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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF WORK  

 

The relevance of the dissertation research 

The processes of globalization are changing the way of life at the micro-and 

macro-levels of social order [Friedman, 1994; Giddens, 2000]. However, the 

growth of economic integration is accompanied by increasing social disintegration 

[Munck, 2005, p. 11]. 41]: disintegration of former values, weakening of social 

ties, including intra-family and inter-generational, which ultimately leads to social 

conflicts, breaking of cultural continuity in society, weakening of interpersonal and 

institutional trust [Golenkova, Igitkhanyan, 1999; Furstenberg, Kaplan, 2004]. 

Therefore, it is necessary to understand what conditions and mechanisms underlie 

the successful transmission of values between generations, which, in turn, is one of 

the conditions for the stability of society and the absence of conflicts [Knafo, 

Assor, 2007].  Intergenerational transmission of values is understood as a process 

in which values are transmitted from one generation to another in the process of 

socialization [Barni, 2009; Schönpflug, 2001; Trommsdorff, 2009], aimed at both 

maintaining and developing culture [Corsaro, 1997].  Intensive socio-economic 

and cultural transformations, on the contrary, increase the risk of value gap 

between generations, which is especially relevant for Russia [Tetov, 2009; 

Shamsutdinova, 2011]. Values play a key role in maintaining and changing culture, 

determining everyday behaviour and forming the basis for important decisions 

[Schönpflug, Bilz, 2009; Schwartz, 2014]. In this regard, the study of the 

conditions and psychological mechanisms of transmission of certain values 

becomes particularly relevant.  

Research problem 

The studies obtained data indicating the presence of intergenerational transmission 

of values in all cultures (Boehnke, 2001; Georgas et al, 2006; Knafo & Schwartz, 

2001, 2003; Phalet & Schönpflug, 2001; Pinquart & Silbereisen, 2004; 

Schönpflug, 2001). However, very few studies are devoted to the study of factors 
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and mechanisms of transmission of values between generations, and the identified 

factors explain the small percentage of variance (less than 20 %). It is generally 

accepted that the family (parents) is the most important agent of socialization. 

Family as a small group in which the individual spend significant part of his life, 

provides the foundation for the formation of the basic personal and social qualities 

of the individual, including values. Parents in particular play an important role in 

this. With their help, the child learns about the world, learns the basic patterns of 

behavior, adopts social attitudes. It has long been observed that children who did 

not have an opportunity to be brought up in families have difficulties in adapting to 

independent life in society, which can lead to different forms of deviant 

(delinquent) behavior. It is established that the transmission of values from parents 

to children is mediated by their relationships [Kuczynski, Parkin, 2007]. However, 

it remains unclear what exactly constitutes this relationship. However, the 

described approaches do not take into account all sides of parent-child 

relationships, because they ignore such an important component of any relationship 

between individuals as trust. In our opinion, family social capital allows to 

integrate different aspects of parent-child relationships that create the resource of 

psychological health, well-being of the child and contribute to its development 

[Ferguson, 2006; Furstenberg, Hughes, 1995; Prandini, 2014; Roth, 2013; Thapar-

Bjorkert, Sanghera, 2010]. However, there are no studies on the relationship 

between intergenerational value transmission and family social capital (Weiss, 

2012), as well as studies on family social capital [Prandini, 2014; Wu, Tsang, and 

Ming, 2014; Gamoran et al, 2011; Coleman, 2001; Parcel and Pennell, 2011]. 

Thus, the factors and mechanisms of intergenerational transmission of values 

remain unexplored, including how intergenerational transmission of values is 

associated with family social capital.  

Degree of elaboration of the research topic 

Early studies of the transmission of values were carried out within the framework 

of the subject-object approach, according to which the adoption of values by 
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adolescents was the result of direct and unidirectional actions of parents 

[Trommsdorff, 2009]. The parent ("source") gave the child ("recipient") patterns of 

behavior, knowledge, etc., and the recipient of such messages was expected to 

passively accept them as a given: any changes in the transmitted knowledge were 

treated as errors in the process of value transmission. This concept has recently 

been criticized because of understanding the process of cultural transmission as 

automatically copying [Kuczynski, Parkin, 2007], which ignore the role of 

interaction between parents and children in the development process.  

Currently, the subject-subject approach to the study of the process of 

intergenerational transmission of values has been developed, which implies that in 

the process of transmission of values both parents and children are active subjects 

of interaction. Within the framework of this approach, the two - stage model of 

internalization of values has gained the greatest popularity [Grusec, Goodnow, 

1994], according to which, at the first stage of transmission, children perceive the 

values that their parents try to transmit ("socialization values"), and at the second 

stage they acquire and realize the opportunity to choose, accept or reject the values 

transmitted by their parents.   

According to theoretical developments and empirical research, the 

intergenerational transmission of values is based on certain conditions or factors 

[Schonpflug, 2001]. Such conditions may be the accuracy of adolescents' 

perception of the values transmitted by parents [Knafo, Schwartz, 2009], which 

predicts the consistency of the values of parents and children: the more accurately 

an adolescent perceives the values of socialization, the higher the value similarity 

with parents.  

