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The general description of the course  

This course takes thematic approach to the challenge of policy-making and 

governance in relations with the religious actors and organizations. It studies the 

issues behind policy-making processes and public policy in the developed as 

well as developing nations to understand the complex array of factors which 

influence governments and politicians notably religious and theological groups, 

sects, mainstream religious congregations etc.  

The course examines the role that political institutions and social changes play 

in determining the direction of government policies, explains the importance of 

political and social issues within the relevant social, cultural and historical 

context, and draws extensive examples from different regions of the world. 

 The political management of religious change in Europe and emerging 

economies of the world  including the dwindling attendance in churches, the 

growing presence of Muslim religious practices and the increase in people 

with no religious affiliation 

 The course shall study the impact of the religion in the return to the 

conservative and populist politics world wide 

 The course shall have a global outlook in analysing the comparative impact 

of the religious organizations in the policy making spaces. 

 The policymaking and governance of religion in regional institutions like the 

European Union and the European Court of Human Rights 



 The influence of religion on political parties and party affiliation in different 

parts of Asia, Africa, Latin America and Europe, and the role of religious 

organizations as political actors 

Learning Objectives 

In this course, students shall   learn five things: 

First and foremost, this course will provide you with substantial knowledge, 

comparative material and critical analytical tools to gain deeper insights into - 

and educate your judgment on - the principled issues at stake in the various 

liaisons between religion and politics in the policy making spheres 

Second, students  will be introduced to the main trends and current affairs in the 

politico-religious landscape of Europe. This will include comparisons with the 

landscape in other parts of the world, in particular the US. 

Third, the course will introduce the   sociological theories of secularization and 

de-secularization (the historical processes and their underlying causes). 

Fourth, students  will learn about the debates in theology and political 

theory on the viability and continued justification of secularism versus the 

alternatives of religiously based world views. 

Finally, students  will be given the chance to consider if secularism as a 

political ideal should be abandoned in the face of the challenges it has faced of 

late 

Learning outcome 

Knowledge: 

 An overview of major trends in the interrelationship between religion and 

politics in Europe 

 Familiarity with the most important political actors that shape religion policy 

in Europe 

 A working knowledge of the most important theoretical and ideological 

concepts that shape the interrelationship between religion and politics in 

European societies. 

 An overview of the religious diversities of European societies and the 

policies adopted in order to manage these diversities 



Skills: 

 Ability to contextualize religio-political changes and contestations in 

different parts of the world and the impact it has on the policy making, to 

understand where these processes come from and to discuss where they may 

be headed 

 Ability to examine and assess policies on religion in different parts of 

Europe and in the world in general , and to discuss their influence on 

religious practice 

 Ability to analyze and summarize court cases and policy papers on religion 

from around the world in the context of ECHR, UNHCR and ICPPR 

perspective.  

General Competence 

 Ability to read, systematize and summarize research articles from a broad 

variety of different disciplines 

 Ability to formulate independent research questions on the interrelationship 

between politics and religion and the process of policy making. 

Assessment 

 Students will be assessed on the basis of a term paper (around 3 000 words) to 

be submitted at the end of the course. The term paper will weigh around 60%.  

The remaining 40% will be based on the participation to class room discussions, 

and class work assignments. The course does not intend to impose any 

particular ideological point of view or policy position. Rather, it aims to 

encourage each student to develop his/her own understanding of the varied and 

complex patterns which characterise political and social changes. Therefore, 

arguments in the term paper or class room discussion need not necessarily 

coincide with the views of the lecturer. The term paper, however, must be well 

researched and clearly argued. 



A note on papers and written work 

1. For all written work, please make sure that papers are properly formatted 

as follows: double-spaced, Times 12 pt font, with 1” margins, page 

numbers on each page, and footnotes for citations. Footnotes and 

bibliographies should follow  

2.  Please read the “Guide for Beginners Writing History Papers” (on the 

course web site under “course resources”) before writing your papers to 

make sure that you have a firm sense of what I expect in your written 

assignments. 

3. Please make sure that your papers make an argument and are analytical 

(that is, discuss several important themes using specific examples from 

the readings); purely descriptive papers will receive lower grades. 

