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1. Course description

a. Title of a Course: Human Rights for Open Societies

b. Pre-requisites: not required 

c. Course Type: compulsory.

d. Abstract:

Human rights are under pressure in many places across the globe. A solid protection of 
human rights is needed for an open society to exist and to flourish. But it is often an uphill battle  
to work towards that ideal. The course gives an opportunity to learn more about what human 
rights are and how they work.

In this course, students will be introduced to one of the world’s most intricate human 
rights systems: the European Convention on Human Rights. They will see when and how people  
can turn to the European Court of Human Rights to complain about human rights violations.  
Students will learn how the Court tries to solve many of the difficult human rights dilemmas of  
today.  They  will  be  able  to  look,  amongst  other  things,  at  the  freedom  of  expression  and 
demonstration, the right to vote, and the prohibition of discrimination. The course addresses the 
rights of migrants, refugees, and other vulnerable groups. With the course materials students 
will be able to see whether it is possible to restrict rights and if so under what conditions.

2. Learning Objectives

The main aim of the course is to give a notion about the European Convention on Human 
Rights, guaranteed rights and freedoms, its purposes and principles, the functioning of the 
European Court of Human Rights and process of lodging a complaint and making a decision in 
the Court.

3. Learning Outcomes

Students must obtain knowledge on:

- background and history of the ECHR, the rights that are protected therein, the procedure 
of a lodging a complaint with the European Court of Human Rights;



- general principles and methods the Court uses;

- the rights and freedoms of insiders and outsiders under the ECHR, non-discrimination 
and the protection of vulnerable groups.

Skills and abilities:
- to use specific terms of the European Convention on Human Rights;

- ability to describe legal problems and situations in the purview of the ECHR.

4. Course Plan

1) Introduction to the ECHR

2) General principles

3) Human rights and democracy

4) Insiders and outsiders: non-discrimination, vulnerable groups, migrants and asylum 
seekers

5) Freedom of expression and public protest

6) Closure

5. Reading List

a. Required

1. The Birth of the ECHR // URL: http://clc.am/5UFHzA

2. The European Convention on Human Rights and Protocols // URL: 
https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf

3. Procedure in Strasbourg and execution of judjements // URL: http://clc.am/qKefEA

4. Gerards J. Negative and positive obligations // URL: http://clc.am/dK1A6A

5. O’Boyle M. Electoral disputes and the ECHR// URL: http://clc.am/S3oS-w

6. Suspect grounds of discrimination and the very weighty reasons test // URL: 
https://www.coursera.org/learn/humanrights/supplement/uNMBF/suspect-
grounds-of-discrimination-and-the-very-weighty-reasons-test

7. De Morre P. Free Speech and Politicians// URL: http://clc.am/CtUOjA

b. Optional

1. Duranti M. The Conservative Human Rights Revolution: European Identity, 
Transnational Politics, and the Origins of the European Convention. Oxford University 
Press, 2018 // URL:

http://proxylibrary.hse.ru:2225/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199811380.001.000
1/acprof-9780199811380?rskey=uLJ1pM&result=2

2. Gerards J. Principles and methods of interpretation // URL: http://clc.am/ZyflOQ
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3. Glossary of the European Convention on Human Rights: Russian-English. CoE. 2015. 
// URL:

http://www.coe.int/t/dgi/hrnatimplement/source/documentation/Glossary_rus_we
b.pdf

4. Shelton D. The Oxford Handbook of International Human Rights Law (Oxford 
Handbooks in Law). 1st Ed. Oxford, 2013. // URL: 
http://proxylibrary.hse.ru:2089/view/10.1093/law/9780199640133.001.0001/law-
9780199640133

5. Van Aaken A., Motoc I. The European Convention on Human Rights and General 
International Law. 1st Ed. Oxford, 2018 // URL: 
http://proxylibrary.hse.ru:2225/view/10.1093/oso/9780198830009.001.0001/oso-
9780198830009

6. Grading System: the final exam. 
7. Guidelines for Knowledge Assessment: the final exam is taken orally.
8. Methods of Instruction: methods of instruction will be based on online 

lectures and quizzes: https://www.coursera.org/learn/humanrights 
9. Special Equipment and Software Support: 
Access from the University's internal network: Microsoft Windows 7 Professional 
RUS, Microsoft Windows 10, Microsoft Windows 8.1 Professional RUS, Microsoft 
Windows XP, Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2010.
Internet-resource: www.coursera.org
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