In turn, the accuracy of perception is influenced by such factors as attracting the 

child's attention, clarity and frequency of messages expressing the values of 

parents [Goodnow, 1992; Knafo, Schwartz, 2003, 2009; Okagaki, Bevis, 1999]. 

For example, it is established that if a value message is too abstract (for example, 

"charity begins at home"), it is less likely to be received and accepted by the child 
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than a value message presented in a more specific form (for example, "it is 

important to clean your room"). Thus, the content of the value message should 

match with the cognitive abilities of the child [Goodnow, 1992]. The clarity of the 

communication is also affected by the degree of agreement between the parents on 

the importance of the value inherent in the communication. The lack of unity 

between parents makes it difficult to perceive and accept the transmitted value 

[Okagaki, Bevis, 1999]. It is also established that the more often parents express a 

particular value, the greater likelihood of its adoption by adolescents. That is, the 

success of the value message depends on the frequency of its presentation to the 

child [Okagaki, Bevis, 1999]. 

However, there are other conditions that affect the adoption of parental values by 

adolescents. These conditions are related to certain types of intra-family relations.  

In particular, Knafo and Schwartz indicate that parent-child relationships play an 

important role in the transmission of values. Referring to studies on early 

childhood, the researchers note that mutual responsiveness is important in the 

relations between parents and children: children of caring and attentive parents in 

adolescence are most likely to accept the values of parents [Knafo, Schwartz, 

2003].  

Parent-child relationships are different from other types of close relationships that 

occur between individuals. For many decades, the theory of social exchange has 

been used to study these relations [Homans, 1961; Kelley, 1983; Kelley, Thibaut, 

1978]. Then it was replaced by the theory of attachment [Rusbult, Van Lange, 

2003; Bowlby, 2008], according to which, at the heart of parent-child relationships 

are factors such as trust and commitment to the family, which, in turn, have an 

impact on the strength of family relationships. In addition, it is established that 

common goals and beliefs shared by all family members are the basis of 

psychological closeness between parents and children [Rothbaum et. al, 2000; 

Trommsdorff, 1995]. In the family there are certain traditions, microclimate, 
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which, in turn, affect the process and the result of the transmission of values 

[Trommsdorff, 2009].   

It is established that the process of intergenerational transmission of values is 

influenced by the socio-cultural context [Lebedeva, Lepshokova, Galyapina, 2016; 

Dubrov, Tatarko, 2016], perceived psychological closeness [Dubrov, Tatarko, 

2018; Lephokova, Galyapina, Lebedeva, 2016; Rusbult, Van Lange, 2003; 

Bowlby, 2008] And the current value climate of society ("zeitgeist") [Boehnke et 

al, 2007; Vedder et al, 2009]. However, these constructs explain a small percentage 

of the dispersion of intergenerational transmission of values (less than 20%), 

therefore, the question of what determines the transmission of values between 

generations remains open.  

Object of research: intergenerational transmission of values;  

Subject of research: family social capital as a factor of intergenerational value 

transmission;  

The goal of the study: to study family social capital as a factor contributing to the 

transmission of values between generations (intergenerational transmission of 

values). 

Research objectives:  

1) Theoretical:  

- Identify the main theoretical and methodological approaches to the study of 

intergenerational transmission of values; 

- To develop a conceptual basis for the study of family social capital as a factor of 

the transmission of values 

2) Methodological:  

- To determine the methods of studying the intergenerational transmission of 

values;  
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- To determine the methods of studying family social capital; 

- Determine the methodology of the study;  

- Design an empirical study;  

 - Develop and validate methods for the assessment of family social capital;    

(3) Empirical:  

- To analyze the relationship of family social capital with the level of similarity of 

values between generations within each family;  

 - Determine the transmission of what particular values family social capital 

predicts;  

 - Determine the transmission of what particular values the single components of 

family social capital predict;  

General hypothesis: family social capital is associated with intergenerational 

value transmission.  

Empirical hypotheses:  

1. Family social capital positively predicts the transmission of all four meta-values 

(Self-Transcendence, Conservation, Self-Enhancement, Openness to change), 

while it predicts more the transmission of such meta-values as Self-Transcendence, 

Conservation than Self-Enhancement, Openness to change;  

2. Among the values of Self-Transcendence, family social capital is most closely 

connected with the transmission of value "Benevolence-care"; 

3. Among the values of Conservation, family social capital is most closely 

connected with the transmission of value "Tradition"; 



8 
 
For the full understanding of the factors and mechanisms of the role of family 

social capital for successful intergenerational cultural transmission, it was 

necessary to focused on two issues:  

1) Which of the components of family social capital are most important for the 

transmission of values?  

2) For what particular values will family social capital be the most significant 

predictor? 

Sample and empirical base of the study 

Parents and adolescents became participants of the 1st stage of the study 

(development and approbation of the family social capital measurement 

technique). Table 1 presents the gender and age characteristics of the sample.  

Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the 1st stage study sample  

 Total  % males % females М(SD) age 

Adolescents  274 48,6% 51,4% 17,7 (3,15) 
Parents  123 41,5% 58,5% 33,9 (7,51) 
Total  397 45,05% 54,95%  

Note: M  - mean; SD  - standard deviation 

 

The survey was conducted on the basis of the electronic platform 1ka 

(www.1ka.si) by posting links to the questionnaire on social networks and online 

forums.  

To measure family social capital, we have developed questionnaires for parents 

and adolescents (Appendix 1, 2). The basis of a questionnaire laid the indicators of 

family social capital, we selected the analysis of the transmission, and also 

suggested John. Coleman. We formulated statements with which respondents were 

asked to express the degree of agreement with a 6-point scale (from 1 - absolutely 

disagree to 6 - absolutely agree), for two symmetrical versions of the questionnaire 

- for parents and their children.  
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The participants of the 2nd stage of the study were parents and adolescents living 

in the Central Federal district, a total of 180 families. All participants were 

Russian. See Table 2 (gender and age characteristics of the sample).  

Table 2.  Demographic characteristics of the 2nd stage study sample  

 Total  % males % females М(SD) age 

Adolescents  180 46,6% 53,4% 15,2 (1,35) 
Parents  180 40,2% 59,8% 42,01 (5,35) 
Total  360 43,3% 56,7%   

Note: M  - mean; SD  - standard deviation  

 

The survey was conducted on the basis of educational institutions of secondary and 

additional education of the Central Federal district. Adolescents filled out 

questionnaires at school or in their free time. Questionnaires for parents were 

handed down through the adolescents. The survey was anonymous, but for 

research purposes the questionnaires for each family were coded. Participation in 

the survey was voluntary.  

The empirical study of the similarities between the values of parents and 

adolescents was carried out using the Russian version of the questionnaire of 

individual values of Schwartz PVQ-R [Schwartz et al., 2012].  

To measure family social capital, we used the questionnaires we developed and 

tested described above [Dubrov, 2016].  

The total sample of the study collected during the 2 stages of the study was 757 

people.  

Theoretical and methodological basis of the research:  

The refined theory of individual values by Sh. Schwartz (19 values) and the 

method of measuring values (PVQ-RR) were used to study values);  

-  in the field of studying the mechanism of intergenerational value transmission -

two-stage model of internalization of values (Grusec, Goodnow);   

Within the framework of this approach, the two - stage model of internalization of 

values has gained the greatest popularity [Grusec, Goodnow, 1994], according to 

which, at the first stage of transmission, children perceive the values that their 
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parents try to transmit ("socialization values"), and at the second stage they acquire 

and realize the opportunity to choose, accept or reject the values transmitted by 

their parents. 

in the study of conditions (factors) intergenerational transmission of values: 

cognitive approach - accuracy of adolescents’ perception of parents’ transmitted 

values (Knafo A., S. Schwartz); engaging the child's attention, clarity and 

frequency of the messages, translating the values of the parents (J. Goodnow, 

Knafo A., S. Schwartz, L. Okagaki, S. Bevis);  

relational approach, trust and commitment to the family (J. Trommsdorff, S. 

Rusbult, P. van Lange); the perceived psychological closeness with their parents 

(S. Rusbult, P. van Lange, J. Bowlby); emotional relationships (L. Padilla-Walker, 

M. Pinquart, R. Silbereisen); care and support in the family (I. Albert, D. Ferring, 

D. Radi, J. Grusec, J. Champflour).  

As a conceptual basis of the work: the theory of social capital (J. Coleman, R. 

Putman, P. Bourdieu, J. Häuberer). 

As a conceptual framework for the measurement of the intergenerational 

transmission of values: the dyad-oriented approach (A. Knafo, S. Schwartz, D. 

Nichols); the measurement of family social capital: J. Coleman, approaches 

considering the socio-psychological effects (consequences) of  family social capital 

for the family (J. K. Festinberg, J., M. Hughes, P. F., Kaplan, R. Prandini, 

Teachman). 

Novelty and theoretical significance of dissertation research   

At present, there are no studies on the relationship between intergenerational 

transmission of values and family social capital [Weiss, 2012], as well as studies 

on the study of family social capital [Prandini, 2014; Wu, Tsang, Ming, 2014; 

Gamoran et al, 2011; Coleman, 2001; Parcel, Pennell, 2011]. Particular, there is no 

methodology for its empirical evaluation, and there is no empirical evidence of the 

structure of this construct, which was proposed by J. Coleman [Coleman, 1988].   

We theoretically justified the existence of socio-psychological construct- family 

social capital, which allows to integrate different aspects of parent-child relations, 
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which form the resource of psychological health, well-being of the child and 

contribute to its development. We have developed a methodology for empirical 

evaluation of family social capital in accordance with the theoretical structure 

proposed by Coleman.  