4. All papers should be emailed to me by the beginning of class for which it 

is due, unless another due date and time has been given. No hard copies 

of any written work need to be turned in unless requested. Unless you 

have made arrangements with me beforehand, late assignments will be 

penalized one letter grade per day they are late, particularly when 

papers are related to the discussion that will take place in class that day. 

5. Please note: Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. If 

you borrow ideas, writings, etc., from other people and do not give them 

credit, the assignment will be given an automatic zero, and you will most 

likely be given a NC in the class.  

6. Other misc. classroom guidelines: 

1. Please turn off all cell phones and pagers. Absolutely no text-messaging, 

emailing, or internet usage is allowed in class. 

2. Laptops are permitted on a probationary basis. If they become an obvious 

distraction, I reserve the right to prohibit their use entirely. 

3. Coming late or leaving early without warning me in advance will 

negatively affect your grade 

 

 

Course outlines and thematic topics for lectures  

This course provides a general overview of the interrelationship between 

religion and politics in Europe. The course maps patterns in state/church 

relationships, the scope and consequences of increased religious diversity and 

the growing interest in regulating the public presence of minority religions. 

The course provides introductions to basic concepts that have evolved to 

 



account for and manage religious change in European societies, such as 

secularization, secularism/post-secularism and multiculturalism. 

 

 

 

Introductory lecture A fire strong enough to consume the house:” Wars of 

Religion! 

 

 

1. Religion and Secularism, Part 1: 

Rethinking Secularism 

 

 

2. Religion and Secularism, part  Is Europe an 

Exceptional Case?  

 

 

3. Challenged secular cases.  post modern 

policy spaces in EU 

 

 

4. Challenged secular cases: Example 2: 

New Age in Europe – Fact or Myth?  

5. The agenda setting by not so 

transparent religious organizations 

 

 

6. Islam and the Models of Church and State Relations in 

Europe. 

7. Of the utmost relevance: Global politics and the Resurrection 

of Religion 

 

8. Religion and Politics  the policy making spaces 

 

 

9 Political Climate Change – From multiculturalism to assertive 

conservative social identity – Shaping up of the policy space   

 

 
10 Populism and the rise of the Conservatism on Christian Europe 

 
 

 

 

 



Required Materials: 

The Hedehog Review: After Secularization. Vol.8, Nos. 1-2. (Spring/Summer 

2006) Found here: http://www.iasc-culture.org/THR/hedgehog_review_2006-

Spring-Summer.php (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

In God's Name: A Special Report on religion and public life. In The Economist, 

November 3rd 2007. (On Canvas). 

Shah, Timothy Samuel and Monica Duffy Toft, 2006. Why God is Winning. 

In Foreign Policy July/August 2006: 39-43. (On Canvas). (Optional) 

Hobsbawn, Eric 2013 Fractured Times: Culture and Society in the Twentieth 

Century. Little Brown: 204-223 (On Canvas). (Optional) 

Cox, Harvey. 1995. Fire From Heaven: The Rise of Pentecostal Spirituality and 

the reshaping of religion in the Twenty-first Century”. Cambridge: Da Capo 

Press: 299-321. (On Canvas). (Optional)  

Winthrop, John 1630: “A Model of Christian Charity.” (On Canvas) Also: Dr. 

Andrew Wood’s “Summary of John Winthrop’s “Model of Christian 

Charity,”nOnline: http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/s149/149syllabus5summa

ry.html (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site. 

Cavanaugh, William T. 1995: "“A fire strong enough to consume the house:” 

the wars of religion and the rise of the state." Modern Theology 11.4 (1995): 

397-420. Also: There is an excellent talk by Cavanaugh about the “Myth of 

Religious Violence,” Victoria University, Australia, 30 July 

2012:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tb1ZHlSfJk (Links to an external 

site.)Links to an external site. (Optional) 

Vinding, Niels Valdemar & Christoffersen, Lisbet 2012: “State, Church and 

Religion in Denmark,” in Vinding & Christoffersen, Danish Regulation of 

Religion, State of Affairs and Qualitative Reflections, publications from the 

Faculty of Theology, 2012, pp. 9-18. 

