shorter text to produce, 
especially if there is no collective publication following the workshop. The 

workshop covered insightfully current issues in social movement analysis 
such as epistemological and methodological questions. Having the 
workshop at the beginning of the congress was a good idea as it gave me 
time to process the suggestions I received and to discuss it again with 
researchers and the other PhD students I met. Finally, it was a pleasure to 
meet such interesting colleagues with whom I can keep contact for further 
occasions”.

Joëlle Dussault

“The PhD workshop helped me sharpen my methods. I had been writing my 
two sections of the thesis, one the political economy of coal in India and 
Australia, and the other, a historical analysis of anti-coal movements, 
separately and independently before that. The dialectical process of 
movement generation as a framework for analysing both coal political and 
social movements came out of feedback and discussions at the PhD seminar. 
For that I am very thankful!”
Ruchira Talukdar
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
“Sharing Society. The Impact of Collaborative Collective Actions in the 

Transformation of Contemporary Societies“
Bizkaia Aretoa, University of the Basque Country, Bilbao (Spain)

May 23-24, 2019

http://sharingsocietyproject.org

1. Context and Rationale 
Although the concept of collective action has been widely used in the field of 
social sciences, giving rise to the area of social movements studies, little 
research has focused on the collaborative aspect of this action. In recent 
years, the emerging field of studies on the “sharing economy” has shed 
some long-overdue light on this aspect. However, some of the cases that 
have been described as part of this phenomenon, such as Uber or AirBnB, 
lack key collaborative traits in both their setup and praxis. So much so that 
scholars have called for the use of the term “true sharing economy” to dis-
tinguish the latter from more nuanced and complex experiences. 

The concept of “sharing society” is inspired by the definition of collaborati-
ve collective action (Tejerina, 2016): “the group of practices and formal and 
informal interactions that take place among individuals, collectives or asso-
ciations that share a sense of belonging or common interests, that collabo-
rate and are in conflict with others, and that have the intent of producing or 
precluding social change through the mobilization of certain social sectors.” 
This conference stems from the research project “Sharing Society. The 
Impact of Collaborative Collective Action. Analysis of the Effects of Practi-
ces, Bonds, Structures and Mobilizations in the Transformation of Contem-
porary Societies,” funded by the Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competi-
tiveness (MINECO CSO2016-78107-R), and hosted by the Collective Identity 
Research Center, University of the Basque Country (Spain). 

2. Scope and Objectives

This international conference sets out to analyse the characteristics, trajec-
tory and impact of collaborative collective actions in a context of erosion of 

the welfare state. It also seeks to present and discuss the most recent inno-
vations, trends, and concerns, as well as practical challenges encountered 
and solutions adopted in the fields of collaborative collective actions. The 
conference will address the following questions: How, when and where 
does collaborative collective action occur? Which are the characteristics of 
contemporary collaborative collective action? What are the practical, symbo-
lic, and legal effects of collaborative collective actions for the forging and 
recovery of social bonds? What forms of interaction emerge from these 
types of actions? 

We invite theoretical and empirical proposals that explore collaborative 
collective actions in different areas: work, production, consumption, culture, 
art, science, knowledge and education, solidarity with precarious groups, 
civic participation and politics. 

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to: 

Food and agricultural production: food sovereignty, agroecology, zero 
kilometer movement, food and sustainable soil experiences, urban 
agriculture and community gardens; 

Arts: art and the commons, collaborative art and new forms of creative 
commons, distributed design; 

Science and knowledge: collaborative forms of scientific production, citizen 
science; 

Care and co-housing: solidarity networks for personal care, health care, age 
care, childcare, personal quantification movement, co-housing; 

Culture: collaborative culture, open culture movement; 

Economy, work and consumption: collaborative economy, circular 
economy, new forms of collaborative work and co-working, collaborative 
consumption, time banks, platforms for sharing resources and experiences; 

Technology: Maker and DIY movement, open source technology initiatives, 
network manufacturing, medialab experiences, hacktivism; 

Politics: collaborative forms of political and institutional governance, 
networks of cities, institutions and citizenship, participatory democracy, 
participatory budgeting, open government, collective intelligence for 
democracy.

