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1. Course Description
a. Contemporary Russian Politics 
b. Prerequisites: There are no strict prerequisites for the course, though some prior training in social sciences would make it a more rewarding experience. 
c. Type of the course: Optional
d. Description: This is a broad introductory course to Russian politics designed to give you a good general understanding of how Russia really works. The questions we will deal with are: Why do Russians support autocracy, or do they? Is it good Russia is a presidential republic? What happened to Russian federalism? What about its opposition? Who were those people in the streets in 2011-2012: what did they want, where did they go? Why does Russia sometimes support the bad guys internationally? Some practical issues we will discuss are: why do they turn the hot water off at summer? Are oligarchs still politically mighty? How much corruption is there and is it bad for development? The course kicks off from, and ultimately returns to the question of how Russian politics interacts with Russian society and economy, and by its end students will get a firm grasp of how this triangle works. To achieve that, the course offers a reasonably vast reading of scholarly articles seasoned with ongoing political commentary and media reports. 
2. Learning objectives
The main objective of the course is to provide students with enough knowledge and skills for them to be able to formulate educated opinions on various issues within Russian politics.
3. Learning outcomes
The course aims at developing critical thinking about Russian politics; and providing students with skills of retrieving, collecting, processing and analyzing information relevant for achieving goals in the professional field.
4. Course Plan
Introduction to the course. Brief overview of Russian political history (1990-2010s)
Late Soviet politics: 1970s to Gorbachev
Perestroika
Presidentialism
Parties, media and opposition. Did they all fall victims to the president?
What else is Russian politics made of? Federalism
How strong is the state? Corruption, bureaucracy and state building in Russia
Siloviki: the power wielders
What state weakness tells us about institutions and the rule of law?
Business and state in Russia. Oligarchs. Oil and resource curse in Russia
Can society strike back? Protests and color revolutions
Societal, economic and political sources of autocratic resilience in Russia. A normal country?

5. Reading List
a. Required
White, Stephen. 2011. Understanding Russian Politics. New York: Cambridge University Press.
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Gel’man, Vladimir. 2015. Authoritarian Russia: Analyzing Post-Soviet Regime Changes. University of Pittsburgh Press.
b. Optional
Wegren, Stephen K., ed. 2015. Putin’s Russia: Past Imperfect, Future Uncertain. 6th ed. Rowman & Littlefield.
Kotkin, Stephen. 2008. Armageddon Averted: The Soviet Collapse, 1970-2000. Oxford University Press.
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Ambrosio, Thomas. 2009. Authoritarian Backlash: Russian Resistance to Democratization in the Former Soviet Union. Farnham: Ashgate Publishing.
Rose, Richard, William Mishler, and Neil Munro. 2011. Popular Support for an Undemocratic Regime: The Changing Views of Russians. Cambridge University Press.
Ledeneva, Alena V. 2013. Can Russia Modernise?: Sistema, Power Networks and Informal Governance. Cambridge University Press.
Shleifer, Andrei. 2005. A Normal Country: Russia after Communism. Harvard University Press.
Fish, M Steven. 2005. Democracy Derailed in Russia: The Failure of Open Politics. Cambridge University Press.

6. Grading System
While half of the course is lectures, the other half is a seminar which builds mostly on reading, so attendance and participation are essential. Each student is expected to complete all the readings and to contribute to the discussion during discussion groups. Class participation amounts to 40% of the final grade. (Note that it's not how often you speak, but what you say, too.) The remaining 60% of the grade comes from the final in class essay students write upon completion of the course.
7. Guidelines for Knowledge Assessment
-
8. Methods of Instruction
The course consists of 15 lectures and 16 seminars (or discussion groups). Each lecture covers an important subject in Russian politics, some of them dealing with certain important episodes in the Russian political history, and some transcending the whole period of 1985-2016 to illustrate certain institutional features or recurrent problems in Russian politics. The seminars are sometimes focused on the reading for the class, and sometimes – on a certain research-related task given to the students in advance. The seminars are therefore more interactive.
9. Projector for the lectures, and a whiteboard for the seminars/DGs.