For the first time family social capital was used to explain the mechanisms of 

intergenerational transmission of values. The study contributes to the 

understanding of the relational mechanisms of intergenerational value 

transmission, in particular, the importance of the relationships between parents and 

adolescents for this process. Thus, family social capital acts as a "transmission 

belt" - a factor of intergenerational transmission of values. 

In addition, this construct can be used for further study of issues related to the 

impact of family relationships on a number of behavioral attitudes, for example, 

the manifestation of aggression and social deviations in adolescence (offenses, use 

of psychoactive substances, etc.). 

 

Practical significance of the study  

The results will allow parents, teachers, school and practical psychologists to get a 

better understanding of the mechanisms and conditions of intergenerational 

transmission of values in the process of socialization of the child's personality, 

which, in turn, can be used to more effectively address the problems of education 

of the younger generation.  

The validity and reliability of the results obtained is ensured by the validity of the 

methods used for diagnosis and data processing, the size and characteristics of the 

sample, which meets modern requirements for representativeness, and the 

procedures used for statistical testing of hypotheses. Mathematical processing of 

data was performed using the software IBM SPSS AMOS 22.0 and 22.00. Data 

collection for testing and validation of the questionnaire of family social capital 

was carried out on the basis of the electronic platform of the Center for social 

Informatics of the University of Ljubljana (Slovenia) (http://www.1ka.si).  

 

http://www.1ka.si/


12 
 
 

Items to defend  

 1. Family social capital (FSC) is a dynamic resource of socio-psychological 

relations within the family, which is one of the foundations of the subjective well – 

being of family members.  

2. Family social capital is an integral reciprocal system of parent-child socio- 

psychological relations, which is a resource, the structure of it includes the 

following types of relations between parents and children: mutual trust, 

psychological closeness of parents and children, parents ' attention to the child, 

mutual support;   

3. Family social capital is not just a resource of socio-psychological relations, 

namely capital, because it has the following properties: limitation, convertibility, 

liquidity.  

4. Family social capital is a factor associated with intergenerational transmission of 

values. The more distinct family social capital, the higher the transmission of 

values from parents to children.  

5. The strength of the relationship between family social capital and the 

transmission of different values is different. Family social capital contributes more 

to the transmission of values of social focus (Self-Transcendence, Conservation) 

than the values of individual focus (Self-Enhancement, Openness to change).  

6. Such component of family social capital as "Psychological closeness between 

children and parents" plays the most important role for the transmission of values.  

 

Approbation of research results  

 

The main results were discussed at the XIX International April Conference 

"Modernization of Economy and Society" (Moscow, 2018), V International 

conference “Culture in Society, Between Groups and Across Generations” 

(Moscow, 2018), XIV Congress of the International Association of cross-cultural 
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psychology (IACCP) “Multiculturalism in a Global Perspective: Benefits and 

Challenges” (Guelph, Canada, 2018).  

The main results of the dissertation research are implemented in the research work 

of the International laboratory for socio-cultural research of the National Research 

University "Higher School of Economics". 

 

The structure of the dissertation 

The structure and scope of work is determined by the logic of the study and the 

sequence of tasks. The dissertation consists of introduction, two chapters, 

conclusions, list of references (172 items in total, 111 of them in foreign 

languages) and appendices. The text of the thesis includes 18 tables and 7 figures. 

The volume of the thesis is 132 pages of typewritten text.  
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THE MAIN CONTENT OF THE THESIS  

 

The introduction justifies the relevance of the dissertation research, determines 

the purpose, objectives, object, subject, hypotheses, scientific novelty, theoretical 

and practical significance of the work; the validity and reliability of the results; 

presents the items to defend. 

The first chapter "Socio-psychological mechanisms of intergenerational 

transmission of values: the role of family social capital", consisting of four 

paragraphs, provides an overview of the main socio-psychological mechanisms of 

intergenerational transmission of values, theoretically justifies the role of family 

social capital in this process.  

Paragraph 1.1 "Basic values of the individual in various disciplines" is 

devoted to the consideration of the basic values of the individual in three 

disciplines: philosophy, sociology and psychology. Having considered all the 

variety of approaches in philosophy, sociology, psychology to this phenomenon, it 

was concluded that values are an integral part of the individual. They are the 

conceptual component of  human being, serving as a standard for the orientation of 

the individual in society. In addition, values are socio-cultural pattern specific to a 

particular historical era. Thus, values contain both subjective and objective 

principles. However, in order to maintain harmony and continuity in society, some 

"social values" are needed. We have determined that the possessor of these values 

is an individual. Having considered the basic classification of values, it was 

concluded that the importance of the same values of different individuals will be 

different. That means that what is valuable to one individual can mean absolutely 

nothing to another one.   Accordingly, it is not the value itself that is important, but 

the value and meaning that is attached to it. Therefore, the main basis of value is its 

semantic component. The unity of meanings, which is attached to the value allows 

it to move into the category of social value. This is the key to continuity between 

generations and, accordingly, harmony in society. The main approaches to the 

study of the problem of values were identified and analyzed. It is established that at 
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present the strongest theory is the theory of individual values by Sh. Schwartz, 

which has a strong explanatory power and can be used to study the process of 

intergenerational transmission of values.  