More information: 
http://sharingsocietyproject.org/en/2018/11/09/sharing-society-conference-c
all/ 

New Research Project

WoMoGeS 
Women's movements and gestational surrogacy: engaging, debating and 

policy making

https://womoges.wordpress.com/ 

Gestational surrogacy (GS) is transnational practice of assisted reproduction 
increasingly undergone by European citizens in Member States and Third 
Countries. Women’s Movements (WMs), primary actors in policies on 
human reproduction, understand GS either as a form of commodification of 
women and children, or as an empowering opportunity for women in poor 
countries. WMs are forging alliances with other stakeholders (LGBTQI, 
pro-life, and private actors) to influence decision makers to abolish or to 
regulate GS. 

WoMoGeS analyses the ‘politics of signification’ on GS of WMs in two 
developed countries, US, and Italy, and two developing countries, India and 
Mexico, to reveal variety of diagnostic, prognostic and motivational frames, 
their policy demands and strategic alliances across different social contexts, 
and the interplay between discourses and policy making at country-level 
and transnationally. By carrying out a comparison of four context-specific 

case studies and engaging WMs and GS stakeholders, this project aims to 
hinder the risk that GS activism reproduces the same polarizing dynamics as 
in the debate on prostitution, and the risk that WMs’ perspectives in 
developing countries, main providers of surrogate mothers, are silenced by 
more visible WMs in developed countries. 

WoMoGeS aims to promote dialogue between WMs and GS stakeholders, 
catalyze European policy making on GS that considers diversity of thought, 
and to propose mature reflections on assisted reproduction based on 
scientific information. 

WoMoGeS is a three-year project written and conducted by social researcher 
Dr. Daniela Bandelli with the supervision of Prof. Consuelo Corradi. It is 
coordinated by Lumsa University (Italy, Rome). Partner organization is 
University of Texas (United States, Austin) where the Fellow works with 
Prof. Sharmila Rudrappa. The project is funded by the European Union 
through the Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions (HORIZON 2020).

More information: 
https://womoges.wordpress.com/ 
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analyse protests through the newspapers was the ambitious one, some 
issues concerning the validity of results arose. These problems were not 
unique for Chungse Jung, several researchers on the ISA conference also 
did not pay attention on the biasness of their analytical results because of 
the limited number of the newspapers that they used to extract data.

Dussault Joëlle from Université du Quebec, Montreal presented the paper 
on the topic «Alternative City: Possibilities and Limits of Prefiguration in 
Urban Mobilizations». Her project was on the beginning stage and she 
needed the inspirations to produce more work on her topic, the presenta-
tion was fresh and full of insights. It will be very exciting to see what 
shape will take her project in the next years. Mark Stevenson Curry from 
NUI Galway, Ireland gave a speech on the “Policy Capture and Redeploy-
ment under Global Neoliberalism: Conditional Cash Transfers, Social Mo-
vements and the 2016 Political Sea Change in Brazil and the Philippines”. 
His usage of terms and conceptions was perfect but the text was too 
thick and needed reorganization. Natalia Miranda in the presentation 
“Activism transformation in the post-2011 Chile. The case of the “No más 
Afp” movement. Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium.” proposed her 
classification of social movements which was based both on her empirical 
work and on theoretical comparisons of the types of social movements. 
Her work was matching with the current debates on the social movement 
definition and on the role of social media in collective action. 

Ruchira Talukdar from the University of Technology Sydney, Australia 
with the paper called “Are new environmental movements bridging the 
North-South divide? A comparison of Australia and India” was very accu-
rate with her work on the environmental movements, activist experience 
helped her to be deeply involved in the project. Shira Rivnai –Bahir from 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev whose presentation was titled “A 
Transparent collective: The features of anonymity or non-anonymity in 
the field of digital activism” told participants of the workshop about the 
meaning of anonymization in the digital activism, her presentation was 
promising and unusual. Tova Benski, Anna Domarazkaya, Liana Daher and 
James Goodman actively participated in the discussions in the topic. I 
hope that the participants will improve their works basing on the com-
ments they go.

