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Educational format Without use of online course 

 

I. Goals and Results of Mastering the Discipline; Prerequisites 

 
This course is about conducting research, both in academia and in practice. Specifically, we will focus on 

basic steps of the scientific inquiry, starting with the topic selection, and progressing through to literature 

review, hypotheses generation, choice of analysis method, and methods of propagating the research re-

sults to wide audiences (written and oral presentations). Throughout the semester we will become familiar 

with the most advanced current topics, presented by guest speakers and the ANR researchers. Whether 

you plan to work in the corporate world, or develop your career in academia, you will be forced to gener-

ate knowledge and disseminate it to others, so there is no doubt that you will use the skills acquired in this 

course. 

As a result, students should: 

 

Know: 

- topics, terminology, and principles of scientific research methods. 

- the most recent advances in network science and applied statistics 

- the requirements and guidelines of scientific publishing both in Russia and abroad. 

 

Be able to: 

- understand the basic steps of the research process 

- develop and/or foster critical reviewing skills of published empirical research using ap-

plied statistical methods.  

- to criticize constructively and determine existing issues with applied linear models in 

published work  

 

Have: 

- oral presentation skills 

- basic academic writing skills in both English and Russian 

 

There are no specific course prerequisites. 

 

The course is strongly related and complementary to other compulsory courses provided in the 

program and sets a crucial prerequisite for later courses and research projects as well as for the 
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master thesis. The course gives students an important foundation to develop and conduct their 

own research as well as to evaluate research of others. 

 

II. Content of the Course 

SESSION ONE: What is research? 

The first session will focus on the nature and process of social research, research strategies, the 

concept of the scientific study, the science in the social science. 

SESSION TWO: Ontology, Epistemology, Methodology 

The session will look into ontology and epistemology, evaluating causal relationships, and de-

scriptive inference. 

SESSION THREE: Formulating the research question 

The session looks into stating the research question, reviewing the literature, and the art of theory 

building. 

SESSION FOUR: Research design 

This sessions will look at the concepts and concept formation, comparative analysis, research 

designs in different areas, and determining the key factors in a study. 

SESSION FIVE: The nature of qualitative research 

This session covers the foundation of qualitative research, the role of interviews, framing the de-

bate, and critiques of the quantitative template. 

SESSION SIX: Experimental designs 

This session looks into experimental, quasi-experimental, and ex-post facto designs. It will also 

look into diverse tools available to researchers. 

SESSION SEVEN: Mixed-methods designs 

This session will look into breaking down the quantitative/qualitative divide, combining the two 

approaches in research, and using qualitative tools for causal inference. 

SESSION EIGHT – Writing a research proposal 

(4-6 lectures) This session will look into planning the research project and turning the proposal 

into a plan of future work. It will discuss the basic parts of a research paper, working with intro-

duction and literature review, building theory, proper description of the used methods, and “tell-

ing a story” in social science academic papers. 

SESSION NINE – Research ethics and integrity 
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This session will discuss the accepted use of human subjects, and ethics and integrity in research 

process. 

III. Grading 

Course grade will be completed as follows: 

        Assignments        Percent of Grade 

#1:   Weekly homeworks 50% 

#2:   In-class presentations 10% 

#3:   Participation and responsibility grade 20% 

#4:   Final Paper 20% 

 

If the final grade is non-integer, it is rounded according to algebraic rules. If has a half (.5) at the 

end, we are rounding upward. Rounding of cumulative grades and other rounding issues are per-

formed according to the HSE rules. 

IV. Grading Tools 

This class contains several assignments that test student knowledge and understanding through-

out the course.  

Weekly assignments: Homework will be assigned as needed. Usually it will consist of a short research 

report, or, as semester progresses, incremental improvements to your research paper. You will be notified 

of an upcoming homework at least a week in advance. 

In-Class presentations: you are expected to do at least two presentations during the semester. The first 

one is presenting someone else’s work: for example, I may ask you to do a short summary of a paper we 

will be discussing in class and present your review. The second is presenting your own research ideas, 

and these presentations will be scheduled towards the end of the semester. 

Participation and responsibility grade: we all are expected to help each other learn. Therefore, there 

will be short assignments, such as providing presentations feedback to each other, that you will get points 

for. Usually I will grade them on “banana/non-banana” principle, unless otherwise specified. In order to 

participate, you have to be present in class; all points for this part of the grade are earned through in-class 

participation. 

Final Paper: you will need to select one of the tracks, academic or practical, for your work in this semi-

nar. Your final paper, which you submit at the end of the semester, will be either the academic research 

article or the consulting project report (or at least, a wannabe of either). The task is to show me whether 

you’ve learned how to incorporate theoretical material we cover in this seminar into your written work. 

 

V. Resources 

5.1  Main Literature   

1. Bryman, Alan. Research Methods and Organization Studies, Routledge, 1989. ProQuest Ebook 

Central, URL https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-

ebooks/detail.action?docID=179346. 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=179346
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=179346
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2. Maruyama, Geoffrey, and Carey S. Ryan. Research Methods in Social Relations, John Wiley & 

Sons, Incorporated, 2014. ProQuest Ebook Central, URL 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1712221. 

3. Brewerton, Paul M, and Lynne Millward. Organizational Research Methods : A Guide for Stu-

dents and Researchers, SAGE Publications, 2001. ProQuest Ebook Central, URL 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=254781. 

4. Strongman, Luke. Academic Writing, Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2013. ProQuest Ebook 

Central, URL https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-

ebooks/detail.action?docID=1753150. 

5. Sword, Helen. Stylish Academic Writing, Harvard University Press, 2012. ProQuest Ebook Cen-

tral, URL https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3301112. 

 

5.2 Additional Literature 

 
1. Hewings. Academic Writing Context (e) : Implications and Applications, edited by Martin Hew-

ings, Bloomsbury Publishing PLC, 2006. ProQuest Ebook Central, URL 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=436561. 

2. Bailey, Stephen. Academic Writing : A Handbook for International Students, Taylor & Francis 

Group, 2014. ProQuest Ebook Central, URL https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-

ebooks/detail.action?docID=1811067. 

Sabo, Roy, and Edward Boone. Statistical Research Methods. Springer-Verlag New York, 2016. URL 

https://proxylibrary.hse.ru:2176/book/10.1007/978-1-4614-8708-1. Springer Link. 

5.3  Software 

№ 

п/п 

Name 
 

Access conditions 

  

 1. 

 MicrosoftWindows 7 Professional RUS 

MicrosoftWindows 10 

MicrosoftWindows 8.1 Professional RUS 

From the university’s internal network (contract) 

2. Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2010 From the university’s internal network (contract) 

 

5.3 Material and technical support 

Classrooms for lectures on the discipline provide for the use and demonstration of thematic illus-

trations corresponding to the program of the discipline, consisting of: 

− PC with Internet access (operating system, office software, antivirus software); 

− multimedia projector with remote control. 
 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1712221
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=254781
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1753150
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1753150
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=3301112
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=436561
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1811067
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/hselibrary-ebooks/detail.action?docID=1811067
https://proxylibrary.hse.ru:2176/book/10.1007/978-1-4614-8708-1

