
 
Something to see 
 

Michelangelo. Crouching boy. 1530-1534. Marble. Currently kept 
at Hermitage museum 
 
 Despite the popularity of its 
creator, sculptor Michelangelo 
Buonarotti, we still don't know if 
the Crouching Boy was part of 
some sculptural composition.  
Even though the sculptor didn't 
polish the fissures and grooves left 
by instruments to the point the 
surface seems as smooth as human 
skin, the figure seems alive as other 
Renaissance statues.  
 
  Michelangelo's knowledge of 
human anatomy was impeccable as 
well as a skill of conveying 
emotions in gestures. As we circle 
the figure from one point it seems trying to stand tall, from another point it is 
crouched as if crushed by something. The sense of melancholy that this sculpture 
gives us is the thing on which our latest prediction regarding the date of creation 
is based. It is believed that Michelangelo's inspiration for this sculpture was his 
depressed mood, a sense of betrayal born after Medici surrendered to the 
Spanish invaders in 1530 and by doing so dishonored the Florence. One might say 
that was the empathy that helped to estimate the date of creation. Isn’t that 
astonishing? 
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 MAIN INFORMATION          
  “Crouching Boy” 
  Michelangelo 
  1530–1534 
  Saint Petersburg,  
  Hermitage Museum 

 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION  

This sculpture is in the collection of 
European Fine Art and Sculpture of 
the   Hermitage Museum. The 
exact date of creation is 
approximately defined between 
1530 and 1534. Perhaps the author 
conceived it for the Medici chapel 
in the San Lorenzo church. 
According to another version, he 
created it during the attack of the 
Spaniards on Florence in 1529-

1530, when Michelangelo was hiding in one of the local monasteries. In this case, the 
boy symbolizes the whole Florentine people. Despite its small size, this sculpture 
creates an impression of monumentality, unity and inner force. The image of the 
crouching boy is suffused with sorrow. Sculpture is made in line with Michelangelo’s 
usual method of “extracting” a figure from marble clay by removing excess stone. The 
pose of the figure is quite unusual: having bent low, he holds the toes of his right foot 
with both hands, apparently clamping the wound and trying to stop the blood flowing 
from it. It is quite difficult to repeat the pose of the boy. The master made it in such a 
sophisticated way that despite its seemingly realistic way it is practically physically 
impossible to imitate it. You can refer this sculpture to an ancient one, where a boy is 
depicted pulling a thorn from his leg. 

INTERESTING FACTS AND ETC. 

This is the only sculpture by Michelangelo in Russia; stored in the State 
Hermitage Museum, purchased by Catherine II in 1785. 
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Henri Matisse 
«Music» 

France, 1910. Oil on canvas. 260x389 cm. 

This artwork is a pair to the famous «Dancers». 
Not only were they painted in the same year, but 
also in the same manner: they both are large 
canvases filled with deep green, blue and coral red 
- a combination creating perfect harmony. «Music» 
portrays five figures - just like five dancers; their 
forms are simplified, but in a way which 
broadcasts strong emotional energy. Two figures 
are playing musical instruments (a violin and a fife), 
others are singing. Although the figures seem to 
be distant from each other (because, unlike in 
«Dancers», there is no physical contact), music is 
what unites them, and not only with one another, 
but with the environment (the world), too.
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