PhD Workshop Participants

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

PhD Workshop Participants’ impressions 

I participated in the workshop organized by RC 48 in July 2018. This was an 
amazing experience. My paper, which was titled “Social network approach 
to radical social movements discourse reproduction in the case of Russian 
Lesbian feminist discourse”, was devoted to the social network analysis of 
spread of radical social movement ideologies. The project was conducted 
using mixed methods. The qualitative analysis of texts from social network 
“VK” and interviews was combined with quantitative content analysis and 
SNA. The presentation was more detailed than the paper and I got useful 
comments on it. Now I am working further on my paper and took into 
account the given advice. I also have heard six other talented PHD students 
presenting their work. Chungse Jung from Binghamton University, USA told 
us about his analytical project: “World-Historical Structure and Dynamics of 
Protest Waves in the Global South, 1875-2014”. Although, the attempt to 

Report by Oxana Mikhailova

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

“There is no doubt that for both a PhD candidate and for a senior researcher, 
a professional community of researchers is an essential and productive ele-
ment. The RC48 Ph.D. Workshop attended in July certainly generated this 
kind of encounter between social movement researchers. The atmosphere 
during the day was friendly and professional at the same time and constitu-
ted a safe ground for creating professional connections. More important, 
each participant was given the opportunity and sufficient time to present 
the article and to receive substantial, in-depth and to a great extent innova-
tive, feedback from one of the senior researchers as well as from the rest of 
the participants. In addition, although this is a workshop under the umbrella 
of sociology and more specifically under theories of social movements, par-
ticipants came from a wide range of countries and areas of practice. This has 
allowed us to develop discussions from a variety of perspectives that have 
enabled young researchers to discover points of view, ways of thinking and 
interpretations that have so far out of their sight. In addition, the workshop 
and the relationships that were formed did not remain in the room, but 
rather continued to develop and become significant during the rest of the 
conference through random meetings, discussions, and ideas for coopera-
tion”.
Shira Rivnai-Bahir Search

“The second PhD Workshop organised by the RC48 in Toronto was a great 
experience for me, as much in my particular thesis work as in my personal 
academic career. It was a pleasant space to show my research to recognised 

worldwide academics in social movements studies, and to get significant 
remarks about my doctoral route, theoretical approach, findings and discus-
sion, which have had a definitively impact in my work. I highlight the 
post-presentation moment as well, enabling a fruitful conversation between 
RC48 academics, other PhDs students and me, sharing interests and challen-
ges which clearly connected with my own reflections about my work. Both 
instances were highly significant in order to think myself for the next steps 
of my research, and my future career as an academic and researcher. I would 
really encourage prospective PhD students to do not miss this great oppor-
tunity, and participate in the next PhD Workshop organised by RC48”.

Natalia Miranda

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

“The RC48 PhD workshop, held on July 14, 2018 in Toronto (Canada) for the 
XIX ISA World Congress of Sociology, was a great opportunity to present my 
research concerning urban social movements and prefiguration. We had to 
provide in advance a 4,000 words paper on our subject so that researchers 
and PhD scholars could comment it. It gave me the chance to benefit from 
feedbacks and suggestions from well-known academics in social movement 
analysis. It was particularly interesting to benefit from different points of 
view and expertise concerning this field of research. PhD students could 
surely appreciate the workshop as well with a shorter text to produce, 
especially if there is no collective publication following the workshop. The 

workshop covered insightfully current issues in social movement analysis 
such as epistemological and methodological questions. Having the 
workshop at the beginning of the congress was a good idea as it gave me 
time to process the suggestions I received and to discuss it again with 
researchers and the other PhD students I met. Finally, it was a pleasure to 
meet such interesting colleagues with whom I can keep contact for further 
occasions”.

Joëlle Dussault

“The PhD workshop helped me sharpen my methods. I had been writing my 
two sections of the thesis, one the political economy of coal in India and 
Australia, and the other, a historical analysis of anti-coal movements, 
separately and independently before that. The dialectical process of 
movement generation as a framework for analysing both coal political and 
social movements came out of feedback and discussions at the PhD seminar. 
For that I am very thankful!”
Ruchira Talukdar
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Forthcoming Conference 
    

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
“Sharing Society. The Impact of Collaborative Collective Actions in the 

Transformation of Contemporary Societies“
Bizkaia Aretoa, University of the Basque Country, Bilbao (Spain)