Paragraph 1.2 "Intergenerational transmission of values" is devoted to the 

consideration of the main approaches to the study of this process, as well as to the 

identification of mechanisms of intergenerational transmission of values.  

Early studies of the transmission of values were carried out within the framework 

of the subject-object approach, according to which the acceptance of values by 

adolescents was the result of direct and unidirectional actions and actions of 

parents [Trommsdorff, 2009]. The parent ("source") gave the child ("recipient") 

patterns of behavior, knowledge, etc., and the recipient of such messages was 

expected to passively accept them as a given: any changes in the transmitted 

knowledge were considered to be due to errors in the process of transferring 

values. This concept has recently been criticized because of understanding the 

process of cultural transmission automatically copying [Kuczynski, Parkin, 2007], 

which ignore the role of interaction between parents and children in the 

development process.  

Currently, the subject-subject approach to the study of the process of 

intergenerational transfer of values has been developed, which implies that in the 

process of transmission of values both parents and children are active subjects of 

interaction. At the same time, children acquire and realize the opportunity to 

choose, accept or reject the values transmitted by parents. Accordingly, the 

question arises, what can influence the child's choice regarding the adoption of 

certain values presented by parents? Or in other words, what mechanisms can 

underlie the transmission of values? 

A review of studies examining the mechanisms of value transmission has shown 

that two categories of such conditions can be distinguished.  

The first category is related to the development of the cognitive sphere of children. 

This category of transmission conditions includes the accuracy of  adolescents' 



16 
 
perception of values transmitted by parents, attracting the child's attention, clarity 

and frequency of value-colored messages, general beliefs. 

 The second category of the condition of transmission of values is related to the 

relationship in the family. This category includes mutual responsiveness; mutual 

care, support; mutual trust; psychological closeness; mutual attachment. Analysis 

of studies that describe the relative conditions of transmission, led us to the 

conclusion that each of these studies reflects a certain facet of a more general and 

systemically organized socio-psychological phenomenon, which we called "family 

social capital".  

In paragraph 1.3 "Family social capital as a factor of intergenerational 

cultural (value) transmission" there is the theoretical justification of the 

construct "family social capital" and its role for the transmission of values between 

generations. It was found that the family social capital (FSC) is a resource of social 

and psychological relations within the family, which can increase and decrease, but 

most importantly – is one of the foundations of the subjective well-being of family 

members, which allows to more effectively overcome life difficulties and increase 

their ability to achieve goals (satisfy needs). This resource of socio-psychological 

relations is a group resource, that is, belongs to the whole family, has such 

properties of capital as limitation, convertibility and liquidity. According to our 

theoretical ideas, family social capital can act as a basic condition for the 

transmission of values. Due to its presence, the family develops a certain 

microclimate in which the barriers to the exchange of values between generations 

of parents and children weaken.  

In paragraph 1.4 "The author's approach to the study of the mechanisms of 

intergenerational transmission of values. Hypothesis of the research" provides 

the plan of the empirical verification of the structure of family social capital, as 

well as the development of a methodology to measure it. In the same paragraph the 

hypotheses of the research are given.   At the end there are the main conclusions of 

Chapter 1.  
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In the second chapter "Empirical study of family social capital as a factor of 

intergenerational value transmission ", consisting of five paragraphs, the data of 

empirical verification of the structure of family social capital, validation of the 

questionnaire of its measurement, as well as the results of the main study, its 

analysis and discussion.   

In paragraph 2.1 "Empirical validation of the questionnaire of family social 

capital" there are the data of empirical verification of the structure of family social 

capital, validation of the questionnaire of its measurement. The findings suggest 

that family social capital is a significant predictor of subjective well-being for 

adolescents. That is, the resource of relationships in the family is almost the 

leading factor in the subjective well-being of children (since more than 50% of the 

variance of the subjective well-being of children is explained). In the sample of 

parents, we found a similar relationship, but less pronounced. In addition, 

subjective well-being, as well as family social capital itself, was influenced by 

income levels, which is not surprising, since it is the income of parents that 

guarantees the ability to provide materially all family members.  

With the help of confirmatory factor analysis, we confirmed the validity of the 

structure of FSC: "Trust", "Psychological closeness between parents and children", 

"Attention of parents to the child", "Support of the child by parents", "Support of 

parents by the child". This structure was taken as a basis for the development of a 

questionnaire to measure family social capital for parents and adolescents. Two 

symmetrical versions of the questionnaire were developed - for parents and their 

children. At the next stages of validation, we demonstrated that the developed 

technique is characterized by convergent and competitive validity.  

The FSC questionnaire for parents consisted of the following scales:   

The trust of a parent to a child. The degree of trust of the parents the child was 

measured using the scale includes 4 items. For example: "I completely trust my 

child (children)»;   
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Psychological closeness between parents and children. The degree of perceived 

psychological closeness between parents and children was measured with 7 items.  

