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1. Course description 

Title of a Course: Modern Asian Political Processes  

Author: Mikhail V. Karpov, assistant professor, mkarpov@hse.ru 

Number of credits – 3, total hours - 114, contact hours – 42. 

Pre-requisites (required academic background) 

Students must get skills of independent analytical and research work with the English 

language literature on Political Science, Social Anthropology and Political Culture.  

Students must be skilled in making English language presentations on the issues of 

Political Science, Social Anthropology and Political Culture. 

Students must get skills in analyzing and forecasting the current state of affairs and 

possible tendencies of development of political systems and social process in modern 

East Asia. 

In order to master the contents of the proposed course students must have the following 

knowledge and skills:  

 To have intermediary level of oral and written English language  

 To master the  basic terminology of the disciplines “Political Science”, “World 

History” and “Cultural Anthropology”  

 To have general understanding of the socio-economic and political development of 

modern East Asia  

Course Type 

Compulsory 

Abstract 
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The proposed course belongs to the block of disciplines which provides theoretical 

training in Political Science, Political Institutionalism, Political Economy and Social 

Anthropology. 

The proposed course is based on the following disciplines: 

East Asian Regional Studies; International Relations and Conflict Management; Political 

Science; Political Philosophy; Political Economy of Modernization in East Asia; Cultural 

Anthropology; Social Anthropology; Cultural History of East Asia  

2. Learning objectives  

The main academic aim of the course is to equip students with theoretical and 

methodological instruments for conducting theoretical and applied research in the field of 

Political Processes the students in Asia’ competence in recognizing and creating the 

balanced structure and contents of the thesis in Asian Studies as well as in assessing own 

research as a holistic work, its place in the field of study and contribution to it, its 

perspectives and challenges.  

3. Learning outcomes 

Students are required to read and synthesize all materials before coming to class. 

In order to engage with the course material seriously, you must read all articles carefully 

and regularly. You are also encouraged to search and read relevant articles in Russian.    

Active and informed discussions are vital to the life of the course. Every student is 

expected to actively contribute to the scholarly exchange throughout the course. Regular 

contributions will help you to succeed in the seminar and will enhance the learning 

experience of all participants (including mine).  

Students are required to lead-off discussion on a rotating basis. Each week two or 

three students will serve as chief discussants of the readings. To successfully fulfill the 

course requirements students must pass end-course written exam. The exam will include 

theoretical and empirical questions designed by the teacher. Students will receive the 

questions at least one week prior to the due date and will be allowed to choose questions 

they are interested in (one theoretical and one empirical) and provide written answers. 

Each answer should be no more than 5 double-spaced pages. 

4. Course plan 



 

 

 

The total amount of hours entitled for the course (ME) is 114 hours of which 42 

are contact hours and the rest of self-study.  

 

The Course Schedule 

№ Topic 

1 Introduction. The Concepts of Political Culture and Political Process.  
The concept of Power as the key subject of political culture. Origins and 

evolution of the concept of Power. The place and role of the myth of “primordial 

chaos” in the process of formation of political power and political legitimacy. 

Semantic meaning of the notions  of “Power” and “Authority”. Family 

socialization process as the key link in formation of the concept of political 

power< political process and political legitimacy.  

2 Socio-Political Culture of the “West” and the East”: The General and the 

Particular.  

Original commonality in the concepts of political power and legitimacy in the 

“West” and in the Asia. “West” is “pulling away” – the processes of social and 

gender emancipation as the prerequisite for the formation of modern political 

power (authority) in the “West” – secularity, professional bureaucracy, 

representation (through elections), utilitarianism and efficiency. Conservation of 

the concept of sacral political power (authority) in Asia. Forced character of the 

formation of modern concepts of political power and authority in Asia.  

3 Socio-Political Culture and the Concepts of Political Power and Political 

Processes in Confucian East Asia: Overalls.  
The Confucian concept of personality as an element of social and gender 

hierarchy.  The concept of socialized dependence of personality on a group as a 

key mechanism of socio-political identity and the space of “quest for personal 

safety and happiness”. The problem of relationships between the “peak” of socio-

gender hierarchy (“system”) and (potential) opposition. The key principles of 

Confucian socialization path: taboo on aggressiveness, emotion and reflection. 