May 23-24, 2019

http://sharingsocietyproject.org

1. Context and Rationale 
Although the concept of collective action has been widely used in the field of 
social sciences, giving rise to the area of social movements studies, little 
research has focused on the collaborative aspect of this action. In recent 
years, the emerging field of studies on the “sharing economy” has shed 
some long-overdue light on this aspect. However, some of the cases that 
have been described as part of this phenomenon, such as Uber or AirBnB, 
lack key collaborative traits in both their setup and praxis. So much so that 
scholars have called for the use of the term “true sharing economy” to dis-
tinguish the latter from more nuanced and complex experiences. 

The concept of “sharing society” is inspired by the definition of collaborati-
ve collective action (Tejerina, 2016): “the group of practices and formal and 
informal interactions that take place among individuals, collectives or asso-
ciations that share a sense of belonging or common interests, that collabo-
rate and are in conflict with others, and that have the intent of producing or 
precluding social change through the mobilization of certain social sectors.” 
This conference stems from the research project “Sharing Society. The 
Impact of Collaborative Collective Action. Analysis of the Effects of Practi-
ces, Bonds, Structures and Mobilizations in the Transformation of Contem-
porary Societies,” funded by the Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competi-
tiveness (MINECO CSO2016-78107-R), and hosted by the Collective Identity 
Research Center, University of the Basque Country (Spain). 

2. Scope and Objectives

This international conference sets out to analyse the characteristics, trajec-
tory and impact of collaborative collective actions in a context of erosion of 

the welfare state. It also seeks to present and discuss the most recent inno-
vations, trends, and concerns, as well as practical challenges encountered 
and solutions adopted in the fields of collaborative collective actions. The 
conference will address the following questions: How, when and where 
does collaborative collective action occur? Which are the characteristics of 
contemporary collaborative collective action? What are the practical, symbo-
lic, and legal effects of collaborative collective actions for the forging and 
recovery of social bonds? What forms of interaction emerge from these 
types of actions? 

We invite theoretical and empirical proposals that explore collaborative 
collective actions in different areas: work, production, consumption, culture, 
art, science, knowledge and education, solidarity with precarious groups, 
civic participation and politics. 

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to: 

Food and agricultural production: food sovereignty, agroecology, zero 
kilometer movement, food and sustainable soil experiences, urban 
agriculture and community gardens; 

Arts: art and the commons, collaborative art and new forms of creative 
commons, distributed design; 

Science and knowledge: collaborative forms of scientific production, citizen 
science; 

Care and co-housing: solidarity networks for personal care, health care, age 
care, childcare, personal quantification movement, co-housing; 

Culture: collaborative culture, open culture movement; 

Economy, work and consumption: collaborative economy, circular 
economy, new forms of collaborative work and co-working, collaborative 
consumption, time banks, platforms for sharing resources and experiences; 

Technology: Maker and DIY movement, open source technology initiatives, 
network manufacturing, medialab experiences, hacktivism; 

Politics: collaborative forms of political and institutional governance, 
networks of cities, institutions and citizenship, participatory democracy, 
participatory budgeting, open government, collective intelligence for 
democracy.

More information: 
http://sharingsocietyproject.org/en/2018/11/09/sharing-society-conference-c
all/ 

New Research Project

WoMoGeS 
Women's movements and gestational surrogacy: engaging, debating and 

policy making

https://womoges.wordpress.com/ 

Gestational surrogacy (GS) is transnational practice of assisted reproduction 
increasingly undergone by European citizens in Member States and Third 
Countries. Women’s Movements (WMs), primary actors in policies on 
human reproduction, understand GS either as a form of commodification of 
women and children, or as an empowering opportunity for women in poor 
countries. WMs are forging alliances with other stakeholders (LGBTQI, 
pro-life, and private actors) to influence decision makers to abolish or to 
regulate GS. 

WoMoGeS analyses the ‘politics of signification’ on GS of WMs in two 
developed countries, US, and Italy, and two developing countries, India and 
Mexico, to reveal variety of diagnostic, prognostic and motivational frames, 
their policy demands and strategic alliances across different social contexts, 
and the interplay between discourses and policy making at country-level 
and transnationally. By carrying out a comparison of four context-specific 

case studies and engaging WMs and GS stakeholders, this project aims to 
hinder the risk that GS activism reproduces the same polarizing dynamics as 
in the debate on prostitution, and the risk that WMs’ perspectives in 
developing countries, main providers of surrogate mothers, are silenced by 
more visible WMs in developed countries. 