For example: "I always feel emotional closeness with a child (children)»;    

Parents ' attention to the child. The scale measures the intensity of attention 

parents give to their children based on the answers to 4 questions. For example:" I 

spend a lot of time communicating with my child (children)»;    

Child support from parents. The scale measuring the degree of parental support 

contains 4 items. For example: "I always strive to help my child in everything»;   

Parental support from the child. The scale of perceived support from children 

consists of 5 items. For example: "I always feel the participation (support) of the 

child»;   

The FSC questionnaire for adolescents consisted of the following scales:  

Trust of children to parents (4items). For example: "I fully trust the opinion of my 

parents»;   

Psychological closeness between children and parents (5 items). For example: "I 

usually feel warmth in relations with parents»;   

Parents ' attention to the child (5items). For example: "Parents spend a lot of time 

communicating with me»;   

Child support from parents (4items). For example: "I always feel support from my 

parents»;   

Parental support from the child (5items). For example: "I always help parents 

about the house."   

The mean score for all scales between adolescents and their parents corresponds to 

the level of FSC in the family.  

In paragraph 2.2 "Methods of studying the intergenerational value 

transmission " there is a questionnaire of individual values by Sh. Schwartz, as 

well as methodological approaches to the study of intergenerational transmission 

of values. It was found that a dyad-oriented approach with the calculation of the 

intra-class correlation coefficient is suitable for this study.   
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In paragraph 2.3 "Program of empirical research" provides a description of the 

sample, the procedure of the main study, methods, indicating the coefficients of 

consistency of scales and mathematical methods of data processing.   

In paragraph 2.4 "Results of the study" are the results of the main study.  

Data from descriptive statistics showed that there are multiple significant 

differences in values between generations of parents and adolescents. Significant 

differences are absent only in some values (for example, Benevolence-

dependability). To test the hypotheses, we run a regression analysis of the data, 

where the dependent variable was the value similarity between adolescents and 

their parents, and independent – a holistic indicator of FSC in each family. 

To control the influence of the style of responses of the subjects on the results of 

the study, the data centering procedure was performed. Also, to improve the 

reliability of the results, data were purified from the effects of socio-demographic 

variables such as gender, age, level of education of parents, income level. The 

results are presented in Table 3.  

Table 3. The relationship of family social capital with the level of similarity of 

meta-values between generations within each family 

 

 

 

Note:  * p<0.05; ** p<0.01; *** p<0.001    

As can be seen from the table, family social capital is a significant predictor of the 

value similarity between adolescents and parents, especially the similarity in the 

values of the social focus Conservation and Self-Transcendence, as we expected. 

FSC predicts weaker transmission of personal focus values. This construct explains 

26% and 27% of the variance, respectively. That is, the higher the level of FSC in 

families, the better the values of social focus (Conservation , Self-Transcendence) 

are transmitted.  

Value similarity  B SE β R² F 
Conservation  3,50  0,46 0,51*** 0,26 8,63*** 
Self-Transcendence  3,16 0,40 0,52*** 0,27 9,56***  
Self-Enhancement  0,46 0,06 0,21** 0,05 5,84** 
Openness to Change  0,86 0,44 0,15* 0,02 3,77* 
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Below are the results on similarity of specific values predicted by FSC (within the 

values of the highest order) (Table 4 – 7).  

Table 4. Relationship of family social capital with the level of similarity of values 

“Self-Transcendence”  

Note.   *** p<0.001  

 

According to the data presented in Table 4, the FSC is a significant predictor of 

similarity of Self-Transcendence values, especially for the transmission of 

Benevolence-caring values (31% of the explained variance). That is, the higher the 

FSC in families, the better this value is transmitted, which implies the importance 

for the individual of belonging to a group and caring for the well-being of the 

members of this group (for example, family).  

Table 5. Relationship of family social capital with the level of similarity of values 

“Conservation”  

Note.   *** p<0.001  

 

The results of the regression analysis presented in Table 5 show that the FSC is 

also a significant predictor of the similarity of Conservation values, especially 

Tradition value (21% of the explained variance). That is, the higher the FSC in 

families, the more effectively this value is transmitted, which implies the 

importance for the individual to maintain and follow traditions (for example, 

family ones).  

Value similarity  B SE β R² F 
Benevolence-dependability 3,26 0,59 0,40*** 0,15 3,31*** 
Benevolence-caring 4,55 0,52 0,56*** 0,31 6,01*** 
Universalism-concern 3,45 0,71 0,36*** 0,12 3,95*** 
Universalism- nature 2,77 0,81 0,26*** 0,06 1,71***  
Universalism – tolerance 3,09 0,62 0,37*** 0,13 5,31*** 
Humility 1,87 0,60 0,24*** 0,05 9,87*** 

Value similarity  B SE β R² F 
Security- personal 2,48 0,64 0,29*** 0,08 4,80*** 
Security - societal 3,51 0,65 0,39*** 0,15 9,43*** 
Tradition 4,94 0,74 0,47*** 0,21 4,86*** 
Conformism- interpersonal 3,31 0,71 0,34*** 0,11 1,91***  
Conformity-rules 3,27 0,64 0,37*** 0,13 5,77*** 



21 
 
Table 6. Relationship of family social capital with the level of similarity of values 

“Openness to Change”  

Note: ** p<0.01  

 

For Openness to changes values, as can be seen from the Table 6, FSC is a 

significant predictor of similarity only in Self-Direction-thoughts value (4% of the 

explained variance). That is, the higher the FSC in families, the more effectively 

this value is transmitted, which implies the importance for the individuals to 

develop their own ideas and abilities.  