In God's Name: A Special Report on religion and public life. In The Economist, 

November 3rd 2007. (On Canvas) 

Casanova, José, 2006. Rethinking Secularization: A Global Comparative 

Perspective. In: After Secularization 2006 – The Hedgehog Review – Special 

Issue, Vol. 8, No: 1-2: 7-22. (In Course Book) 

Bruce, Steve. 2006. Secularization and the Impotence of Individualized 

Religion. In: After Secularization 2006 – The Hedgehog Review – Special 

Issue, Vol. 8, No: 1-2: 35-45. (In Course Book) 

http://www.iasc-culture.org/THR/hedgehog_review_2006-Spring-Summer.php
http://www.iasc-culture.org/THR/hedgehog_review_2006-Spring-Summer.php
http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/s149/149syllabus5summary.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/s149/149syllabus5summary.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tb1ZHlSfJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tb1ZHlSfJk


Davie, Grace 2006. Is Europe an Exceptional Case? In: After Secularization 

2006 – The Hedgehog Review – Special Issue, Vol. 8, No: 1-2: 23–34. 

(In Course Book) 

Raun Iversen, Hans. 2006. “Secular Religion and Religious Secularism: A 

profile of the religious development in Denmark since 1968.” In: Nordic 

Journal of Religion and Society: 19,2: 75-92. (On Canvas) 

Christoffersen, Lisbet. 2011. “Sacred Spaces in Secular (Post-) Lutheran 

Contexts. On Brorson Church Asylum Case.” In: Wyller, Trygve, Rosemarie 

van den Breemer, and Jose Casanova, eds. Secular and Sacred?: The 

Scandinavian Case of Religion in Human Rights, Law and Public Space. Vol. 

15. Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2013, 102-122. 

Heelas, Paul. 2006. Challenging Secularization Theory: The Growth of “New 

Age” In: After Secularization 2006 – The Hedgehog Review – Special Issue, 

Vol. 8, No: 1-2: 46-58. (In Course Book) 

Vinding, Niels Valdemar, 2013. “Chapter Three: The Governing Models of 

Church, State and Religion Relations in Europe” in: Muslim Positions in the 

Religio-Organisational Fields of Denmark, Germany and England, Publications 

from the Faculty of Theology no. 42, 87-115 

Jacobsen, Brian Arly, 2014. “Denmark,” in Nielsen (ed) et al., Yearbook on 

Muslims in Europe, vol. 6, Brill Publishers 2014 

Jacobsen, Brian Arly, 2013. “Politics of Mainstream and Extremist Parties on 

Integration of Immigrants and Minorities - Denmark.” In: Politics and Policies 

of Integration in Austria, Hungary, Czechia, Denmark and at the EU Level . 

red. / Radko Hokovský; Jiří Kopal. 1. udg. Brno, Czech Republic & Praha: 

League of Human Rights & European Values Think-Tank, 2013. 

Roy, Olivier. 2007. Islam in Europe – Clash of Religions or Convergence of 

Religiosities? On Eurozine.  (On Canvas) 

Roy, Olivier. 2006. Islam in the West or Western Islam? – The Disconnect of 

Religion and Culture. In After Secularization 2006 – The Hedgehog Review – 

Special Issue, Vol. 8, No: 1-2: 127–132. (In Course Book – optional read) 

Jytte Klausen, 2005: “Introduction: Islam in Europe,” & “Conclusion: Liberal 

Muslims and the Emergence of European Islam”, in Klausen: The Islamic 

Challenge, Oxford University Press, 2005 (On Canvas) 

Nilüfer Göle 2006. “Islam in European Publics” In After Secularization 2006 – 

The Hedgehog Review – Special Issue, Vol. 8, No: 1-2: (In Course Book – 

optional read) 



Fareed Zakaria (2016): ‘Populism on the March,’ Foreign 

Affairs, November/December 2016. (On Canvas) 

Marzouki., & McDonnell, D (2016): “Ch. 1. Populism and Religion,” in: 

Marzouki, McDonnell and Roy (eds): Saving the People. How Populists Hijack 

Religion. Hurst & Company Publishers, London (On Canvas) 

Roy, Olivier (2016): “Ch. 12. Beyond Populism: The Conservative Right, the 

Courts, the Churches and the Concept of a Christian Europe,” in: Marzouki, 

McDonnell and Roy (eds): Saving the People. How Populists Hijack 

Religion. Hurst & Company Publishers, London (On Canvas) 

Roy, Olivier (2016): “Ch. 6. The French National Front: From Christian Identity 

to Laicité” in: Marzouki, McDonnell and Roy (eds): Saving the People. How 

Populists Hijack Religion. Hurst & Company Publishers, London (On Canvas) 

Bowen, John (2004): Muslims and Citizens: France's headscarf controversy. 