WoMoGeS aims to promote dialogue between WMs and GS stakeholders, 
catalyze European policy making on GS that considers diversity of thought, 
and to propose mature reflections on assisted reproduction based on 
scientific information. 

WoMoGeS is a three-year project written and conducted by social researcher 
Dr. Daniela Bandelli with the supervision of Prof. Consuelo Corradi. It is 
coordinated by Lumsa University (Italy, Rome). Partner organization is 
University of Texas (United States, Austin) where the Fellow works with 
Prof. Sharmila Rudrappa. The project is funded by the European Union 
through the Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions (HORIZON 2020).

More information: 
https://womoges.wordpress.com/ 
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analyse protests through the newspapers was the ambitious one, some 
issues concerning the validity of results arose. These problems were not 
unique for Chungse Jung, several researchers on the ISA conference also 
did not pay attention on the biasness of their analytical results because of 
the limited number of the newspapers that they used to extract data.

Dussault Joëlle from Université du Quebec, Montreal presented the paper 
on the topic «Alternative City: Possibilities and Limits of Prefiguration in 
Urban Mobilizations». Her project was on the beginning stage and she 
needed the inspirations to produce more work on her topic, the presenta-
tion was fresh and full of insights. It will be very exciting to see what 
shape will take her project in the next years. Mark Stevenson Curry from 
NUI Galway, Ireland gave a speech on the “Policy Capture and Redeploy-
ment under Global Neoliberalism: Conditional Cash Transfers, Social Mo-
vements and the 2016 Political Sea Change in Brazil and the Philippines”. 
His usage of terms and conceptions was perfect but the text was too 
thick and needed reorganization. Natalia Miranda in the presentation 
“Activism transformation in the post-2011 Chile. The case of the “No más 
Afp” movement. Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium.” proposed her 
classification of social movements which was based both on her empirical 
work and on theoretical comparisons of the types of social movements. 
Her work was matching with the current debates on the social movement 
definition and on the role of social media in collective action. 

Ruchira Talukdar from the University of Technology Sydney, Australia 
with the paper called “Are new environmental movements bridging the 
North-South divide? A comparison of Australia and India” was very accu-
rate with her work on the environmental movements, activist experience 
helped her to be deeply involved in the project. Shira Rivnai –Bahir from 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev whose presentation was titled “A 
Transparent collective: The features of anonymity or non-anonymity in 
the field of digital activism” told participants of the workshop about the 
meaning of anonymization in the digital activism, her presentation was 
promising and unusual. Tova Benski, Anna Domarazkaya, Liana Daher and 
James Goodman actively participated in the discussions in the topic. I 
hope that the participants will improve their works basing on the com-
ments they go.

PhD Workshop Participants

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

PhD Workshop Participants’ impressions 

I participated in the workshop organized by RC 48 in July 2018. This was an 
amazing experience. My paper, which was titled “Social network approach 
to radical social movements discourse reproduction in the case of Russian 
Lesbian feminist discourse”, was devoted to the social network analysis of 
spread of radical social movement ideologies. The project was conducted 
using mixed methods. The qualitative analysis of texts from social network 
“VK” and interviews was combined with quantitative content analysis and 
SNA. The presentation was more detailed than the paper and I got useful 
comments on it. Now I am working further on my paper and took into 
account the given advice. I also have heard six other talented PHD students 
presenting their work. Chungse Jung from Binghamton University, USA told 
us about his analytical project: “World-Historical Structure and Dynamics of 
Protest Waves in the Global South, 1875-2014”. Although, the attempt to 