Socio-political cognitive dissonance. The absence of “body taboo”. The 

phenomenon of religious syncretism and sacral “this worldly” power. Semantic 

origins of “demigod” functions of political power in East Asia. Political power 

performance as “emotionless ritual”. 

4 Socio-Political Culture, Key Characteristics of Political Processes and 

Institution Building in China.  

Key principles of Chinese family structure: the absence of the right to 

primogeniture. The concept of “impeccable moral authority” of the elders. The 

concepts of “face”, “duty” and “shame” as cultural alternative to Christian 

“conscience”. Total suppression of aggressiveness. Non-articulation of “personal 



 

 

 

spirituality”. Mechanisms and typology of quasi kinship relations “guanxi”. 

Structures and mechanisms of political system’s integrity in traditional China. 

Reasons for institutional fragility in Chinese political culture. Leninist party-state 

in contemporary China as a mechanism of socio-political integration: 

combination of tradition, quasi tradition and modernity. Structure and dynamics 

of political processes in modern China: “xitong” and “danwei” systems. 

5 Socio-Political Culture, Political Processes and Institution Building in Japan.  

Japanese socio-political culture as a peculiar phenomenon in the region of East 

Asia. Confucianism fixed into non-Chinese social system. Traditional Japanese 

family structure based on the right to primogeniture. “Blurred” character of 

Japanese political power and responsibility. “Always apologize but never 

explain”. Legitimate aggression and ritualistic emotion. Relative weakness of 

“impeccable moral authority” of the elders and stress on “duty” rather than on 

“face”.  Legitimate competitiveness. Japanese peculiarities in quasi kinship “giri” 

relations: high degree of manifested personalization. Structure and mechanisms of 

integrity of traditional Japanese socio-political system. “Quazi feudalism” and the 

lack of centralized political power. Institution building from bottom up and 

reasons for sustainability of Japanese macro-structures of political power and 

their legitimacy. Practice of “ringi” as typical Japanese mechanism of political 

process and decision-making. From Shogunate to “Empire” and from “Empire” to 

“Democracy”: key mechanisms and impasses of the Japanese socio-political and 

institutional evolution. 

6 Socio-Political Culture, Political Processes and Institutions in Korea, Vietnam 

and Taiwan  
Korean family: Confucian “moral imperative” mixed with competititveness and 

the notion of “latent illegitimacy” of socio-political power. The influence of 

military and political catastrophes on socio-political culture and institution 

building processes in this country.  

Vietnamese socio-political culture as the case which is most close to the Chinese 

traditional patterns. Reasons and key characteristics of differences from the 

Chinese model. Influence of Hinduism and Buddhism, geopolitical pressure from 

Chinese “North” and Hindu-Buddhist “West”. Cultural and political legacy of the 

French colonial rule. Military and political catastrophes and their impact on 

Vietnamese socio-political culture and institution building processes. 

Unique “multi-polar” character of Taiwanese social, cultural and political identity 

as a key prerequisite to formation and development of robust civil society and 

democratic institution building. Specific characters of multiparty system of the 

modern Republic of China in Taiwan as a display of intrinsic crisis of cultural and 

political identity. 

7 Conclusions. Political Processes in Contemporary East Asia and the Problem 

of Modernization. 

Forced and “catching up” character of socio-political and institutional 

modernization in East Asia. Reasons for comparatively high adaptability to 

political modernization in East Asia. Characteristics and dynamics of the limits on 



 

 

 

East Asian process of political  modernization. The concept of “Dependent 

Competitiveness” (“Competitiveness vs. Group Identity). 

 

 

5. Reading List  

a. Required 

1. Pye, Lucian W; Pye, Mary W. Asian Power and Politics: The Cultural Dimensions 

of Authority. Harvard University Press. 1985.  