In The Boston Review, February/March 2004 (On Canvas) (Optional) 

Asad, Talal (2006). French Secularism and the “Islamic Veil Affair”. In: After 

Secularization 2006 – The Hedgehog Review – Special Issue, Vol. 8, No: 1-2: 

23–34.  (In Course Book) (Optional) 

Peace, Timothy (2016): “Religion and Populism in Britain: An Infertile 

Breeding Ground?” in: Marzouki, McDonnell and Roy (eds): Saving the People. 

How Populists Hijack Religion. Hurst & Company Publishers, London (On 

Canvas) 

Bowen, John R. (2010) "How Could English Courts Recognize Shariah?," 

University of St. Thomas Law Journal: Vol. 7: Iss. 3, Article 3. (On Canvas, 

optional). 

Available at: http://ir.stthomas.edu/ustlj/vol7/iss3/3 

VIDEO: Probst, Lothar. "The Populist Challenge: Germany and the United 

States before the Elections." Ensemble video, 01:06:15. October 4, 2016. 

http://scholar.dickinson.edu/clarkeforum_lectures/12/ (Links to an external 

site.)Links to an external site. 

Frank Peter, 2010; “Welcoming Muslims into the Nation. Tolerance Politics and 

Inte-gration in Germany,” in Cecari (2010), J., (ed), Muslims in Europe and the 

United States since 9/11, London: Routledge (On Canvas, optional) 

John Vinocur, 2015: “A Novel Approach to France’s Future, and Present -   

Michel Houellebecq’s new book raises questions about the political fictions that 

shape Paris’s current immigration debate.” in the Wall Street 

Journal, http://www.wsj.com/articles/john-vinocur-michel-houellebecqs-novel-

http://scholar.dickinson.edu/clarkeforum_lectures/12/
http://scholar.dickinson.edu/clarkeforum_lectures/12/
http://www.wsj.com/articles/john-vinocur-michel-houellebecqs-novel-approach-to-frances-future-and-present-1420490457


approach-to-frances-future-and-present-1420490457 (Links to an external 

site.)Links to an external site. 

Tariq Ramadan 2015; 

“Leading Muslim Scholar Tariq Ramadan: Attack on Paris Magazine "a Pure 

Betrayal of Our Religion, " 

http://www.democracynow.org/2015/1/7/leading_muslim_scholar_tariq_ramada

n_attac 

Additional reading  

 

 Dennis Covington, Salvation on Sand Mountain ($10.17; 978-

0306818363) 

 Anne Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down ($9.34; 978-

0374525644) 

 Kathleen Flake, The Politics of American Religious Identity: The Seating 

of Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon Apostle ($24.44; 978-0807855010) 

 Marie Griffith, American Religions: A Documentary History ($41.99; 

978-0195170450) 

 John Seitz, No Closure: Catholic Practice and Boston’s Parish 

Shutdowns ($32.04; 978-0674053021) [NOTE: also 

availableelectronically through Josiah] 

 Daniel Williams, God’s Own Party: The Making of the Christian 

Right ($22.99; 978-0195340846 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/john-vinocur-michel-houellebecqs-novel-approach-to-frances-future-and-present-1420490457
http://www.wsj.com/articles/john-vinocur-michel-houellebecqs-novel-approach-to-frances-future-and-present-1420490457
http://www.democracynow.org/2015/1/7/leading_muslim_scholar_tariq_ramadan_attack
http://www.democracynow.org/2015/1/7/leading_muslim_scholar_tariq_ramadan_attack
https://www.google.com/url?q=http://josiah.brown.edu/record%3Db6226149~S7&sa=D&ust=1542703274743000
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