Report by Oxana Mikhailova

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

“There is no doubt that for both a PhD candidate and for a senior researcher, 
a professional community of researchers is an essential and productive ele-
ment. The RC48 Ph.D. Workshop attended in July certainly generated this 
kind of encounter between social movement researchers. The atmosphere 
during the day was friendly and professional at the same time and constitu-
ted a safe ground for creating professional connections. More important, 
each participant was given the opportunity and sufficient time to present 
the article and to receive substantial, in-depth and to a great extent innova-
tive, feedback from one of the senior researchers as well as from the rest of 
the participants. In addition, although this is a workshop under the umbrella 
of sociology and more specifically under theories of social movements, par-
ticipants came from a wide range of countries and areas of practice. This has 
allowed us to develop discussions from a variety of perspectives that have 
enabled young researchers to discover points of view, ways of thinking and 
interpretations that have so far out of their sight. In addition, the workshop 
and the relationships that were formed did not remain in the room, but 
rather continued to develop and become significant during the rest of the 
conference through random meetings, discussions, and ideas for coopera-
tion”.
Shira Rivnai-Bahir Search

“The second PhD Workshop organised by the RC48 in Toronto was a great 
experience for me, as much in my particular thesis work as in my personal 
academic career. It was a pleasant space to show my research to recognised 

worldwide academics in social movements studies, and to get significant 
remarks about my doctoral route, theoretical approach, findings and discus-
sion, which have had a definitively impact in my work. I highlight the 
post-presentation moment as well, enabling a fruitful conversation between 
RC48 academics, other PhDs students and me, sharing interests and challen-
ges which clearly connected with my own reflections about my work. Both 
instances were highly significant in order to think myself for the next steps 
of my research, and my future career as an academic and researcher. I would 
really encourage prospective PhD students to do not miss this great oppor-
tunity, and participate in the next PhD Workshop organised by RC48”.

Natalia Miranda

Participants at the Second PhD Workshop ISA – RC48, Canada.

“The RC48 PhD workshop, held on July 14, 2018 in Toronto (Canada) for the 
XIX ISA World Congress of Sociology, was a great opportunity to present my 
research concerning urban social movements and prefiguration. We had to 
provide in advance a 4,000 words paper on our subject so that researchers 
and PhD scholars could comment it. It gave me the chance to benefit from 
feedbacks and suggestions from well-known academics in social movement 
analysis. It was particularly interesting to benefit from different points of 
view and expertise concerning this field of research. PhD students could 
surely appreciate the workshop as well with a shorter text to produce, 
especially if there is no collective publication following the workshop. The 

workshop covered insightfully current issues in social movement analysis 
such as epistemological and methodological questions. Having the 
workshop at the beginning of the congress was a good idea as it gave me 
time to process the suggestions I received and to discuss it again with 
researchers and the other PhD students I met. Finally, it was a pleasure to 
meet such interesting colleagues with whom I can keep contact for further 
occasions”.

Joëlle Dussault

“The PhD workshop helped me sharpen my methods. I had been writing my 
two sections of the thesis, one the political economy of coal in India and 
Australia, and the other, a historical analysis of anti-coal movements, 
separately and independently before that. The dialectical process of 
movement generation as a framework for analysing both coal political and 
social movements came out of feedback and discussions at the PhD seminar. 
For that I am very thankful!”
Ruchira Talukdar
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
“Sharing Society. The Impact of Collaborative Collective Actions in the 

Transformation of Contemporary Societies“
Bizkaia Aretoa, University of the Basque Country, Bilbao (Spain)

May 23-24, 2019

http://sharingsocietyproject.org

1. Context and Rationale 
Although the concept of collective action has been widely used in the field of 
social sciences, giving rise to the area of social movements studies, little 
research has focused on the collaborative aspect of this action. In recent 
years, the emerging field of studies on the “sharing economy” has shed 
some long-overdue light on this aspect. However, some of the cases that 
have been described as part of this phenomenon, such as Uber or AirBnB, 
lack key collaborative traits in both their setup and praxis. So much so that 
scholars have called for the use of the term “true sharing economy” to dis-
tinguish the latter from more nuanced and complex experiences. 