URL: http://web.b.ebscohost.com/pfi/results?vid=3&sid=c52b4847-03a3-4bf8-941c-

cb646abb3054%40pdc-v-

sessmgr01&bquery=(Asian+AND+Power)+AND+(Politics%3a+AND+The+AND+Cultu

ral+AND+Dimensions+AND+%22of%22+AND+Authority)&bdata=JmRiPWVkc3B1Yi

Z0eXBlPTQ0JnNpdGU9cGZpLWxpdmU%3d. 

2. Datta; Vanaik; Palshikar. Indian Political Thought . Political Science: Volume 3: 

Oxford University Press. 2013. 

URL:http://web.b.ebscohost.com/pfi/results?vid=7&sid=c52b4847-03a3-4bf8-941c-

cb646abb3054%40pdc-v-

sessmgr01&bquery=(Indian+AND+political+AND+thought)&bdata=JmRiPWVkc3B1Yi

Z0eXBlPTQ0JnNpdGU9cGZpLWxpdmU%3d 

 

3.  Gibbs, Levi S. Reinventing Chinese Tradition: The Cultural Politics of Late 

Socialism. In: Journal of American Folklore. Summer, 2017, Vol. 130, Issue 517. 

URL:http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/resultsadvanced?vid=6&sid=75297d54-f5f6-420a-

8f90-

e4e5e0da2248%40sessionmgr4006&bquery=(the+AND+spirit+AND+%22of%22+AND

+chinese+AND+politics)&bdata=JmNsaTA9RlQmY2x2MD1ZJmNsaTE9RlQxJmNsdjE

9WSZ0eXBlPTEmc2l0ZT1lZHMtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d 

 

b. Optional 

1.  Shambaugh, David L. China Goes Global: The Partial Power Oxford : Oxford 

University Press. 2013. 

URL: http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/detail/detail?vid=9&sid=75297d54-f5f6-420a-8f90-

e4e5e0da2248%40sessionmgr4006&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWRzLWxpdmU%3d#AN=5638

18&db=nlebk. 

 