Table 7. Relationship of family social capital with the level of similarity of values 

“Self-Enhancement”  

Note: * p<0.05; ** p<0.01    

 

The data presented in the Table 7 allow us to conclude that for Self-Enhancement 

values, the FSC is a significant predictor of similarity only in Face (3% of the 

explained variance) and Achievement (2% of the explained variance) values. The 

value of Face implies the importance for the individual of preserving the public 

face, the value of Achievement implies the importance of achieving success in 

accordance with public standards (norms).   

Below are the results of which components of family social capital are most 

important for the successful transmission of values within the family. The results 

of the regression analysis are presented in Tables 8 – 11.  

  

Value similarity B SE β R² F 
Self-Direction-thought 1,47   0,54       0,21**   0,04 7,49** 
Self-Direction -actions 0,57 0,62 0,07 0,01 0,85 
Stimulation 0,57 0,67 0,07 0,00 0,73 
Hedonism 0,81 0,73 0,09 0,00 1,25 

Value similarity B SE β R² F 
Achievement 1,39 0,68   0,16* 0,02 4,11* 
Face 1,84 0,71     0,20** 0,03 6,70** 
Power – dominance -0,54 0,70 -0,06 0,00 0,60  
Power-resources -0,37 0,64 -0,05 0,00 0,34  
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Table 8. Relationship of components of family social capital with the level of 

family similarity of individual values “Openness to changes”  
Meta-value:    
Openness to changes 

Predictor: components of FSC   

Trust β  Psychological 
closeness β 

Parents’ 
attention β 

Support 
from parents 
β 

Support 
from 
adolescents 
β 

R2 F 

Self-Direction-
thought 

-0,12 0,02  0,20  0,48** -0,33 0,15 2,72** 

Self-Direction -
actions 

0,17 0,28 -0,12 -0,64* 0,44** 0,15 2,72** 

Stimulation 0,07 0,16 0,03 -0,19 -0,18 0,00 1,40 

Hedonism 0,02 0,11 -0,09 -0,10 -0,20 0,00 1,71 

Note.  * p<0.05; ** p<0.01   

 

The results which are presented in the table 8 show that the support from 

parents is of the greatest importance for the transmission of the Self-Direction-

thought value. For transmission of Self-Direction-actions value, parental support 

and child support play an important role, but their effect is different: Self-Direction 

-actions value are more effectively transmitted in the case of low levels of parental 

support and the high level of support that adolescents provide to their families.  

 

Table 9. Relationship of components of family social capital with the level of 

family similarity of individual values “Self-Enhancement”  
Meta-value:        
Self-Enhancement   

Predictor: components of FSC   

Trust β  Psychological 
closeness β 

Parents’ 
attention β 

Support 
from parents 
β 

Support 
from 
adolescents 
β 

R2 F 

Achievement 0,08 0,07  0,13  0,29*  0,05  0,02 4,40*  

Face 0,35**  0,31** 0,12 0,09 0,11   0,04 6,13** 

Power – 
dominance 

-0,08 -0,54** 0,16 -0,14 0,15  0,05 1,53 

Power-
resources 

-0,04 0,29 -0,11 -0,13  -0,13  0,00 0,40  

Note.  * p<0.05; ** p<0.01   

 

As we can see from table 9, a high level of support from parents is important for 

the transmission of Achievement value and high level of trust and psychological 
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closeness in the family – for transmission of Face value. The value of Power-

dominance is better transmitted, on the contrary, when psychological closeness is 

low.  

Table 10. Relationship of components of family social capital with the level of 

family similarity of individual values “Self-Transcendence”  
Meta-value:                  
Self-Transcendence     
 

Predictor: components of FSC   

Trust β  Psychological 
closeness β 

Parents’ 
attention β 

Support 
from parents 
β 

Support 
from 
adolescents 
β 

R2 F 

Benevolence-
dependability 

0,35** 0,47*** 0,32** 0,37** 0,40 *** 0,16 3,37*** 

Benevolence-caring 0,31** 0,45***, 0,41*** 0,51*** 0,23*   0,32 7,28*** 

Universalism-
concern 

0,36** 0,41*** 0,46*** 0,55*** 0,36*** 0,12 4,04*** 

Universalism- 
nature 

0,31*** 0,39*** 0,32*** 0,35*** 0,41***  0,09 2,93***  

Universalism – 
tolerance 

0,42*** 0,40*** 0,33*** 0,32*** 0,30*** 0,14 5,63*** 

Humility 0,24** 0,25** 0,19 0,21 0,18 0,06 9,98** 
Note: * p<0.05; ** p<0.01; *** p<0.001    

 

Thus, as the results presented in table 10 show, almost all components of  FSC are 

important for the transmission of  Self-Transcendence values. The strongest effects 

are observed on the part of such components as trust (transmission of 

Universalism-tolerance value), psychological closeness (transmission of 

Benevolence-dependability and Humility), and support from parents (transmission 

of Benevolence-caring and Universalism-concern values) and support from 

children (transmission of Universalism-nature values). The higher these 

components, the higher the intergenerational similarity in evaluating the 

significance of these values.  