The concept of “sharing society” is inspired by the definition of collaborati-
ve collective action (Tejerina, 2016): “the group of practices and formal and 
informal interactions that take place among individuals, collectives or asso-
ciations that share a sense of belonging or common interests, that collabo-
rate and are in conflict with others, and that have the intent of producing or 
precluding social change through the mobilization of certain social sectors.” 
This conference stems from the research project “Sharing Society. The 
Impact of Collaborative Collective Action. Analysis of the Effects of Practi-
ces, Bonds, Structures and Mobilizations in the Transformation of Contem-
porary Societies,” funded by the Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competi-
tiveness (MINECO CSO2016-78107-R), and hosted by the Collective Identity 
Research Center, University of the Basque Country (Spain). 

2. Scope and Objectives

This international conference sets out to analyse the characteristics, trajec-
tory and impact of collaborative collective actions in a context of erosion of 

the welfare state. It also seeks to present and discuss the most recent inno-
vations, trends, and concerns, as well as practical challenges encountered 
and solutions adopted in the fields of collaborative collective actions. The 
conference will address the following questions: How, when and where 
does collaborative collective action occur? Which are the characteristics of 
contemporary collaborative collective action? What are the practical, symbo-
lic, and legal effects of collaborative collective actions for the forging and 
recovery of social bonds? What forms of interaction emerge from these 
types of actions? 

We invite theoretical and empirical proposals that explore collaborative 
collective actions in different areas: work, production, consumption, culture, 
art, science, knowledge and education, solidarity with precarious groups, 
civic participation and politics. 

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to: 

Food and agricultural production: food sovereignty, agroecology, zero 
kilometer movement, food and sustainable soil experiences, urban 
agriculture and community gardens; 

Arts: art and the commons, collaborative art and new forms of creative 
commons, distributed design; 

Science and knowledge: collaborative forms of scientific production, citizen 
science; 

Care and co-housing: solidarity networks for personal care, health care, age 
care, childcare, personal quantification movement, co-housing; 

Culture: collaborative culture, open culture movement; 

Economy, work and consumption: collaborative economy, circular 
economy, new forms of collaborative work and co-working, collaborative 
consumption, time banks, platforms for sharing resources and experiences; 

Technology: Maker and DIY movement, open source technology initiatives, 
network manufacturing, medialab experiences, hacktivism; 

Politics: collaborative forms of political and institutional governance, 
networks of cities, institutions and citizenship, participatory democracy, 
participatory budgeting, open government, collective intelligence for 
democracy.

More information: 
http://sharingsocietyproject.org/en/2018/11/09/sharing-society-conference-c
all/ 

New Research Project

WoMoGeS 
Women's movements and gestational surrogacy: engaging, debating and 

policy making

https://womoges.wordpress.com/ 

Gestational surrogacy (GS) is transnational practice of assisted reproduction 
increasingly undergone by European citizens in Member States and Third 
Countries. Women’s Movements (WMs), primary actors in policies on 
human reproduction, understand GS either as a form of commodification of 
women and children, or as an empowering opportunity for women in poor 
countries. WMs are forging alliances with other stakeholders (LGBTQI, 
pro-life, and private actors) to influence decision makers to abolish or to 
regulate GS. 

WoMoGeS analyses the ‘politics of signification’ on GS of WMs in two 
developed countries, US, and Italy, and two developing countries, India and 
Mexico, to reveal variety of diagnostic, prognostic and motivational frames, 
their policy demands and strategic alliances across different social contexts, 
and the interplay between discourses and policy making at country-level 
and transnationally. By carrying out a comparison of four context-specific 

case studies and engaging WMs and GS stakeholders, this project aims to 
hinder the risk that GS activism reproduces the same polarizing dynamics as 
in the debate on prostitution, and the risk that WMs’ perspectives in 
developing countries, main providers of surrogate mothers, are silenced by 
more visible WMs in developed countries. 

WoMoGeS aims to promote dialogue between WMs and GS stakeholders, 
catalyze European policy making on GS that considers diversity of thought, 
and to propose mature reflections on assisted reproduction based on 
scientific information. 

WoMoGeS is a three-year project written and conducted by social researcher 
Dr. Daniela Bandelli with the supervision of Prof. Consuelo Corradi. It is 
coordinated by Lumsa University (Italy, Rome). Partner organization is 
University of Texas (United States, Austin) where the Fellow works with 
Prof. Sharmila Rudrappa. The project is funded by the European Union 
through the Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions (HORIZON 2020).

More information: 
https://womoges.wordpress.com/ 
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