6 .Grading System 

http://web.b.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle/render?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRs6qwT7Ck63nn5KyI5N%2b%2bSq2nrUqup7c4tbCxT7irtTi%2fw6SM8Nfsi9%2fZ8oHt5Od8u6OvSLWrsE60q65QpOLfhuWz44ak2uBV49rxiPPYpIzf3btZzJzfhrvb4oivprdPsKm2PuTl8IXf6rt%2b8%2bLqjOPu8gAA&vid=3&sid=c52b4847-03a3-4bf8-941c-cb646abb3054@pdc-v-sessmgr01
http://web.b.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle/render?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRs6qwT7Ck63nn5KyI5N%2b%2bSq2nrUqup7c4tbCxT7irtTi%2fw6SM8Nfsi9%2fZ8oHt5Od8u6OvSLWrsE60q65QpOLfhuWz44ak2uBV49rxiPPYpIzf3btZzJzfhrvb4oivprdPsKm2PuTl8IXf6rt%2b8%2bLqjOPu8gAA&vid=3&sid=c52b4847-03a3-4bf8-941c-cb646abb3054@pdc-v-sessmgr01
http://web.b.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle/render?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bJRs6qwT7Ck63nn5KyI5N%2b%2bSq2nrUqup7c4tbCxT7irtTi%2fw6SM8Nfsi9%2fZ8oHt5Od8u6OvSLWrsE60q65QpOLfhuWz44ak2uBV49rxiPPYpIzf3btZzJzfhrvb4oiwp7ZNtK%2buPuTl8IXf6rt%2b8%2bLqjOPu8gAA&vid=7&sid=c52b4847-03a3-4bf8-941c-cb646abb3054@pdc-v-sessmgr01
http://web.b.ebscohost.com/pfi/results?vid=7&sid=c52b4847-03a3-4bf8-941c-cb646abb3054%40pdc-v-sessmgr01&bquery=(Indian+AND+political+AND+thought)&bdata=JmRiPWVkc3B1YiZ0eXBlPTQ0JnNpdGU9cGZpLWxpdmU%3d
http://web.b.ebscohost.com/pfi/results?vid=7&sid=c52b4847-03a3-4bf8-941c-cb646abb3054%40pdc-v-sessmgr01&bquery=(Indian+AND+political+AND+thought)&bdata=JmRiPWVkc3B1YiZ0eXBlPTQ0JnNpdGU9cGZpLWxpdmU%3d
http://web.b.ebscohost.com/pfi/results?vid=7&sid=c52b4847-03a3-4bf8-941c-cb646abb3054%40pdc-v-sessmgr01&bquery=(Indian+AND+political+AND+thought)&bdata=JmRiPWVkc3B1YiZ0eXBlPTQ0JnNpdGU9cGZpLWxpdmU%3d
http://web.b.ebscohost.com/pfi/results?vid=7&sid=c52b4847-03a3-4bf8-941c-cb646abb3054%40pdc-v-sessmgr01&bquery=(Indian+AND+political+AND+thought)&bdata=JmRiPWVkc3B1YiZ0eXBlPTQ0JnNpdGU9cGZpLWxpdmU%3d
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/resultsadvanced?vid=6&sid=75297d54-f5f6-420a-8f90-e4e5e0da2248%40sessionmgr4006&bquery=(the+AND+spirit+AND+%22of%22+AND+chinese+AND+politics)&bdata=JmNsaTA9RlQmY2x2MD1ZJmNsaTE9RlQxJmNsdjE9WSZ0eXBlPTEmc2l0ZT1lZHMtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/resultsadvanced?vid=6&sid=75297d54-f5f6-420a-8f90-e4e5e0da2248%40sessionmgr4006&bquery=(the+AND+spirit+AND+%22of%22+AND+chinese+AND+politics)&bdata=JmNsaTA9RlQmY2x2MD1ZJmNsaTE9RlQxJmNsdjE9WSZ0eXBlPTEmc2l0ZT1lZHMtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/resultsadvanced?vid=6&sid=75297d54-f5f6-420a-8f90-e4e5e0da2248%40sessionmgr4006&bquery=(the+AND+spirit+AND+%22of%22+AND+chinese+AND+politics)&bdata=JmNsaTA9RlQmY2x2MD1ZJmNsaTE9RlQxJmNsdjE9WSZ0eXBlPTEmc2l0ZT1lZHMtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/resultsadvanced?vid=6&sid=75297d54-f5f6-420a-8f90-e4e5e0da2248%40sessionmgr4006&bquery=(the+AND+spirit+AND+%22of%22+AND+chinese+AND+politics)&bdata=JmNsaTA9RlQmY2x2MD1ZJmNsaTE9RlQxJmNsdjE9WSZ0eXBlPTEmc2l0ZT1lZHMtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d
http://eds.a.ebscohost.com/eds/resultsadvanced?vid=6&sid=75297d54-f5f6-420a-8f90-e4e5e0da2248%40sessionmgr4006&bquery=(the+AND+spirit+AND+%22of%22+AND+chinese+AND+politics)&bdata=JmNsaTA9RlQmY2x2MD1ZJmNsaTE9RlQxJmNsdjE9WSZ0eXBlPTEmc2l0ZT1lZHMtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d


 

 

 

Cumulative grade: 

Attendance and Class Participation - 30%  

Presentation - 40%  

Group Discussion and readings – 30% 

Final mark=0.3 cumulative grade+0.7 grade for exam. 

7. Guidelines for Knowledge Assessment 

A. Assessment Criteria 

The grading system is based at the “10-point” approach to evaluating students’ 

knowledge.  

The form of the final control is examination. 

B. Grading Taxonomy 

Grading item Total score Item status 

Class attendance  0-30% obligatory 

Participation at the class 

work  

0-40% no less than 50% 

Group discussion and 

readings  

0-30% no less than 50% 

 

8. Methods of Instruction: lecturing, discussions, case studies  

9. Special Equipment and Software Support: laptop, projector 