Table 11. Relationship of components of family social capital with the level of 

family similarity of individual values “Conservation”  
Meta-value:  Conservation               Predictor: components of FSC   

Trust β  Psychological 
closeness β 

Parents’ 
attention β 

Support 
from parents 
β 

Support 
from 
adolescents 
β 

R2 F 

Security- personal 0,29*** 0,35*** 0,32*** 0,30*** 0,28*** 0,08 5,12*** 
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Security - societal 0,39*** 0,41*** 0,41*** 0,34*** 0,31*** 0,15 8,64*** 

Tradition 0,40*** 0,47*** 0,42*** 0,52*** 0,45*** 0,22 4,86*** 

Conformism- 
interpersonal 

0,34*** 0,38*** 0,32*** 0,29*** 0,30*** 0,12 2,24***  

Conformity-rules 0,28*** 0,32*** 0,36*** 0,39*** 0,37*** 0,14 5,87*** 

As can be seen from table 11, all components of FSC are also important for the 

transmission of Conservation values. The strongest effects are observed on 

psychological closeness (transmission of Security- personal, Security - societal and 

Conformism- interpersonal values), parents ' attention (transmission of Security - 

societal value) and support from parents (transmission of Tradition and 

Conformism-rules values). The higher these components of FSC, the more 

effectively these values are transmitted. 

Thus, our hypotheses were confirmed: FSC is a significant predictor for the 

transmission of values, especially for the values of social focus (Conservation,  

Self-Transcendence).  

In paragraph 2.5. "Discussion of the results" there is a discussion of the role of 

family social capital for  intergenerational value transmission in general, and its 

individual components.  

At the conclusion of the dissertation the results of theoretical and empirical 

research are summarized, the possible practical implication of the research results 

is proposed, the prospects for further research in this area are outlined. 

General conclusions of the study:  

1. Theoretically justified the existence of the socio-psychological construct      

"Family social capital", which is a resource of socio-psychological relations within 

the family, which is one of the foundations of the subjective well-being of family 

members.    

2.  Empirically confirmed the structure of family social capital proposed by John 

Coleman which includes following components: trust, psychological closeness, 

parental attention, mutual support.   

3.   Family social capital explains lager part of variance of transmission of values 

Conservation, Self-Transcendence than the transmission values Self-Enhancement, 

Openness to change. Family social capital cannot be considered to as a factor of 
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transmission of values of personal focus - other factors are responsible for their 

transmission (FSC explains only 2-5 % variance of the transmission of these 

values, that is not enough). Family social capital is a factor of the transmission of 

social focus values; it explains more than 20% variance of it. 

4. Among single values, family social capital is most closely related to the 

transmission of values such as "Benevolence-Care" and "Tradition".  

5. Psychological closeness between parents and children in the family and mutual 

support of parents and children are of the greatest importance for the transmission 

of the social focus values (Conservation, Self-Transcendence): the prominent they 

are, the more effective is the transmission of the values of care and support not 

only to their relatives, but also to other people (the value of "Universalism-care").  

6. Support from parents is positively associated with the transmission of values 

"Achievement" and negatively – with the transmission of values such as "Self-

direction-actions", "Power-dominance".   

7. The presence of trust in the family is positively associated with the transmission 

of the value of "Reputation", which is associated with the moral and volitional 

sphere of the individual, which allows to regulate one’s behavior and to be 

responsible for one’s actions.  

8.  For the transmission of higher-order values Openness to change (more 

precisely, the values of "Self-direction-thoughts" and "Self-direction -actions") is 

more responsible such component of the FSC as mutual support – support to 

children from parents and to parents from children. A similar trend is observed 

with regard to Self-Enhancement values (as well as Openness to changes related to 

the personal focus) - the value of "Achievement", which is positively related to the 

component of FSC "Support from parents".  

9. The presence of psychological closeness between parents and children is 

negatively associated with the transmission of the value of "Power-Dominance", 

that is, the closer and warm child-parent relationships are in the family, the less 

children accept the values that characterize power and domination, and therefore 

hierarchy and distance in relations with others.  
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10. For the transmission of Self-Transcendence values, all the components of 

family social capital are important – they are all positively associated with the 

transmission of all (except for the value of "Humility") Self-Transcendence values. 

A similar trend is observed in the association between the components of family 

social capital and transmission of Conservation values. 
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